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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE Editors of the Christian's 
Magazine having fbme time ago 
publiflied a Work, in titled, " The Truth 
* * of the Chriftian Religion vindicated from 
** the Objedtions of Unbelievers, particu- 
*' larly of Mr. John'JamesRouJfeaUy' which 
has been well received by the Public ; a 
very worthy and j udiciou? French Clergymani 
w?is fo obliging as to recommend to their 
Attention, '* Confiderations fur les Miracles 
4e VBvangUey* by M. Claparede^ as a Work 
well meriting their Notice, and very proper 
to be prefented to the Publip, as a Supple- 
ment to their fornier Piece. Upon a peruT 
fal of M. Claparede sW ox^iy they found their 
Opinion entirely coincide with that of their 
Friend; and therefore immediately fet 
about the Tranflation of it, giving firft a 
Chapter by way of Specimen, in the Chripi- 
aris Magazine, VoL 7, p. 645, &;c. 
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.They do not chufc to fay any Thing m 
Recommendation of the Work ; it is before 
the Reader, and he will judge for himfelf r 
But they make no Doubt that it will prove . 
an acceptable Prefent to the rational and 
ferious Friends of Chriftianity , who cannot 
but approve and encourage every Under- 
taking, calculated to counterwork the re- 
peated Efforts of fuch, as wifh to fiibvert 
thofe Foundations, which they will have 
the Mortification to find more and more 
firengthened and eflablifhed^ by their viru- 
lent but weak Attempts. 

The Oppofition of Infidels, doubtlefij^ 
ferves a* variety of good Ends ; the Apolo^ 
gies 'and Defences of Chriftianity produced in 
Confequence of that Oppofition, are at leaft 
one happy Efifeft of it ; but on this Subjed: 
we refer the Reader with great pleafure to 
Dr. Gerard's Second DifTeftation, intitled, 
** Chriftianity confirmed by the Oppofition 
** of Infidels ;" while, to the Mortification 
of Unbelievers, as well as to the Comfort 
of fincere, tho' timorous Chriflians, we fub- 
join the following excellent Remark of 
Archbifhop King\ ; a Man whofc Head 
and Heart brought equal Honour to the 
Chriflian Caufc* 

" I am 
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** I am often alarmed with the Fears of 
fome good Men, who would perfuade mc, 
that Religion is in danger of being rooted 
*^ out of the Hearts of Men ; and they 
** wonder to fee liie fo fanguine in the 
" Caufe; But I tell them-, that I believe it 
** is with Religion as with paternal AfFec- 
" tion ; fome profligate Wretches may for- 
** get it, and fome may do^e thcmfelves fo 
** long with perverfe Thinking, as not to 
** fee any Reafon for it : But in fpi^e of all 
*^ the ill-natured and falfe Philofophy of 
** thefe two forts of People, the Bulk of 
** Mankind will love their Children. And 
*' fo it is, and will be with the Fear of God 
** and Religion : Whatever is general hath 
" a powerful Caufe, tho' every one cannot 
*' find it out/' See " Letters written by 
" Jonathan Swiff, D. D. &c/' Vol. L 
p. 23. 
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The AUTHOR'S 



PREFACE. 



THE Third Letter, written from 
iht Mountaia^ contains fome very 
dangerous Paradoxes. They raife 
Doubts refpedting the Gofpel Miracles^ 
which feem to obfcure the Gofpel itfelf^ 
iaad df which Injidels will not be W]anting 
to a:vail themfelves $ food of reftihg their 
Conduct ap6n the SanAion and Name of Mr. 
Ea»ffeau. Deplorable l^iSkQc of a Syflefn» 
Whereof he, poflibly, did not forefee the 
Confequences ! In this Letter he attempts 
it8 Apoto^ I and in this t^ry Apology cx>n- 
demns it. By cndcavoitf ing to prove that 
his £ MIX I us no way attacks the Faiths 
Does he not unfettle t&e faith itfelf, and 
life Efforts to pluck from it one of its firm- 
dl Poundations ?. 

I wiflied 



I wifhed to offer a Prefervative again ft a 
Book which its Author's Fame and Elo- 
quence rendered ftill more dangerous. This 
Defire gave Birth to the prefent Work : 
Religion is its only Subjedt ; it has alone 
engaged my Attention. I have avoided the 
juft Cqmplaints of another Kind, vvrhich 
the Book authorized me to prefer ; efteem- 
ing it incumbent upon me to abftain from 
all Recrimination, and to guard againft v^hat 
might perhaps have been termed Party-fpi- 
tit ; I have therefore anfwered this third 
Letter, as if the others had no Exiftence. 

Need I fear that the Moderation v^^hich 
it became me to preferve fhould be difap- 
proved ? Can one be too r eferved in judge- 
ing of a Writer's fecret Intentions ? and 
efpecially in attributing to him Confequen- 
ces which he dif jvows ? If Mr, Rouffeau 
€rrs as a Chrt/lian^ \ ought to enlighten 
him, if I can ; if not^ to bear with, and 
pity him. 

I know there arc many Perfons who fee 
nothing more in this Author's Syftem, than 
Natural Religion in Difguife ; if this Judg- 
ment is too rigid, it is at leaft excufcable. 
We might ealily rank Mr. Roujjeau in the 
Clafs of thofe Deifts, who, under a Pre- 

tenco 
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tence of fimplifying Religion , immediate- 
ly fap its Foundations. • One * has reduced 
all Chriftianity to Moral Precepts; ano- 
ther -f has contefted the Poffibility of Mi- 
racles ; a third % has endeavoured to turn 
them into Allegory. Mr. Rouffeau takes a 
different Method; he neither admits nor 
rejeAs them : he denies that our Lord em- 
. ployed them as a Proof of his MiiGon : he 
accumulates DifEculties againft this Kind 
of Proof; nay, fometimes he makes ufe of 
Raillery, that favourite Weapon of the 
Infidels! Need we, after this, be fur- 
prized that many Readers, perfuaded that 
. the Miracles are a Proof effential to Chrif- 
. tianity, prefume that to give up this Bul- 
wark, is to abandon the main Body to the 
Enemy? Let us, however, fufpend our 
Judgement. If we find it difficult to re- 
concile fuch Doubts with a Perfuafion of the 
Divinity of the Gofpel, yet as Mr. Roujfeau 
has declared himfelf a Chriftian, let. us not 
rgedt his Confeffion ; it would be more be- 
coming and confiftent to tax him with Dif- 
ingenuity. 

I have followed the Order of his Ideas, 
without confining myfelf llridly to them; 

♦ Tindal. f Spimfa. X'fFcolJ}on. 

I thought 
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I thought it proper to fet out at firft with 
fome general Principles upon the Nature of 
Miracle : What follows is hardly any thing 
more than the Application. 

I have made it a Rule always to quote 
Mr. Roujfeau's own Words, that I may nei- 
ther weaken his Objeftions, nor omit any 
of them. This has made the Work a lit- 
tle longer; but every one knows that it re- 
quires more Time to anfwer an Obje<3:iori, 
than to ftart it. 

As to the Style, I have ftudied Ornament 
lefs than Perfpicuity. The Nature of the 
Subje<ft did not require Ornament; the 
Point was, not to dazzle, but to give Light ; 
not to amufe, but to convince. The So- 
lidity of the Reafoning is the only Merit to 
which I need pretend ; happy if my En- 
deavours fhall be ufeful to my Fellow- Ci- 
tizens, and to all who love the Truth ; and 
fhall inviolably attach them to that holy Re- 
ligion, upon which the Deity has fo ftrong- 
ly imprefled his Seal ; which is the faireft 
Prefent Heaven has made to Earth, and 
without which the Knowledge of true Hap- 
pinefs is ftill a Problem to Mankind ! 
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PART L 



Miracles wrought by Jefus-Chri/l as a Proof 
of the Divinity of his Miffion. 



! C H A P. I. 

"Of the vdrtous Proofs furnijiied lyGoi>^ in 
fupport oj his Kevelation^ 

MR. RouJJeau^xH obferves,that * " all 
" "Men not having their Heads 
" mack alike, they cannot be all 
^ equally afFedled by the fame arguments^ 
When therefore, adds he, Gop gives to 
Mankind a Revelation, it is necefldiy, he 
" ihould found it upon proofs good for alL 

* Lettrcs dc la Mont. p. 70, 73. Edit, dwodcc.. 
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Confiderations upon the 

Now God has given to the Miflion of hisr 
Meflengers feveral Charaflers. The 
** firft of thefe, is the nature of the Doc- 
" trine, its Utility, its Beauty, its Sandtity. 
" The Second is that of the Perfons whom 
•* God hath chofen to announce his Word : 
Their Sanctity, their Virtues fuperior 
to the paflions, together with the Quali- 
fications of Underilanding, Reaibn» 
Spirit, Learning, Prudence, are fo many 
refpedlaWe tokens, whofe union, where 
nothing contradiiSts it, forms a complete 
« Proof in their Favour. The third Cha- 
^' rafter' is fuch an Emanation of the Di- 
*' vine Power, as can interrupt and 
** change the Courfe of Nature." 

Unfortunately, according to our Author, 
each of thefe Charaders has fome Incon- 
veniency peculiar to itfelf. ** The firft Cha- 
** rader is the moft infallible, but it is the 
«« moft difficult to eftablifli; to be felt it 
*f requires Study, Reflexion and Difcuflion, 
** of which every body is not capable. 
The fecond Charader is particularly ftrit- 
ing to good andhoneft Perfons, who fee 
** Truth wherever they fee Virtue; but this 
Charafter may deceive us ; it is not im* 
poffible for an Impoftor to abufe hbneft 
*^ Folks, nor for an honeft Man to abufe 
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cc 



4€ 
4€ 






€€ 
€C 
4€ 
4€ 



MiRACXES of the Go/pel. 3; 

himfelf, by miftaking the ardour of a 
holy Zeal for an Infpiration. Laflly, if 
the third Charader is the moil fhining of 
the three the moft adapted to ftrike the 
Eye, and catch the Populace ; it is for 
this reafon equivocal," according to 
Mn RouJJeau ; and ^his he attempts to 
(hew in the Courfeof his Letter. 

Gra»ting him for a Moment that each of 
thefe Charadters is fubjcft to fome incon- 
veniency, I draw from thence a concluiioa * 
oppofite to his, and I fay that, far frojp ad- 
mitting one of thefe Proofs in Exclufion of 
the Reft, they muft all unite ; fo much the 
rather as they mutually correfpond with and 
fupporteach other: Thus the Proof of Mira* 
cles comes in aid of the other Proofs ; it 
fortifies them, and fets them beyond all 
difpute. Let us take, forlnftance, the Char 
rafter of the Founders, A Doubt arifcs 
againft this Proof, according toour Authoi^: 
an honeft Man may impofe upon him-- 
felf, impelled by the Ardour of a holy 
Zeal, which he may miftake for Infpira- 
^' tion" . But if the ^Founders of Chrifti- 
anit^ have performed Miracles, this Doubt 
comes to nothing ; for the Queftion does 
not merely refpefl: an inward Illumination, 
wherein a Fanatic may cafily be miftaken j 

A 2 but 
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but Fads, palpable and numerous, ti 
which the Apoftles profefs themfelves the 
Authors or Witnefles, and concerning 
which it cannot be faid they were deceiv- 
ed, without attributing to them the flrangeft 
Pbrenzy. 

The Excellence of the Dodrine is, I rea- 
dily grant, a noble Proof; but Miracles 
hold their Place in this Proof too. To 
devellope it clearly, we muft confider Chrif- 
tianity altogether and entire : If Additionsr 
disfigure it^ Retrenchments weaken it. 
Would We then judge of it truly, and fhew 
its Value ? Let us take care not to feparatc 
its Dodtrines and Precepts from the Fafts 
which ferve as the accompany ment andfup- 
port of both. I knowy fuch is the Di- 
verfity of minds, that the fame Proof, 
demonftratlvc in the Eyes of one, appears 
lefs powerful in the Eyes of another. And 
yet, has he who does not arrive at perfuafion 
by nieans of Miracles, a Right to rejed: 
them ? Ought not he to confider them as 
Materials, which incorporate with the 
Edifice ? To take them away, would be td 
(hake it, and hazard the bringing it to De- 
ilruction. The Architect had his Views in 
employing them : If it be certain, (and 
this the Sequel will ihew,) that God hath* 
► • founded 
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founded his Rwelation upon Miracles, 
i conclude from thence that Miracles are 
Evidence. How fhall we be perfuaded that 
God hath eftablifhed his Revelation upon , 
dilputable Proofs, and hath furniflied his 
Envoys with doubtful Credentials ? 

To aflift in this Explication, the firft 
kind of Proof drawn from the Excellence of 
the Dodtrine, may be admitted : It may 
even be urged perfiiafively. But I regret 
that Mr. Roujfeau fhould have flopped in fo 
fair a Path, and that after having pointed 
put his favourite Proof, he fhould not have 
develloped and pufhed it to the degree of 
Evidence of which it is capable *• 
. And yet, let no one fay, with the Au- 
thor, *^* If the Dodtrinc is eflablifhed, the 
Miracle is fuperfluous/'-f' A Proof may be 
good, and ftill it may be ufeful to acconi > 
pany it with fome other, to difpel all doubt^^ 
and. flrike equally Spirits of every order. 
In Mathematicks one Proof alone is Suf- 
ficient ; in other Sciences we often require 
fcveral ; plenary Convidllon, refulting from 
their Union, rather than from each taken 
ifeparately. The Excellence of the Chrif- 

♦ This Proof IS very well handled in the 4th Volume 
pf Mr. Vernet's Trait e fur la veriti dt la Rd* Chr. 
j* Let. p, i65. 
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tain Dodlrine ftrikes me ; I cannot believe 
that a few Fiftiermen and Tent-makcrs 
eould have fabricated of themfelves fuch a 
Book as the New-Teftament, But I could 
wifti, that to complete my Convidtion, God 
himfelf had fet his Seal to it In fo capital 
an " affair wre need not be afraid of too 
much Light. 

With refpeft to the fecond Chara<9:er, thoV 
generally fpeaking, it is not abfolutely in- 
fallible ; it is fo however in the particular 
Cafe before us. Would it not be a prodigy 
in the moral order of Things, for fo many 
Men, in whom SanSlity^ Veracity^ and 
Purity of manners united^ivith the Qualities of 
XJnderJiandingi Reafon and Prudence^ to have 
formed the Scheme of deceiving Mankind i 
and this without an End, without aMotive^j, 
by expofing themfelves to every Thing, and 
rifking th^ Ipfs of all Things ? This Pro^ 
digy in the order pioral would be much 
more inexplicable than Prodigies in the 
order phyfical. For, in fhort, a miracle in 
the Phyfical order, may proceed from the 
Author of Nature himfelf, who for good 
Reafons may think proper to work fome 
Exception to the Laws he hath eftablifhed, 
when fecond Caufes cannot effeftulite the 
Views of his Wifdom. But that a great 

Num- 
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Number of good Men fhould agree to- 
gether to deceive Mankind, by an Impof- 
ture which can only tend to their own 
Ruin, is a Phoenomenon, which cannot be 
made out, and which utterly confouhdJ; 
human Reafon. 

We will examine prefcntly the Difficulties 
which our Author urges againft Miracles : 
But ftill I cannot help teftifyingfome Regret, 
that the Expofition he gives of the Charac- 
ters wherewith God furnifhes his Meflen- 
jers, and which he refers to the three 
lefore pointed out, feems to reduce 
to thofc three all the Proofs of the 
Chriftain Faith : And yet there are two 
pthers, which niuft not be left behind; 
onCj^ the accompliflimejit of the Prophecies, 
the other, the rapid Progrefs of the Gof- 
pel. The former^ I know, may be referred 
to external Vtoof^ and the other to internaL 
J know too that Prophecy is a Species 
of Miracle, fince it furpaffes the natural 
Powers of the hunian Mind, ^nd may be 
refolved into what Mr. BMiJJeau calls, thi 
third and laji QharaSter^^ a dkine Mifflonk 
To mc however it feems m»e fuitable to 
employ each of thofc Proofs as fqrmiing a 
Proof by itfclf; Revelation might be holy, 
|)e^utifi|l, fublime, tho* deftitutc of Pro- 

A 4 phecy ; 
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phecy : It might be fupported by Miracles^ 
without our being able to urge in its Favour 
the Rapidity of its Progrefs, and the accom^ 
plifhment of any Prophecies. Be this as 
it may, the manner in which the Gofpcl 
hath been eftabliflied, and that in which 
the Prophecies have been fulfilled, arc 
Proofs not to be oniitted : And why give 
them up ? Tq follow the Principles of our 
Author, we are fo much the lefs warranted 
in doing fo, as thefe two Proofs are no|: 
attended with the fame Difficulties as the 
Proof of Miracles. Let us now examine 
thefe Pifficulties 



CHAP. ir. 

^he feature, Defign, and CharoBer. of 

Miracles. 

' ...» 

TH5 Cafe is the fam« with Mr. R(mffeau% 
Difficulties as with thofe which Infi* 
deli^ hath urged at all Times againft Mira- 
cles : They fpring from the fometimes falfe, 
often vague, and always unfettled Idea which 
is formed of them. Before we go any fur- 
ther therefore, we muft determine the iViz-r 
tare of Miracle, and point out its lB,nd and 

ejfential 
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fjfential Requifites ; for the way to fliorten 
a Gontroverfy is to fet it in a clear Light; 

A Miracle is afextfible Change in the order 
of Nature. 

Nature is the Aflemblage of created 
Beings. 

Thefe Beings aft upoq each other, or 
by each other, agreeable to certain Laws, 
Ac Refult of which is what we call The 
prder of Nature. 

Thefe Laws^ being a Confequence of 
the Nature of thofc Beings, and. of the 
Ilelations which they bear to each other, 
are invariable : It is by them God governs 
jthe World. He alone eftablifhed them, 
be alone therefore can fufpend them. 

The proper Eifedt then of Miracles is to^ 
mark clearly the 4ivine Interpofition ; and 
the Scripture fuppofes that fuch too is their 
Defgn. , Hence I draw this Confequence, 
that he whq performs a Miracle, performs 
it in the Name of God^ and on his behalf ; 
that is to fay, in Psoof of a divine Miflion. 

But what are the Characters of true Mi- 
racle ? How may we know that the Mafter 
pf Nature hath l)een pleafed to modify or 
fufpend its Laws ? A Queftion of the 
iiigheft Importance ! 
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We have a Clup to guide us in this Re-r 
fearch : Since the End of Miracle is to 
mark the Divine Interpofition, the Miracle 
muft have Characters proper to mark thi$ 
Jnterpofition. 

I. then, it muft have an End impo^-tant 
and worthy of its Author. 

II. Befenfible, and eafy to be obferved. 

III. Be independant of fecond Caufes. 
And laftly, be inftantaneoufly performed, 

I. The firft Charafter, is an important 
E^ndf worthy of its Author. What proba- 
bility is there that God fhould fpecially in- 
terpofc, and fufpend the Laws by which 
he governs this World without any 
neceffity, for a frivolous Reafon, inconfi-- 
ftent with his Wifdom, unworthy of his 
greatnefs? Every Miracle then muft have an 
ufeful End^ and one to which fecond Caufesi 
are inadequate ^ as to authorize a Prophet, 
or tp eftabUfli a Revelation. An End fo 
yrife is well worthy of the Supreme Being. 

• II. Secondly, The Miracle muft be 

Jenfiile, and eajy to be obfervedi it muft 

turn upon Laws which are generally 

Icnown ; and not upon Aich as are fcarce- 

ly or not at all kQ0W|i; nor upoQ 

Subjects 
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Subjefts too remote from us, or which re- 
quire the experienced Eye of an obferver in 
order to be perceived. A fupernatural Mo- 
tion in the Ring or Satellites of Saturn 
could not therefore be a Miracle for the 
Generality of the Earth's Inhabitants ; it 
WQuld at nioft be fo only to Aftronomers. 
Miracle being calculated to eftaiblifli the 
divine Interpofition, ought to be more 
within the Reach of Men : Signs from 
Earth therefore, will be ^ preferable tq 
Signs from Heaven. 

III. It ought to be independant of fecond 
caufes^ or performed without any natural 
Inftrument. If any external Adtion or fo- 
reign Circumftance accompanies it (which 
is commonly the Cafe,) this-Aftion or this 
Circumftance has no natural Connedion 
with the EfFeft produced. This is what 
particularly diftinguifhes Miracles from 
natural Events. Thefe laft have a natural 
Caufe % that Caufc is proportionate to the 
EfFeds which refult from it. Thus every 
Body in motion moves in Proportion to. 
the Force which caufes it to move.- But 
the immediate ipecial Interpoiition of God 
excludes that of phyfical Agents : In every 
Miracle the IJfoportion betwixt Caufes 
and Effedts no longer fubfift^. 
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Phyfic ha§ Remedies proper for curing 
Maladies; thefe Remedies bear a certain Pro- 
portion to the Nature of the Malady which 
jthey are to expel or deftroy : But no fucl> 
Proportion is difgernablc in Miracles. 

It is by natural Means that the Under- 
ftanding is enlightened and inftrufted iij 
that of which it was ignorant, I fpeak a 
Language, which is foreign to me ; I gave 
Time and Pains to it; I employed the Afr 
fiftance of a Mafter : but if, independent 
of fuch Aids, my Brain is inriched inftanta- 
neoufly with all the Words of a Language 
unknown to me, the EfFedt has not it's 
Caufe in'Nature ; the Event is fupernatural; 

IV. Laftly, Miracle is inftanianeous ; it 
prefents not the Shadings and Gradations 
which are obfervable in Nature. Nature 
proceeds not by Fits and Starts ; is gradual 
and progreffive in it's Operations ; does 
not create, but unfolds ; nourifties, caufesf 
to fprout, and to grow ; fets to work fe- 
cond Caufes, which adt only by little and 
little, and produce not their EfFeft till 
the End of a certain Period. The Divine 
Agency is free from this Rule. God laid 
Let there be Lights and there was Light*. 

• Gen. i. 3. 

To 



Ml a ACLE^ of t/ie Closet i^ 

^o thefe Requifites we may join three 
or four others, which tho' not fo effential^ 
do ordinarily accompany Miracle/ and ren- 
der it fo much the more palpable. - 

.1. It is announced before- hand, and 
preceded by the Invocation of the Name 
of God. 

. 2. It is accompanied by a vifiblc Sign, 
or fome Gefture ^jroper to awaken the At- 
tention, to mark the Inftant of the Mira- 
cle, and to render more fenfible the Dif- 
proportion of the Event to fecond Caufei. 
Thus Mofes ftretches forth a feeble Rod 
ovcf the ReJ Sea, and it is divided. 

3. Notoriety is alfo requifite : Not that 
a Miracle performed in Sight of a few 
Witneffes is the lefs a true Miracle on that 
Account. It is enough that there is a 
fufficient Number of Speftators worthy of 
Credit. The Notoriety of this or that par- 
ticular Miracle may be more or lefs re- 
flrained by Circumftances ; and one cannot 
juftly rejedt a Miracle properly eftablifhed, 
under a Pretence that it has not had all 
the Notoriety one might have imagined; 
How great foever may be the Number of 
the Witneffes, we can always conceive a 
greater. But there is a Degree of Notorie- 
ty .which fatisfies Reafon; and if it were 

not 
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not foy teftipionial Proof would fiever be 
complete. 

, 4. Laftly, it is natural to wlih that Mi- 
racles were frequently repeated^ nume-^ 
rous^ and varied. This Condition hawe- 
ver is not of the gf eateft Neceflity : a fin- 
gle Miracle weU proved, forms, ftridly 
ipqaking, a Demonftration : And yet the 
•XJoncurrence of feveral Pnodigies in Favour 
of the fame Revelation is not fuperfluous ^ 
the Witncflcs to one Miracle only might 
be fufpcdted of Delufion : They might 
themfelves fear the having been deceived : 
But if they relate a Multitude of Miracles^ 
wrought at different Times, in different 
Places, upon different Occafions, and van- 
ned a thoufand Ways ; every Fear of lUu* 
fio'n is annihilated, and every Doubt dif^ 
pelled. 

The Particulars I have been entering 
upon, give great Light to our Subjedt, and 
ferve eafily to anfwer the principal Ques- 
tions included in the Dodtrine of Miracles. 

To afk whether God can work Mira- 
cles, is to alk whether it is more difficult 
jfor him to fufpend the Motion of a Planet, 
than to make it move. ; or to raife a dead 
Man, than to create a living one. 

To 
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To afk if Miracles can be proved by 
human Teftimony, is to afk whether 
Fads palpable, glaring, iralculated to ftrika 
every eye, can be believed, when feveral 
Witneffes certify them, who are unfaC* 
peded either of Delufion or Fraud; 

To a(k if there can be any Propriety ill 
Miracles^ is to afk whether it be confifl-- 
cnt with the Wifdom of GoJy to interpolc 
in an efpecial Manner, when fecond 
Caufes are infufficient to anfwer his 
Defigns. 

Let us apply thefe Principles to the Dif» 
ificulties urged by Mr. Roujfeau. 

Two of the chief are thefe. 

1. Jefus Chrift did not make ufe of the 
Proof drawn from Miracles i Nay he cx- 
prefly declined it*. 

2. Miracles are not an infallible Proof> 
or one of which Men can judge '\. 



* Lcttrcs p. 7. 



t. p. 86. 
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CHAP. III. 

Proofs that Jefus Chrift performed hti 
Miracles to ejiablifh the Divinity of his 
Mijion. 

OF' all Mr. Roujeau^s Paradoxes, this is 
perhaps the ftrangcft. To juftify 
the Confeflion of the Savoyard Vicar^ 
that there is no great Neceffity to believef 
the Miracles of the Gofpel^ he cohtcfts 
the Defign of thenl. The Defign of Mira- 
cles, we have feen, is to mark the divind 
lAterpofition, and to authbrife the miffion 
of him .by whom they afe perforttied : But 
Mr. Roujeau pretends that Jejus Chri/i did 
not makeUfe of Miracles merely to eftablifh 
his Charader as the Mcffcnger of God. 
He complains *, *' that it is made a Crime 
** in him not to admit a Proofs which Jefus 
** Chri/i hath not only not given, but which 
** he exprefsly declined/' 

And yet the fourEvangelifts and the Book 
of the Ads are full of Miracles, by which 
our Lord and the firft Preachers of the 
Faith eftablifhed their Authority, By de- 
nying a clear Point, the Author forces me 
to prove it ; but I will do fo in few words. 

To 
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To know the Defign of a Miracle, It is 
natural to hearken to him who performs it. 
Now Jefus Chriji himfelf faid to the Jews,! 
have greaterWttnefi than that of^ohn \for the 
Works which the Father hath given me toji-- 
nifti^ bear Witnefs 'of me, that the Father ' 
hathfent me^. And elfe where, If you he^ 
lieve not the Word which I /pake unto you, 
that the Father is in me, at leaji believe me for 
the Works that I do *. \ 

2. This fame Proof of his Miflion, Jefus 

gave to the two Difciples oijohn, when they 

came and afked him. Art thu he whofliould 

come, or are we to look for another^ He 

might have alledged for anfwer the Excel- 

jence of his Doftrine, and yet however fair 

this Proof may be, it is net what he 

iniifted upon on this Occafion : But in that 

fame Hour, fays St. huke, he delivered many 

from their Infirmities and Plagues, and to 

many wlio were blind he gavejigkt ; and then 

he faid unto fohri% Difciples, Go your 

Way^ and report to John what Things ye 

havefeen and heard j that the Blind fee, the 

Lame walk, the L^ers are cleanfed, the 

Deaf hear, the Dead are raifed up, and to 

the Poor the Gofpel is preached, -f* 

* John v.Vf&\ Cb, xiv. ir. 

-f Mat. xi. 2 — 5. Luke vii. 20 — 22. 

C In 
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In ihort, nothing could be more cxpf efs 
than the Reproach which "Jefus caft upoa 
Corazin^ Bethfaida^ and Capirnaum. Thefe 
are the very words of the Evangelift ; Then 
began "Jefus to upbraid the Cities 'wherein mojt 
of his mighty works were done^ becaufe ihey 
repented not. Woe unto thee^ Corazin ; wee 
unto thee 9 Bethfaida^ for if the mighty 
tf^orks which were done in the midft of ym^ 
had been done in Tyre and Sidony they would 
have y-epented long ago ! And thou,, Caper* 
naum, &c. * Thefe Paffages are fo clear, 
that they render all Commentary needlcfs/ 
I could continue to accumulate Paffages^ 
but the Defign of jfefus Chrijl in working 
Miracles is fo manifeft, that it is difficult 
to imagine how it can bt miftaken. ShaH 
It be faid, that he chofe to exert his Bene- 
licence, and that this is the Meaning of 
what he faid, that the Works which he did in 
his Father sNofne^b^re Witnefseffnmf But 
Works of Beneficence art a proof of a 
divine Miffion only fo hi as they are mira- 
culous, ; without this,, all that they prove 
is the Humanity, the Kindnefs, and, if 
you willj^ .the Skilfulnefs of tlieir Author. 
Qualities which may merit Confidence^ 

* Mat. XI. 20 — 24. Luke X* !3 — 15. 

but 
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but not what \% properly called Faith. 
One may be generous without being infal'- 
lible, and it would be a ftrange Pervcrfipn 
of the Rights of Gratitude, to pretend 
that an entire Submiffion of Mind and 
Heart is due to the Inftrudions of thofc 
who do us good *; 

Tho' the Miracle? of Jefus Cbrijl were 
Miracles of Charity, his End in perform- 
ing them, was to prove the Divinity of his 
Million. 1 apprehend his vrell-beloved 
Difciple better qualified than J^ay ojm^ to 
know his Mailer's Intendions refped:ing ^^ 
flatter ^ andhe fays, Jefustrufydtdmar^ ath^r 
Signs in. the Prefinci of his JD^cipks, which 
are not written in this Book. But thefe were 

♦ Here, in a l^ote, Mr. Roupau blames the Gene- 
rality of Tranflators, *< for having rendered by M- 
rdcks the original word, which properly fignifies. Vir^ 
tues. It is direftly contrary : Awa^K} the original 
word, docs not fignify Virtue^ but Fara^ MiracU : 
By rendering the Word, Virtuh ^^^y have led the 
Juthor into a Miftake. There is no Poubt, nor 
can there be, in the GreeV ; fmcc this Language has 
two different Words, Ajj.t« and Aw»f«< to e;<prefe tije 
double Senfe of f^/V/tt^. If there is any Doubt in oyr 
'franflation, Mr. Roujfeau fliould not expofe it, fince 
k fupplies his Syftem with a very weak Support to the 
Truth, and which comes t^ nothing, the Momeqit you 
ooofult the original. 

N 

I 

written 
C 2 
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written that you might believe that "J ejus is 
the Chrijl, the Son of God ^ and that believing 
ye might have Life eternal -f*. 

But let us hear Mr. Rouffeau^ " Jd^^ 
" Chriji gave in Proof of his divine Mif^ 
" fion, not Miracles ; but the Word : He 
*' who rejeBeth me^ faid he, hath that which. 
" j^^S^^h him. . Did he add, the Miracles 
'* which I have done fliall condemn him ? 
** no : But, the word which I have deliver- 
" ed, fhall condemn him */' 

And yet why {hall the Word delivered 
by yefus Chriji condemn the unbdicving 
Jew ? Becaufe it was evident that this 
Word was not that of a mere Man : For^ 
as our Z/^/T/fubjo.ins in the following /^^r/t' ^ 
I have not fpoken of myfelf ; but the Father 
who fent me. He gave me a Commandment 
what IJhouldfay %. If he does not lay in 
. fo many Words, " The Miracles which I 
" have done (ball condemn him," — Thefe 
Miracles themfelves fay it fufficiently fof 
him. Again, if he doth not exprefs him- 
felf pofitively here, he does fo elfewhere ; 
particularly in Chap. 15. where the 2 2d, 



-«i 



f John XX. 30, 31. 

• Letties p. 82. and John xii. 48. J Ver. 49. 
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23d, and 24th. Verfes are parallel toVcr. 48, 
49.. of Chap, xii . If I had riot come andfpoken 
tmtothem^ they would not have had Jin*,, but now 
they have no Cloak for their fn. And why arc 
they without Excufe ? The context informs 
us : If I had not done among them the Works 
which no other Man hath done^ they would not 
have had fin ; but now have they both feen^ 
and hated both me and my Father ^. The 
Reproaches paffed upon Chprazin and 
Bethfaida, are alfo founded upon their fatal 
Incredulity, in Spite of all the Miracles 
wrought in the very Midft of them. In 
fliort, is not the unpardonable fin, which 
the Gofpel calls the Blafphemy againfi the 
Holy GhofU that obftinate Infidelity, which 
made Men rejecit even thbfe Miracles 
which they faw with their own Eyes % ? 

If ^efus Chrijl fupported not his Miffion 
by Miracles, the Infidelity of the Jews 
would have had this very natural Excufe : 
^' Mofes, in whom wc believe, performed 
Miracles; but why doth Jefus, who is 
come to fet up a n&w wor(hip, and who 
'f pretends to no Icfs Authority, why doth 
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f John XV. 24.. 

X iice Matt, xii- 22-732. 
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•' he perform npoe ?" This is what the 
Phirifces do fay : W^ inow that God Jpaie 
to Mofes ; but as for this Man^ we kmw 
not whence he is. Jf Jefus Chrifi did per- 
form Miracles, we find an anfwer to tjiis 
faying, in that of the Man born blind : 
fFhy, herein is a marvellous ^hing^ that yt 
know not from whence he isy and yet he 
hath opened mine ^yes *• 

** But, fays the Author of the Let- 
^* ters +, Jcfus Chrlji declared himfelf . 
^* at .firft by preaching, and not by 
•* Miracles/' 

It is certain however that Miracles, pre* 
ceded pre^iiching ; for our Lord's preach- 
ing was certainly pofterior to his Birth^ 
which was preceded, accompanied and fol- 
lowed by feveral miraculous Gircumftances, 
the particulars of which are prefervcd to u5 
by the Evangelifts ; and to mention only 
his Miniftry, was not his Entrance upon 
it fignalized by a ftriking Miracle J ? "The 
Heavens openedy the Holy Spirit defc ended in 
avifible Sign upon him, and a voice from a-- 
fjfove was heardyfaying^ ^his is, my beloved Son ^^ 

in whom lam willpleafed. 

> 

f P. 76. + Johnix. 29, 30. X Matt. lii. ^6, 

It 



MrRACLE« tf the Go/pel. 23 

It ma^ttcrs little whether Jefus Chfiji 
performed Miracles before he preached^ 
or wheth* he preached before he perform- 
ed any Miracle^ The Gofpels leave us un- 
determined upon the Subjedj or rather 
they inform as that our L(^d preached 
and performed Miracles at the fame 'JTinic* 
St. Matthew ip his fourth Chapter tells us, 
that Jefus began to preach in Galilee the 
Kingdom of Heaven^ and fix Verfcs after 
he thus unfolds the Miinner in which 
yefus Chrijl preached the Gofpel : And Jefus 
^ent about all Galilee^ teaching in their fyna^ 
goguesy preaching the Gofpel of the Kingdom ^ 
and healing all Manner . of Sicknefs^ and all 
Manner (f Difeafe among the People *. 

When St. John in the fecond Chapter 
and eleventh Ytt^t. of his Gofpel fays, that 
this beginning of Miracles i&/ Jefus £^Cana 
4g/* Galilee, the meaning-may be that it was 
the^rll Miracle performed at Cana^^ in op- 
pofition to the fecond Miracle, related in 
Chap. iv. 47, &c. >yhich by no means ex- 
cludes the other Miracles wrought in Gali^ 
lee^ fome of which might precede the Mi- 
/-acle of Cana. See the End Qf the fourth 

P Matt. iv. 23. 

C 4 Chap. 
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Chapter of St. Matihemp.^ which we have 
already quoted. 

But-tho' it (hpuld be true that Jefus did 
his firft Miracle in G(flike^ is it not in 
Galilee that Jefus began the Fvin<aions of 
his Miniftry ? Was not Qana a Town of 
Galilee f and from all this may J not draw 
^ Conclufion quite diiferent from our Au- 
thor's, and fay that y^j did Miracles frona 
the bj^ginning of his Miqillerial Funct- 
tipns ? a Conclufion fo much' the better 
founded, as the date. of the Miracle per- 
formed at Cana is known. It was three. 
Days after the arriyal of Jefus in Gcflilee *, 
or the third Day qf his coming ipto that 
Country ^. Jefus being inclined to fup- 
port his preaching by Miraclqs, it was ncr 
ceflary that hi$ firft Miracle (hould do 
fome part ; and though it might be true 
. that he did not perform it, till the third 
Day after his arrival, was this a long delay- 
ing to giye a Proof of his Miffipn ? 

** But, continues the Author, Jefus 
^V without authorifing himfelf by any Mir 

f John ii. 3. 

t Thus the' Je5vs reckoned. Jfjus iflued from the 
Sepulchre three Days after he had been placed there ; 
that is to fay, the third Day of bis Burial. Of this we 
jn'ght give various Injlancps. 

J* r^cle^^ 
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** racles, had already affembled many Dif- 
** ciples about him */' 
- Now, what is Mr. Rouffeau\ Foundation 
for affirming that Jeft(s had already affem- 
bled many Difciples before he performed 
any Miracle I It, is evidently, the Calling 
of Andrew and Peter, of James the Son of 
Zebedee, and John his Brother, who follow- 
ed our Lord as foon as he faid to them. 
Follow me -f-. But Andrew the Difciple of 
John the' Baptift, had heard what John 
faid ; Ifaw the Spirit defcend from Heaven 
like a Dove, &c. and befides, he had juft 
been a Witnefs, as well as the other three, 
of a Miracle which Jefus had performed 
before his commanding them to follow 
him J. 

I add, that whatever was the perfuafion of 
his Difciples, it was not fuch as that the 
Miracle of Cana was entirely fuperfluous. 
This is proved by the latter End of that 
Verfe of which Mr, Roujfeau has quoted 
the beginning. This beginning of Miracles 
Jid ]c{us in Cana of Galilee, and manifefied 
Jofth his Glory 5 and his Difcipls believed on 
Jiim II . At leaft the whole fignifies that this 

f Lettres p. 76. t Matt. iv. 18, ii, and 19. 

X See Jchn i. 32. Luke v. I — II. 
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Miracles contributed to fortify the Difciples* 
Faith, who then faw the glory of thek 
Divine Mafter fhine forth with a renewed 

Splendor *. 



it 
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Concerning aur Lords Refujal fomitimes to 

work Miracles. 

HERE wc have a new a/Tertion, which is 
not better founded than tbeforniter. 
TheDcfign of our Lord's, Miracles was fo 
little to manifeft his Power, that they. 
** were never afked of hmx for diis End 
" but he refufed them -f-." 

Wc (hall foon fee whether it he true 
that Jefus always fcnt back with a refulal 
thofe'%htHii^ Miracles from him 

in order to ttteirCbnvidion. But is he 
then who proves his divine Miffion by Mj- 

* Whoever will read the firft Chapter of St. John\ 
Gofpel muft fee that the calling of the Apoftles tjierc 
mentioned) which was immediately confequent upon 
Chrift's Baptifniy was miraculous; as was alfo his Con- 
verfation with Nathanael: So that the beginning of His 
Miniftry was literally and i!i:siB}y Miraculous . Ei5itor, 

t Lett, p, 76. 

racle? 
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racks obliged to perform all that Imagma-^ 
tion may require; and which poffibly might 
not have all the Chara<fters conftituting 
true Miracle ? What then ihall we con- 
clude from the Refufal, but that the parti- 
cular Miracle required might be improper 
for manifefting a fupernatural power ? But 
let us follow Mr. Rouffeaus Advice, and 
in order to know clearly the defign of the 
Miracles of Jefus Chrift, let us run over 
the Hiftory of his Life. 

A remarkable Paflage in his Life was the 
Cure of the Man born blind. 

On feeing this Man, the Difciples afked 
their Mafter this Queftion, Is it the Jin of 
this Mariy or of his Parents^ which occajioned 
his being born blind ? Jefus anfwered them. 
Neither the Jin of this Man^ nor of his Pa^ 
rents-; but that the Works of God might be 
made manifejl in him. I muji work the 
Workf of him that fent me while it is Day ; — 
As long as lam in the World I am the light of 
the World *. After which he anointed the 
Eyes of the blind, and cured him. We may 
fee that "Jefus prepared' the Minds of his 
Difcrples with .regard to the Miracle 
which he was about to perform as a Proof 
pf the Truth of his Miflion. 

t Johnix. i-r^C^. 

. Another 
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Another Inftance : Jejiis having faid 
to the Paralytic, tky Jins are forgiven thee : 
Some Scribes cried out, Jf^hy doth this Man 
thus /peak Blafphemies ? J tfus Jaid unto them, 
why have you fuch thoughts ? Which is mojl 
eafy^ to fay to a Paralj tiCy Thyfns are forgiven 
thee ; or to fay unto him^ ' Arife, and take up 
thy Bed J and walk ? But that ye may know 
that the Sen of Man hath power to forgive 
fnsy He faith to the fick of the Palfy^ I fay 
unto thee^ Arife ; and he went forth before all 
the People *. 

Laftly, the Rcfurreiftion of Lazarus 
followed in fome Meafure the Requeft of 
^ Miracle. The Jews were informed of 
the Cure of the Man born blind. When 
they faw "Jefui approach ljazarus\ ' Sepul- 
chre, they faid, could not this Man, who opened 
the Eyes of the blind, have caufed that this 
Man Jhould not have died 'f ? The Cure of 
the Man born blind not having produced 
\n their Souls a full pgrfuafipn of the divine 
Authority of Chriji, they inftigated him 
to work this new Miraple. Jfus upon 
this addrefles himfelf to his Father. Lord^ 
I thank thee, that thou haji heard me ; — and 

* Matt, ix, 2, &c. Mark ii, i, f.?:. 
+ John xi, 37. 



Miracles of the GoJpeL 29 

this I fay hecaufe of. the people which fiand by, 
that they may believe that thou haft fent 



tne *. 



*^ But, adds our Author, whenever the 
" Jews infi ft ed upon this kind of Proof, he 
" always fent them back with Con- 
" tempt, without ever deigning to fatisfy 
« them f ." 

It is true, our Lord's anfwer to 
the Perfon who befought him to cure his 
Son is quoted for this Purpofe : Except ye 
fee Signs and Wonders ye ivill not believe J. 
But without going very far in Search for / 
Proofs of the Condefcenfion of the Son of . 
Gon in thi« Refped:, the Paffage of his 
Hiftory here produced is a , moft ftriking 
Inftance. A nobleman, whofe Son was 
fick 2,t Capernaum |j, having heard that y^^i* 
was come from Judea into G alike ^ met 
him, and intreated that he would be 

r 

pleafed to cure his Son, w;ho was at the 
Point of Death. Jefus faidunto him. Except ' 
you fee Signs and Wonders, you will not believe. 
He anfwered. Sir, come down ere my Child 
die ! Jefus replied to him. Go thy Way ; 
thy Son liveth. Hebelievedwhat Jefus told him ^ 

* Ver. 41, 42, f p. 79. 

X Jobn i.v. 48 ' J V. 46, 47. 

and 
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and went away. On his Return he met 
fomeof his Servants coming to him, to 
inform him that hi^ Son was well. He 
enquired of them at what Hour the Pju- 
tient grew better ? They anfwered that it 
was Tejferday about thefeventh Hour. Then 
he knew that it was the Hour in which 
^efus^ had faid to htm,, thy Son liveth. This 
Example proves that we are not to admit 
without Exception what our Author ad- 
vances ; " that whenever the Jews infifted 
^* upon this kind of Proof, lit always i^iat 
** them away with Contempt, without ever 
** deigning to fatisfythem." If any one will • 
cut the Matter ihort by faying that Jefus 
performed this Miracle as a Work of Cha- 
rity, and not in Proof of his Miflion j why 
did Jefus Chrifi vent that Reproach, exceft 
you fie Signs and Wonders ym will not be^ 
Ueve? So that vfp muft allow, the ef- 
fe<^ greatly exceeded Explication 3 fince 
after this Miracle, the M^nbeUeved in Jefus^ 
and his whde Uoufe ^f. 

But here we have the refufel of a Miracle 
upon a very iblemn Occafion. " His Courfc 
** was now far advannced, when the Dk>c- 
** tors feeing him a£i the Prophet very well 

• John xi. 50. * 

^* took 
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** took it into their Heads to afk of him a 
•* Sign. To this, according to jon. Sirs, 
** whatought our Lord tohaveanfwercd ?— 
*• you ask a Sign, you have a hundred : 
** Cana, the Centurion, the Lepers, &c. 
** witnefs for nic : Behold itiy Signs ; why 
•* do you pKtend not to fee them * ?" 

This is fAv.Rouffeau*s favourite argument; 
he repeats it with Reliih, and fancies it 
ifuvmcMe : -|- •^ The Invincible argument, 
fay he, returns again/' Nodiing however 
is more eafy than to anfwer it. 

Without reproaching Mr. Rouffmu for 
tliat Exp^eflion of aSling thi Pr(fket ; it is 
i^nough for me to conclude that, according 
to him, Jefus had declared himfelf a Pro- 
phet, and produced his Title as fuch : For 
it wasnet fufficient to fay, " I am a Prophet," 
\o *ngagc the Jews td hear him : Had he de- 
fired to be believed upcm his bare Word, 
nothing was more natural than the Requeft 
of the Jews ; unlefs it be faid that Jefus 
Iwd steady doile a Number of Miracles ; 
for then it was a little late in the Pharifees 
ito diink of demanding from him a Proof, 
which he had before fully given. 

*' To this demand of a Sign, whatfliould 
** Jefus have anfwefcd ? — You demand a 
*^ Sign ; you have had an hundred." 
* Page 76. t P- 79« 

This 
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TJiis Anfwer which, upon our Syftcm 
according to Mr. RouJJeau, "J^Jus ought to 
have given, is indeed fo natural, that he 
really did give it upon a nearly finvilar 
Occafion, after the Cure of the Man born 
blind. As "Jefus was walking in the Temple, 
ih Solomons Porch, the Jews came round 
him, and faid to him." How long .wilt thou 
keep us in Sufpence ? If thou, art the Ckriji, 
tell us plainly */' To this what is his Re- 
ply ? Qoes he fay *^ ^You demand a Miracle; 
*' you have had a hundred ?" This, ac- 
cording to Mr. Roujfeau would have been 
to evade the Queftion. Befides, this Proof 
was equivocal, and there needed one more 
ftriking. But let us hear our Loi^d, and 
we fhall fee that his anfwer differs but little 
from that. I have toldyouy and you believe 
me not ; the Works which I do in my Fathers 
Name^ the fame hear Witnefs of me i Many 
good Works have I /hewn you from my Father. 
If I do not the Works of my Father^ believe 
me not. But if I do^ and you will not be^ 
lieve me^ at leaf believe my Works ; that ye 
may know and believe that my Father^ is in me^ 
and I in him -f-. 

• John X, 24. f Ver. 25, 32, 37/38. 
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Was not this to make them blufli at 
their Demand? Was not this telling 
them, almoft in fo many words, ** Cand:, 
the Centurion, the Lepers, the Blind, the 
Palfied, Judea, Galilee, teftify for 
me. Thcfe . arc my Signs. Why do 
** you pretend not to fee * ?". The Speech 
which Mr. i2(?^^« imagines, he has lent our 
Lord, is a pretty good Paraphrafe of that 
which he really delivered ; and is not the 
. Demand of the Jews as riiifplaced, as that 
' of a Mart who fhould fay to Frederick^ 
Thou art faid to be a great General ; and 
why fo ? What haft thou done to fhcw 
thee fuch ? What Vidtory haft thou 
gained ? What Places haft thou taken ? 
•' What March haft tl^ou made ? What 
Field. haft thou covered with Glory? By 
what Right beareft thou the Nanic of 
Great t ?" ' ' : 

But what anf«?er does jf^/us give to the 
JPharifecs' Requeft ? A, picked ^ and qdul-- 
terous Nation feiketh a Sign, and there 
Jhall no Sign be given it, but that of the 
Prophet Jonah ; and he turned his Back * 
tiponthem, and went aivay. 
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. It muft be confined this Anfwf^r could 
liardly bo ihorter ; the Surprizip. incre^ies 
•when one fees thajt in order to co.ak.eit, our 
Author has «^ combined the Narration of 
tcv^a Evangelifts;, but he.informa n^ in 
a Note, * that he has purpofely abridge- 
-eJit. ...... ^ . .^ 

-^^Mr. R^uffeau has v not .^nly ^i/Jifg^d .oar 
LoR d's anfwer, but theDemand alfo of the 
Jews, who fpecify the Miracle they w^ihtd 
to fee ; it is a Sign f rem Heaven. . ^hi PJia-- 
rifees and Sadduc^s^ came ta yefus^ tempting 
htm, and dejired that he. would.. /hen». them 

' a Sign from Heaven ; hut fie anfi^ertd, fhem^ 

• In the Evening you fay, it mll.bg fair Wea-- 
tberfor the Sky is red: T^4UinJifcern the- ap^ 

^ fearances rf the Sky \iuty€U cannot difcern the 
Signs of the ^time -f .- The Reproof w^as in- 
ftrudiye ; and taught them that the very 
Time ia which they lived, was, a. great 
Leflbn to^Acni r It was that of the Mani- 

" feftationofthc Mcffiah, according... ta. the 
ancient Prophets J. Again, this. Exprpfjion 

- x)f our Saviour, ytm confider^twt tfie "Signs ^ the 
frefent T'ime, ought to have. rocaUed. to, the 
minds of the Pharifees, the innum^crable 

* P. 77, ^ Matt. xvi. I, &c. 

t P. 77. Matt. xii. 

Miracles 
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JJ^iracles which fee had pe^rfctrm^cdi ajitl 
which proved his ..diyine Aliffip^a. Jt wi^s 
therefore as if.hehsMi faid ^ ** Xqu a,j(k a 
** Sign 3 aad you have had an huwired ?*' 
The Prodigy which ypu demand wpd,d, 
not be more convinoing than thofe wjiiqh 
you already have, IjcforeyQu, and;to whi?h 
you refufe Aflcnt. 

To thefe . Proofs Jefus adds aaQther, 

drawn from his.&ture Re&rre^lipn. I .oi^n ' 

it is ejfprefl^d v?ry concifely, ;,acjeordujg ^o 

our Author. *^ "There, JhflLmMther Sign J^fc 

** given to this rQeneratknythantijat ^ f/ie 

^* Prophet Jonah ; and he turned his ^ofk 

*^ upon\them^ and went off/^J'^ An.Anfwer^ 

intirely like thij, .nacfttianed in the- i;&th 

Chapter of the fame, Ggij^d, clfars^jUp ^is 

of our Saviour. ^* I deny it'^fays r^Jr. 

RAUJjeau ^-. The Sji^Uit^c, however^ is 

moft remarkaj^le, as we^fhltUjV^g®! jon 

compari^^tfre j^vro, Piiffagea : rThat in -the 

Mth. ;Gh^,4as:as:fallQws : {l^k^inrtain 

cftbe Serihes md\(jf iheJ^hmfies.fi^Mto 

}t£Ms,Mafier^ we. vitmidf^jAiSignfnmtkeei 

But he. i^r^^mtrt^d them, ■an.eu^l andadu/teGpus 

. Generatim.f&iith lifter .a ' Sign^ . ard\ there 

* P. 77. Matt-c«u. f P.. 75. 

t V. 38. 
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Jhall no Sign be given to it, but that of the 
Prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three 

' Days and three Nights in the Belly of a great 
Fijhy fo Jhall the Son of Man be three Days 

' andthrei Nights in the center of the Earth. 

' Let us now -fee the Paflagc m Chap. 1 6. 

' We fliall be ftruck with the Rcfemblance. 
The Pharifeesy and the Sadducees came to 

' tempt Jefus, and demanded of him to Jlicm 
them a Sign from Hean)en.. He anjwered 

' them; In the Evening yefdy, &c. A wicked 
and adulterous Generation feeketh after a 
Sign y but it Jhall have tio other than that of 
the Prophet Jonah *.- Who -fees hot that' it 
is cxiftly the fame AnfWer, twice given, 
which the Evangelift has abridged in Chap. 
16. after having related it at large in 

• Chapi*i2? • ' :' ' 

Mr. J!2(?^^kV Critique, is moft extraor- 

- dinary : ** The ^x^n^ifonah^ fays he, is his 

' ^* pfieaching to the N/nevites -f .** 

And yet the flighted Attention is fuf- 
ficicnt Xo convince that the Sign of "Jonah is 
his deliverahce after haviftg been three 
Days and three Nights in the Belly of a 

' great Fifli. This is evident from a Com- 

• Matt.xii. I. 4 P« 78. 

parifon 
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parifon of Chap. la. with Chap; 16 ; and 
tfie Author only-oppofes an / deny it^ ,to the 
the Evidence refulting from this Com- ' 
parifon. 

*^ But Jefus Chrtjl declared to the Jews, 
*' that there fhould no Sign be given them :* 
" If therefore "^efus Chrtfi had promifed 
" his RefurrexSiion, he would have contra- 
*^. diAed himfelf *." 

Where does this Aflcrtion lead ? It 
leads to the declaring that 'jefm Oiri/l 
ought not to rife again r For if thro' Fear 
of contradifting himfelf, Ji^j* ought not to 
promife hisRefurreftion, much more ought 
he not to rife again. For to rife was a 
Sign ; and Jefus Chriji had declared that 
there (hould be given no Sign, none at all, 

not one +. 

Had our Author examined the Words of 
Jefus Chriji more nearly,^ and attended to 
them with more exadnefs, >he would not 
have involved himfelf in this Labyrinth, 
Jefus Chriji refufes to the Pharifees the 
Sigh which they demanded of him : But 
what Sign ? Is it every fort of Sign ? No : 
A^ Signfrom Heaven j this is the objcfl: of 

♦ Page 78, t Page 19* 

I>4 his 
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Jiis ilrfufal : After this wfll any one believe?! 
that Jefiis edul4 not promife his Rcfurrccr- 
tion without contradifting himfelf, nor 
rife from the Dead without violating liis 
Engagement ? 

This Si^ from U^aven was evidently 
fome extraordinary Pho^nomcnon in the 
Air *y fome Prodigy, fuiting the Idea which 
they had conceived of the Ppmp Qf a hea- 
venly King who ihoutd ^ defcend upon 
Earth, tp reign over the Univerfe, and exalt 
the Jewiih People above every other Na- 
tion. Whatever be the Sign from Heanen 
* which the Jews recjuirc, their cjemand 

dbe§ 

. * This PiirticUlar ref^efiing 9 Sign from Heaven, 
which has been a common Subjedl aqiongft Infidels, is 
ib well eliic^date^ by Dr. Gerard^ in his excellent Dif- 
ftriatUns on tht Gmm and Evidence 9/ Ck^ifianity^ that 
ife ^annot withold the Paflage from our Reader ; 
whoin we refer with the greateft pleafure to the Work 
iffclf. *' The Jews, fays this iogenioos Writer, a(ked ^ 
A7^« from J^ft^s at federal different Times. At the 
firft paffover he began his publick Miniftry, when he 
had driven the Sellers of Cattle, and the Changers of 
Money out "of the Temple. Thi jews fa'td unto bim^ 
What Sign {hgweji thou tint^ us, &ci John ii. 18 , 
19, 21. After he hafi performed a Miraculous Cure, 
fi> remarkable^ that ail the Piople were amazed^ an4 
fold. Is not this the Son ^ David ? and afttf be had 
proved by tl\e moft convincing re^foning, that his Mi- 
racles were wrought by the Pbwer of Gon, and there- 
fore were Evidences^ tkat the Kingdom ojT God, was 

com€ 



MiRACLEL of the GoJpeL 39 

does not imply that ^^ had yet perform-* 

^d'hyitkv^Si^klfon Earth i^ Qa the con-. 

trary, 

€ome nnto them ; Certain of the Scribes and Pharifees an- 
fijoeredy faying^ Majler^ wewouldfee a Sign fromHeaven^ 
from tbee^ Vc» Matt xii, 38 — 40. Luke xi. i6» 29, 30. 
Soon after our Saviour bad the fecond Time fed a, 
great Multitude by a Miracle, the Pbarifees^ afraid, it 
would (eem, left all Men fliould follow hiofit ^^d eager, 
to difcrcdit bim, by demanding wbat he had ^oftener 
than once declined giving, and wbat they therefore 
thought themfelves certain that he could not give, cami 
with the Sadducees^ andy tempting^ difiredtbat bewould^ 
fhew them a Sign from Heaven : He anjivered andfaid^ (!f <• 
Matt* xvi« I— '4. Mark viii.. w^ la. In the firft 
Inftance the demand was made immediately after a^i. 
Adion which implied bis aflufping Very great and ex- 
traordinary Authority ; and .befone this Time be had 
been declared to be the Son of Go]> by theimiraculQus 
Teflimony at his Baptifm : Me bad been poinded out 
for the Meifiah by 7«fti, who was owned to be a Pro- 
phet; he had himfelf wrought Ibme Miraclestand he 
had juft done what may not improperly be conlidered 
as partaking of the Nature of a Miracle. In the other 
two Inftances, the demand was almoft immedjater 
iy occafioned by very fiupendous Miracles, which he 
had performed. Thefe Circumftances, aa well as th^ 
manner \k which the demand itf^lf is exprefled, na* 
turally lead us to think, that it was not a great Miracle 
in general, but fome one determinate Sign, which they 
had in their Eye, and which was peculiarly reckoned the 
Sign of the Son of Man. It is fometimes called a Sign 
from Heaven^ and we can fcarce doubt that they 
meant the very fame Sign in all their different De- 
mands. This having been once refufed, they repeatedly 
afked it, with an Air of Triumph, as if they expe6iea 
that it would be refufed, and thought that no Evidence 
•without it could prove y^f/Ki to be the Meffiah. It ia 
remarkable too, that fejus conQantly refufed the Sign 

D 4 which 
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trary, if the Jews do not require any of 

this order, it is becaufe with Refpeft to 

fuch Signs they had nothing to dcfire. 

Our 



which they aflccd ; and t hat his Anfwcr is always to the 
fame Purpofe, though exprefled in different Ways, 
and never fails to include an Intimation of his own 
Rcfurreftion frpm the Dead. 1 his laft Circumftance 
is the more remarkabk, becaufe he fcarce ever intimated 
his Refurredion in fpeaicing to the promifcuous Mul- 
titude, except when a Sign was aiked. In order to 
account for thefe Circumftances, and to underftand the 
real Import as well as the Propriety oi Chriji's Anfwers 
to their repeated demand, let us endeavour to af- 
certain what was moil probably the real Nature of the 
Sign which they expeifibd. Daniel had faid concerning 
the Meifiah, I faw in thg J^igbt Fijions, and behold I 
§ne^ like the Son ifMan^ came with the Cloud's of Heaven^ 
and came to the Ancient of Days^ and they brought him 
near before him : And there was given him Dominion and' 
Gloryj and a Kingdom^ that all Pefiple^ Nations^ and 
Languages JhouJd ferve him. Chap. vii. 13, 14. The 
Jews miftook the Senfe of this Predi^ion : They feem 
to have concluded from it, that the Mefliah would 
come down from Heaven in vifible Glory, in the 
Charader of a Temporal Prince, put himfelf at their 
Head, and lead them forth to conquer all their Enemies, 
and to ere£t an univerfal Empire : and whenever they 
afked a Sign from yefus their meaning was that he 
ihould appear in this very manner. Indeed they had 
come to reckon fuch an appearance fo , proper and deter- 
minate a mark of the Meffiah,'that it was a common 
Periphraji^ for his Name. This is plain frohi what 
happened kt our Saviour*s Trial : 7'he high Prieft 
faid, / adjure thee by the living God, that thoi/^ 
fell us whether ^ou be iBe Chrijl^ the Son of Go^. 
y^fus: anfwered in Terms equivalent to thqfe 
of DanieH Predidion, Tho^ haji faid j neverthelefs 
I fay untoyou^ hereafter ftjall ye fee the Son of Man fitting 
at the Right Hand of Power ^ (ind cokning in the Clouds of 

Heaven. 
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Our Lord's Refufal to acquiefce in the 
demand of the Pharifees ought not to fur- 
prife usi He had already performed ia 
their ' Prefence more than one Miracle, 
without convincing them : He had very 
recently cured before their Eyes a Man 
blind and dumb ♦ : Had they a Right' to 
demand from him new Miracles ? A Mi- 

Heaven* Matt xxv. .63; 64. Mark xiv. 61, 62. 
This was intended to bt a direA anfwer to the Queflion^ 
and it was underftood to be fuch. If thiswas their mean^ 
ing, we may perceive how naturally they made the de- 
mand immediately after he had amimed extraordinary 
Authority, or wrought 'great Miracles : They were 
admonifhed by thefe ; they could fcarcc help fufpefting 
that y^fus was more than an ordinary Perfon, though 
tbe^ were very unwilling to fuppofe it : Yet ftill tbey 
mifled in him» what they reckoned an eflential Charac- 
ter, nay the precife Charadleriftic of die promifed 
MeiEah ; his coming down from Heaven in the manner 
defined by their Interpretation of Daniel's prcdiftion : 
They therefore aflced hioi to put his .claim.out of doubt, 
by exhibiting this Sign. They might have been led to 
make this demand, not only by their unbelief^ but alfo 
by feme Degree of Sufpicion that Jefus would perhaps 
give this Proof cfhis being the Mefliah afterwards, 
though the Time for it was not yet come : The latter 
of thtte Caufes had, it may be, fame Influence upon 
them when they made the demand at firft ; but in the 
fucceeding Inftances they were afluated folely by the 
other. Our Saviour's refufing a Sign when it was de- 
manded, has been a great Subjedt of Obje£lion, and 
has 'x been particula^Jy allcdged as a Proof that he was 
unwilling to give all the Evidence of his Miffion which 
bp might have given, or to fatisfy the underftandings of 
ft/Ien^'* &c. &c. 
'^ jyiatt. xii. 22. 

racle 
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ragkj ^^Qp^- H?^y^ would ^ not have tri- 
um£be(l - oyejr tbj^ir Hardncfs of B clicf.. 
Tjbpy wjQuld hayc, attributed, i^,* without 
doubt> to, tbe. Power of Beelzebub, who, ac- 
cording to their"] Theology, >vas the Pr/w^ 
of the. Air ^ and could of courfe work Mi* 

raql?s. there, ftill better than upon Earth. 
Pcrlvips too the Diftance might have ap- 
peared a Reafon to doubt : But the Signs of 
Earths VftK. feen near 5 they were palpable 
Signs, of whofe Evidence they might 
aflbre themfelves by various Senfes. * 

" But thi Refufal of Jefus Chriji occa- 
** fionc,4 his lofing feveral Difpiples, who 
•* thought as your Divines do." ^ 

There is however this Differehce: our 
Divines believe in Miracles without baving 
fccn Miracles 5 whereas ipme Difciples 
had feen them without being fully per- 

♦ To engage our Lord to work Miracles, it was not 
fufficientto demand it ; It was neceflary to do it with a 
;ood Defign, and with a Defigfi analogous to that of 
^efus in performing them ; which was, to fupport his 
)o£trines upon the Authority of God himfelf. But 
what View animates the Pharifees ? Would they be in* 
firu£led and profited by the Saviour's Teaching ? No; 
they are feeking to entrap him :' This the Evangelift ex* 
jprefsly declares : They hope he will furnifli them with 
ibme plaufible Pretence to accpfe him, and to fay that 
be hath made himfelf to be a King. 

fuaded. 
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liiaddd* I judge better of our Diirlnes^ tlisui 

Mr. Raujfiau does. None of them in ibdi 
» Cafe would kavc detached hitnibt£ from 
faie^Ma^r ; not eyen him wlio&id|» ^ ^^ Let 
^^ me be jhenxm Miracles ^ and I will idkve tM 
^ Miracles ;'' fince, if he had. beea in the 
Jews' Cafe, he would have feen Miraclesw ^ 
Mr. Rouffeau goes on ; J ** Tbeu^ we 
jQiould grant that the Sign of Jonah is not 
his Preaching to the NineviteSf the ut- 
•^ moil: that Jejus Ckrt/^ reppefent« wSl be 
•* his own Death : Now the DeaA of a 
•* Man is not a Miracle ; nor is it one, that 
^ a body fliould be taken from the Eardl» 
* * after having remained there three Days.*' 
I know not what Mr. Rouffeau calls 'wrejt*' 
fng Scripture, if the explaining it thus it 
not ; nor do I know whether I ought t(b 
anfwer him ferioufly : Shall I tell him that 
there may be a Miracle in the Manner of 
a dead Body's ifibing from the Eaitlh ; that 
this depends upon the State of that Body; 
that if the Body, when ukcn from the 
Earth, is but a Carcafe, there is no Mira^ 
pie in the Cafe j that if, having been in*- 

* Letter to the Aichbifhop, &c. p. ioS» 
+ Sec John vi. 26. "^ 

:^ I^etter fro^ the Mountain> p* 79* 

•terrcd 
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tcrrcd diad, it cOmcs forth alive, the Mi- 
racle is certain ; and that J^x, fpeaking of 
what fhould happen to him as of % Sign^ 
i. e. of a great Miracle, did announce fome- 
thing extraordinary when he declared, that 
hejhouldbe put in the Earth, and that he 
Jhould iffue from tlience at the End of three 
2)mr5 ?— But all this is to be underftood of 

himfelf. 

It is no lefs eafy to comprehend what 
yejus alludes to in the Hiftory of Jonah. 
It is not fo much to his Preaching in Niner^ 
veh, as to that miraculous Deliverance which 
in a Manner fealed and confirmed it. When 
therefore the Pharifees demanded a Sign of 
our Lord, it would hat;e been to elude their 
Requeft by a vain Evafion, to alledge his 
own Preaching: The Pharifees did not 
doubt of his Preaching, they only defired 
it might be countenanced by a new Sign.-^ 
But I am again falling into the Inconvcni^ 
cnce of repeating Things too clear- 
There remains but one Doubt, which 
is eafily refolved 5 ** What Kind of Proof. 
« would this be, to authorize himfelf dur 
*' ring his Life, by a Sign which could not 
f * take Place till after his Death T' * 



*^^^^' There 
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. There would be fomething in t|?c Ob- 
jcflioh, li Jefus Chriji A\xnv\^ his Life- time 
hsA given no Prcxif of thQ Divinity of his 
Miffion, and. had Jinuted himfelf to the 
Promife of fuch Proof. But : how many 
Miracles, in divers Kinds, had Jefus. already 
performed I Of this the Pharif^es were not 
ignorant ; they, who had juft been witnefs 
to a miraculous Cure, while they were not 
afliamed to give the Honour of that Cure 

to the Father of Lies ! We muft not be fur- 

• • ■ • • 

prifed therefore that Jejits fhould refer them 
to a Prodigy, — which was not what they 
chofe, J grant, but which w^s'.notfor that 
, ReafoA left wift, ,an.d which - formed an, ef- 
. feptial Part of the Plan of the Gofpel Oe- 
ConOmy^ 1 look upon his owaiRefqrcedion, 
as the tru9/5ign of the Mefliah;.and a Mi- 
racle^ the moft* ftriking and:t|\fi flioft deci- 
five inFavQUc-of hi^iMilfiott^ Indeed, as 
$t. F^«/ obferv^s, Jefus deqlar^d hin^elf the 
Son of God in a powerful Manner r kj/ifiis l^fur-^ 
reStim from the Dead; ^ As^hia Courfeiwas 
alrejcdy very far advanced^ ;whc*n h^ gate 
them, this Refiifal, to refeij 'them, to his ap- 
proaching Refurrc^tion waauotrto refer to 
a very remote JPeriod. Be-thlsL -however as 



* Rom. i. 4. 
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itma^ 1&US BLdCufrefiion hairing .arclved, 
atcdwith(Circaniiflances which place it C6i> 
takily bdy^mrd all Bxceptlon^ is it light to 
fay^ that to promife them a ^ign which 
touid not be vifible till after his Death, 
Wds *^^' to attempt only to deceive Infidels, 
" :anid^^whidei:heCandle.unaer aBu&el ?" * 



■ 
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l^ly^ifus required Faith in thfe !tvhom he 

cured. 

TtttSi^/^'iiew Argument of Mr. Rouf- 
^^fiiUis. *' Mirades, fays he,^ '^ ^tt -fo 

• ^* -mueh thelefs proper ta eftablifli Faith, 4s 
tbsy pre^fuppoie Faith : Jndeedy Jifus^ ra- 
qirincd Rjiith before he perforrfeedtheMi- 

••* racle ; nay ^ it is faid in Mark vi.'5, that 
** jefuseov\A: work no Miracle in his own 

* ** Coentry, onilccount of the Unbelief of 
^^ ICs^lAh^bitants.*' 

Jomtier taanfivef thisQl^€biony wenmfl: 
&e rile ffaflageit&lf. Thefe Jtfus^ could do 
mo M^ity^todtky five that \ he Jaid Us. Hands 
iipoft 41 fenoifick iFolkyOndiheakd them. The 
Omiffipa !o£ : thefa Words . is liable tor lead 

•p. 79. tP.83. 

the 
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the Reader into a Miftakc ; who/might con- 
clude from the Obje<aion propofed, that 
Jefus was under ibme natural Incapacity-to 
perform any Miracle upon thi$ Occafion. 
But if he did perform, tho* ever fi) few, 
then'he had the Power to perform them : 
' And there is a ^reat Difference betwitt do- 
ing no Miracles at all, &nd doing hut a few. 
If in certain Places yefus performed but 
^ few Miracles, 'the Evdngelifts inforni tis, 
, that the Unbelief of Men was the Caufe. 
This Dnbelief'confifted' not only in hot 
believing, but inoDltmately refufing notto 
, believe. Thus it is joined to tiardnefs of 
, ife^/, Mark xvL lij.. Infidelity in the New 
Teftament.almoft always fignilics that Dif- 
pbfition of Mind and Heart, which caufes 
Men to rejeA the moft convincing Proofs. 

"Jefus did not perform Miracles out of 
OftentatFqn, but with ^ Views worthy ^ of 
* his WiiTdom. His dicl riot go in Search of 
Sick in order f o cure them ^ but he Cilrcd 
"thofe whom their Confidence in ^irfi,ismd 
their Eager^efs to feefc him out, ^ r^ndired 
moft worthy of that Favour *. Few Per- 
fons at Nazareth had this' Eagcrriefs rac- 



• «■ • 1, i 
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cordingly, few Perfons^ experienced the Ef* 
fed of his' fupematural Power. 

It is cafy therefore to comprehend why 
Jefus abftained from doing many Miracles, 
where he faw Men's mind^ ill difpofed to 
profit by them. He met with many of 
this StampI; haughty Difpofitions,, warped 
by their Prejudices, and determined never 
to yield ; fuch, whofe obftinacy the moft 
ftriking Miracles would have tended only 
to render more criminal. The" Miracles 
of Jefus Chriji being, as Mr. Roujfeau obfer- 
ves. Works oiKindnefs^ of Charity ^ ofBene^ 
jicence^ of Mercy, and their End being, not 
to aftonifh, but to, cocvince; when 
^efus ChriJI - faw that their efFed: would 
be not to convince, he judged it proper 
to do but very few, or even none at 
all. But it by no Means follows from 
hence, that they are not in their Nature 
proper to eftablifti Faith. All that can be 
concluded from them, is, that they do not 
always perfuade. Again i this Oeconomy of 
Miracles, from which Mr. Roujfeau pre- 
tends to infift that Jefus Chriji did not em- 
ploy , Miracles in Atteftation of his divine 
Miflion, proves diametrically the Con- 
trary : For, if thefe Mirjicles were merely 
K&,ioi Kindnefs, Charity , and Beneficence -, 
if they were Virtues rather than Prodigies ; 

why 
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why did the Infidelity of Men hinder him 
from performing them? If thefe Works 
were ufelefs as Miracles, they were not 
to as Virtues. Thofc were ever good 
Works which wrought Cures, if not fpiri- 
tual, atleaft corporeal. ; 

And now it will be more eafy to con- 
ceive in what fenfe Jefus Chriji required 
Faith before he performed the Miracle. 

Firft I obferve, that \i Jefus Chriji fome- 
times made this Demand, he did it not al- 
ways. When he began to preach in 
Galilee f he cured the Sick, &c.' Matt. iv. 
23. It is not iaid that he required this 
Declaration of them : He did it not till 
after he had already cured a great many. 

What then was the meaning of that de- 
mand, have you Faith ? It amounted to 
this : What are your Views ? Is it the 
perfuafion that I am fent from God which 
makes you come to me ? Do you believe 
that my power is fupernatural ? And if I 
grant you your Requeft, ihall you be 
more confirmed in this Belief ? By a Quefr 
tion of this kind Jefus ftrongly ' recalled 

to mind, the Multitude of his Miracles, 

«- • 

and pointed out the conctufion to be drawn 
■from thence, in Favouf of the Divinity of 

E his 
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his Miflion. If mere Curlofity, if a fecrct 
Intention to lay a Snare for him, and efpe- 
cially, if the Idea that he performed his 
Miracles by the power of the Devils enter- 
ed into the demand of thofe who required of 
him a Miracle, his Wifdom then refufed 
it ; for he had no Defign either to flatter 
the Curipfity, or to increafe the Infults 
of infidel Spedlators. 

With Refpeft to thofe honejl and good 
Hearts, who were difpofed to acknowledge 
the Miraculous power of the Saviour, and 
who fincerely defired to experience its hap- 
py Effedts f the Miracle fucceeding their 
demand, was well adapted to attach them 
ftrongly to him,, and to make new Difci- 
ples to his Religion^ 



CHAP. VL 

^hat yefus ChriJI rendered his Miracks fuf" 

Jiciently publich 

ANother Proof that "Jefus Chrift did 
not perform his Miracles to qfta- 
blifh his Charadler as fent from God,, is,, 
according to Mr, Roujfeau, " That he did. 
^ not give them the Eclat and Authentic!- 
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:^Jf ty neceffjry Iq make thsm true Signs : 
•• But that he performe/i them wpjan private 
** Occafions, th^ choice of which do not 
■*^ cyidence a public Teftimony^/' 

What does the Author jPfxean by private 
Occafions ? Dqcs he ni^eap th^t when the 
Occafion of curing the Sjck prefented itf 
felf, Jefus cured them ?-~I grant \t 5 but be- 
caufe thcfe Occafions were frequent, can it 
be concluded from thence that he perform- 
ed them only upon Occqfipn ; «Ad that he 
jdid not make them the Proof of his divine 
Miflion ? 

I rather prefume that by private Occa^ 
Jions^ the Author means the little Notoriety 
of die Gofpel Miracles. This Idea is 
nearly conformable with his Emilius -f*, 
where it is infinuated that the Miracles of 
die <^ofpel were performed beft>re a few 
obfcure Perfons. 

The Queftion then betwixt the Anthor 
and us, is thi? : Had the Miracles of Jefus 
Chrift^ the neceflary Notoriety ?,Tr-To re- 
fblve this Queftion^ let us turn over the 
Hiftory of his Life . 

This Hiflory is that of his Mirades : 
Of thefe he performed a very great Num- 

* Lett- p, 76. - Vol. Ill, P, 112. 

E'a bcr 
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ber during the Courfe of his Miniftry ^ 

This Mr. Rouffeau cannot deny. 

All thcfe Miracles were not equally 

public : I fliall fliew the Reafon prefently : 

But how many of them were there which 

had all the Eclat ^ and all ^tr Authenticity 

•that can be defired ? 

• Were the Miracles performed in Galilee 

without Eclat ? But what does St. Matthew 

tell us? Jejus cured all manner of Sicknefsy 

and all manner of Difeafe amongjl the People ; 

and his fame went abroad throughout all Sy-- 
ridy and they brought unto him all thejick Peo-- 

pie, and he was followed by great Multitudes 

of the People *. 

Was the Cure of the Parylitic, who took 

up his Bed, and walked forth before all the 

People -f, a Miracle without Eclat ? And 

that of the Widov/ of Nains Son ? Who 

rofe from his Bier, in the prefence of much 

People of ihe City, who cried out at the 

fight, a ^reat Prophet is rifen up amongji 

us J and fpread abroad his Fame through all 

Judea, and all the Country round about J. " 

Was the Refurredtion of Lazarus a Mi- 

fSK^k without Eclat? It was performed in 

the prefence not only of Martha and Mary 

* Matt. iv. 23, &c. t Markrii. 1%. 

.:( Lukevii. I2. x6, 17,. 

his 
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nis Sifters, but alfo oi fever al Jews who came 
from jferufalem. When Jefus was come 
nigh unto the Sepulchre, a great Multi- 
tude furrounded him ; witnefs that Prayer 
of his to God ; I thank thee that thou haji 
heard me ; J know that thou beareji me al- 
ways : But this I fay, hecaufe of the Multitude 
thatjland about me ^. 

Was the Cure of the Man born blind a Mi- 
racle without Eclat ? But how many are 
they who bear Witnefs to it ! The Neigh- 
bours of the Man, and all who had before 
known him to be blind, cried out. Was 
not this he who fat begging ? He is brought 
before the Council of the Jews, and exa- 
mined ; his Father and Mother are fum- 
^moned, who teftify that their Son was 
bcfn blind. The Son being again interro- 
gated, perfifts in his firft Depofition, and 
confounds his Judges by the Ingenuity of 
his Replies -f*. The procedure is here com- 
plete, and the Miracle is only the more 
grand, ftriking, and better eftabliihed for 
being put to the Proof? 

Was the Multiplication of the Loaves a 
Miracle without Eclat ? But five thoufgnjd 

♦ John xi. 42, 45* 

t Mn i*- 8> 13, IS> ^9» ^h 3<** 

E 3 Mca 
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Men were Witneffes of it, five thoufand 
Men were fed in a miraculous Manner *. 
This Prodigy, which Mr. Roujfeau^ though 
merely By Way 6f Comparifon, calls the 
tnofl apparent^ the triofl palpable of all that 
Jefus pferformed ", is it not apparent and 
palpable in itfelf '^ ? 

Had nofthofe many Cures, of which the 

Enemies to the Faith ^wefe witnefs, all 

necelfary Notoriety, and Eclat ? Such 

w^s the Cure of the Paralytic of C^- 

perfiauniy pfcrforlned in the prefence of the 

Pharifees on the Sabbath ; that of the 

Man who had the withered tiand, perforifi- 

ed alfo on the Sabbath Day, before the 

Pharifees in a Synagogue : And that of the 

Man deaf and dumb, performed likewife 

before the Pharifees. In a word, he per- 

. formed- Miracles not only under the Eye 

. tof Oppofers, but in Times, Places, and 

Circumftances beft calculated to give them 

' the utmoft Authenticity. He perfotmed 

them at jerufakm. He performed them in 

the Temple, fie pcrformtd them upon 

Calvary. He performed them en the Day 

of Pentecoft 3 and before the Jews of every 

« 

* Matt. xir. 15. .Lukeix« 12^ 
t Lett. p. 82. 

Country 
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Country, whom that Solemnity had drawn 
in great Numbers to Jerufalem *. 

What in (hort, fays the Impreffion 
which thefe Miracles make ? What fays 
the general aftoniflimcnt, the afTembled 
Multitude ? What fay the Meafures taken 
by the Council of the Jews ? What fay 
thofe repeated Exclamations, This Man 
doeth many Miracles ; the whole world will 
frefently believe him : When Chriji comet h^ 
will he do more Miracles ^ greater Things than 
thefe f Doth not all this tcftify that our 
Lord's Miracles had all fuitable Eclat, No- 
toriety and Authenticity -f* ? 

Let us, if you will, imagine all that 
can be required in order to render miracu- 
lous Fafts publickly notorious. It is re- 
quired that they have a fufficient Number 
*of irreproachable Witneffes ; that the 
Fadls be thcmfelves numerous and varied ; 
that -they be feen, not once, but feveral 
Times ; riot in one Place, but in feveral 
Places 'y that they be leen in the Cities, and in 
the Fields, in the Towns, and in the Capi- 
tal, in private Houfes, and in public 
Places, in the Temples, and in the Syna- 

♦ Matt. IX. 2, &2. ix. 33, 34^ John xiL 37. 
Matt. xxi. 14, xxviii. 4, 5. A£U ii. 6, &c. 
« ^ Johnxi. 47, 48. vii. 31, 

E 4 gogues} 
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gogues i that the great and fmall, Jews 
and Pagans, Judges and Priefts, in (hort, 
that the fworn Enemies of the Faith be the 
Speftators of them. Now the Miracles of 
the Gofpel have all thefe Charadlers of Au- 
thenticity: What can be defired more ? 
After this who will not be aftoniftied to hear 
Mr. Rcujfeau fay, that *' J ejus Chrift did not 
** give his Miracles the Authenticity ne- 
" ceflary to gain them a publick Tefti- 
*' rnony ?" 

^* But, fays our Author * " The Mira.- 
*' cles oijefus Chrift did not perfuade his 
** Difciples themfelves. Themoft apparent, 
*' the moft probable of thefe Miracles was 
^' that of the Multiplication of the Loaves. 
^* The Difciples had ktn the Miracle ; it 
^* had paffed in fome fort through their 
** Hands: and yet they coiild fcarcely avoid 
^* doubt. Can Faifts be given for notorious 
** Signs to Mankind, to which the nioift 
** immediate Witnefles hardly pay Atten- 
** tion * ?" 

What 1 did not the multiplying of the 
five Loaves and two Fifties, which fed five 
thoufand Men, perfuade the Difciples ? ' Be 
it fo : But then I afk, is this the fault of 

the 
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the Miracle, or of th6 Witneflcs of the 
Miracle ? A Miracle which they faw, 
which they as it were touched ? A Mira- 
cle, of which the Witnefles are five thou- 
fand Men ? " They fee it, and pay no Re- 
•^ gard to it ; they hardly avoid doub ting it."^ 
But furely, when God thus fpeaks to Man, 
and Man does not hear, when God fhews 
him«fuch Prodigies, and he pays no Atten- 
tion to them ; — ought we not to fay, that 
he hath Eyes, and fees not, and Ears, but 
doth hot hear * ? 

Yet let us not equally condemn all the 

Witnefles of this Miracle. We learn from 

St. ^John, that it made an Impreflion upon 

thppi ; fince they cried out on feeing it, 

IT^/V is of a Truth, that Prophet who Jhouid 

come into the World^* They were even 

fo flruck with it, that, unable any longer 

to refift the Evidence of his Meffiahfhip, 

they were with Difficulty perfuaded not 

to confer Royalty upon him. Again, 

Jefm being gone to Caperriaumy the Crouds 

in whofe Favour He had performed 

this laft Miracle, entered into Boats, as 

jyiany as they could contain, and went in 

Search of the Saviour, who made them 

♦ Matt. xiii. »4, t Johnvi. I4# 
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this Exhortation, Labour not for the Meat 
which perijheth^ but for that which en^ 
durith unto evirlafling Life *. Led by 
the Hopes that he would repeat the Mul- 
tiplication of the Loaves, they came to 
him ; they were therefore ftruck by this 
Miracle. 

The Apoftles, through whofe Hands this 
Miracle had paffed, were they alone infen- 
fiblc of it ? The Author infinuates this ; 
but with what Authority ? Becaufe, being 
upon the Sea^ and beaten by the Tempeft^ 
they were affrighted, and on beholding 
jfefus walking on the Spa, and coming to- 
wards them, they began to cry out, and 
redoubled their Aftonifliment when they 
law the Wind ceafe ittirpcdiatcly upon 
their Matter's entering the Veffel. The 
lEvangelii): adds, it is true, that/^<ry confdered 
not what hadpajfed concerning the Loaves •[•. 
Not that they had not comprehended that 
this Multiplication was a great Prpfjigy of 
l^ower, but in their Perturbation they 
did not draw from this Prodigy the riattj- 
ftlConfequcnce, that he who had perform- 
ed it could walk upon and pominand (hf 
j^ea* 
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CHAP. VII. 

« 

JF^ Jefns Cbriji fomttirms^ recommended 
Secrecy to thofe whom he cured. 

THIS is a new Difficuky which, if you 
will believe our Author, wonderful- 
ly fupports his Syftemi ** J^f^^ recom- 
^* mended Secrecy to the Sick whom he 
*^ cured. One would have thought Jefus 
*^ was afraid his miraculous Virtue fhould 
*^ be kftown. A ftrange Way of making 
" it the Proof of his Miffion !" ** But all 
** this, adds he, explains itfelf, when we 
^^ conceive that the Jews fearched for 
•* that Proof, where Jefus did n6t chufe 
f^itfhouldbcfound." 

Anf. I. Thefe laft Words fwppofe that the 
Jews, in ourLopD's opinion, wereguilty of 
a Piece of Sophiftry, in concluding froni 
his Miracles to the Divinity of his Miniftryi 
but this by no meaiis agrees with his Re- 
proach of them ^^ for not having; bclifcve4 
in him notwithftanding his Miracles J ; 
Nor y ith the defign of the Miracles, which 
was to convince them that Jefus was the 



* L^tt p. 89* t Mat, xi. 20. 
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Meffiah; as the Evangelifts inform us; and 
particularly St. John, Ch. xx. 31. 

II. From the manner in which pur Au« 
thor exprefles himfelf, who would ^ not 
think, that our Lord, during the whole 
Courfo of his Miniftry, was folely taken 
up in concealing from Mankind the 
Knowledge of his Miracles ? But let the 
Reader recoiled: what I have faid in the 
foregoing Chapter, where I have fhewn 
that Jefus often performed Miracles before 
fo great a Number of Perfons, that they 
were public the Moment he performed 
them : In this Cafe did he enjoin Secrecy? 

Did he enjoin Secrecy, when, far from 
taking Precautions to conceal his Miracles, 
he endeavoured to confirm them i and faid 
to^ thofe whom he had cured, Piiblifh the 
great things which God hath done for you *. 

Did he enjoin Secrecy, when he faid to his 
Apoftles, Go to the loji Sheep of the Houfe 
oflfraeh, declare that the Kingdom of God is 
at Hand: heal the Sicky cleanfe the hepers, 
raife the Dead, caft out Devils -f* ? 

In fhort, did he enjoin Secrecy when he 
himfelf performed Miracles in fight of hij 
Enemies ? 

• Luke viii. 39. f Matt. x. 7. 8. 

" *• ;? 

- " Nothing 
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* Nothing therefore ' can be concluded 
from the Refervc he ufed upon fome Oc- 
cafions, fince on a Thoufand others ho 
gave his Miracles the greateft Notoriety. 

Shall we fuipeft his Prohibition to the 
liCper to publifli his Cure ? But he en- 
joined him to go unto the Prieft, and pre- 
fent the offering whkb the Law in fuch 
Cafes prefcribed * ; that the Prieft him- 
fdf, declaring the Leper cured,< might thus 
certify the Miracle ? 

Had the Prieft been informed; of this 
Miracle before-hand, his Hatrfed to the 
Gofpel might have made him perhapa 
conteft the Reality of the Cure; To pre- 
vent fuch an Artifice, Jefus commands the 
Leper to prefent his ofering^ that it might 
fervefor a Heftimony to him *f*. 

Bi*t will any* one fay. Why did ^efm 
fometimes forbid thofe whoni he had cured , 
to publifh' that Cure ? I difcover a very 
natural Reafon; but how little docs it fa- 
vour Mn Raufjeau's Syftem ! Jefus fome- 
times veiled his miraculous Works, be- 
caufe, fo far' from riot proving enough, they 
proved too much; I will explain royfelf. 

Matt..viiu 2, 4. + Il?id, 

The 
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The Fame of his Works fo ftruck the 
Multitude^ thdt the Croud which afiembled 
round him, increafed every Day *• In 
fo univ^fal an Expedtation of the Meiiiahi 
it wa$ to be feared that a Zeal lefa enlight- 
ened th^n ardent might have dedaced 
him King of the Jews, or that fome fcdi- 
tious Spiritj might take Advantage of the 
favourable Difppfition of the People to« 
wards him, to c^ufe fame Difturbaac^ a« 
mongft them; Nay, this is evident from the 
Goipel 1 which informs us, that the Jews 
had laid a Scheme to tfike him anvay by Fcrce^ 
and make tnm a King ^. 

But yefus did not chufe to give umbrage 
to the Government. Jf he was condemned 
to death, it was not necefTary he ihould be 
fo, as a Rebel to Cefar. That fine Tefti-. 
mony was to be borne to his Innocence ; / 
find no Fault in this Man %. 

Detecmined to feal with his Blood the 
Truth of hie Religion, he would firil: prove 
his divine Miflion, multiply the Witne£[es 
cf his Miracles, confirm the Faith of the 
ApQ^es, give them Inftrudtions, and de-- 
ftcoy the prepofTeflion that the MefilaH 

• Matt. viii. 2, 4* t John vi. 15. 

X Jt'uke xxUi. 4* 

fhould 
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ihould be a temporal King, iurrounded 
with the Pomp of worldly Grandeur? 
But all »this was not the Work of a few 
Days : A rapid Inftniftion, joined to K^ira- 
cl« crouded into a little fpace of T^mCi^ 
would nqt have left Traces deep enough in 
Men's minds. 

Wifilom therefore permitted not our 
Saviour to kindle the hatred of his Enemiet 
too foon, nor to driver himfelf into their 
Hands, hefore his Hour was come. He was 
in the meao Time to work Miracles, and 
to give them the neceflary Authenticity : 
But their greater or lefe Notoriety depended 
upon Times, Places and Perfous. By mak« 
ing thefe Diftinftions we fliall difcern in 
our Divine Saviour, a Wifdom as conftant 
in it&Aim, as admiral^ in the Appropria- 
tion of Means to the Variety of Circum- 
ilances. 

He afted lefs openly in Judea : Jerufalem 
efpeciaUy required from him great Cir- 
cumtped^n. He vras there under the Eye 
tiiFilatey the Sanhedrim, and the Priefts^ 
9vhom the Eagemefs of the People to fol- 
low him might have readily furixiflied 
•with a pretence to accufe him as fcditious. 
In the 12th Ch. of St. John we karn^ that 
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yefus retired into Galilee, notc'^ufing to remain 
injudea^ becaufe that the "Jews fought to kiU 
him *. 

Out oijudea he was more at Liberty. 
We muft not therefore wonder at his fay- 
ing to the Demoniac of Gadara ; Return 
to thine own Houfe^ and Jhenv hoiv great 
things God hath done unto thee -f*. Gadara 
was a City where there were many Hea- 
thens : a Difturbance amohgft the People 
there was not fo much to be feared. 

Jefus a(!3:ed alfo more openly in Galilee. 
We read in the fourth (phapter of St; Mat- 
thew ^ that he there performed Miracles in 
a very public manner. Such was that of 
the Multiplication of the Loaves ; and 
yet, as foon as he faw that the People were 
on the Point of taking him away to make 
him King, he retired to a Mountain J. He 
had Regard therefore to the different Dif- 
portion of Men's Minds. 

This was fometimes fo favourable to 
him, that, chufing to diftribute into differ- 
ent Places the Light of his Dodlrine, he pre- 
fcribed Silence to thofe whom he cured i 
that he might not be too long detained in 
the fame Place by the Multitude, who, in^ 

* John xii. i. -f- Luke viii. 39. 

X Johnvii. 15. 

formed 
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formed of a new Pfodigy, would have 
importuned him without ccafing. Thus 
when he had raifed up Jairus's Daugh- 
ter, he f<5rbad the Parents to publilli 

It *. 

That OMt Lord chofe to diftribute equal- 
ly the Light of his Doftrind, is evident 
from the GofpeL We learn, Mark i. 36. 
Luke iv. 43. that wheii he had done Icve- 
fal Miracles iii Capernaum ^ \\t fays, iLet Us 
go into the next Towns y that I may preach 
there dlfo ; for therefore came I forth. *T\i% 
Vtoi^lt Jiaying him, that he Jhould not depart 
from them, Hefaid unto them, I mujl preach 
the Kingdovi of God to other Cities alfo. 

But the DifFefence of the Times is what 
furnldleS lis With the moft Light ; accord- 
ing to St. Augufiinz Maxini : *' Dijiinguife 
Temporay. & concordahunt Script ur a •f*", Z)/- 
fiinguijh the Times , and the Scriptures will a^ 
gree. 

At his Entraiice upon his Miiiiftiy f^us 
Chriji ufed the ptfnoft Caution ; not choof- 
ing to be detained ^t the commencement 
of his Courfe. It was at the Entrance yp- 
on his Minfftry that he . healed the Leper, 

t Mark vi. 43. Luke viii. 56. 

• Aug. Jt vnbis D^mini^ Serm. i6» 

^ F" ^ ipoken 
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Ipokcn of Mark i. Accordingly the Evan>^ 
gelift adds, that he recommended to the 
Leper to keep Silence refpedting his^ 
Cure *. 

Prcfently after he performed his Mira- 
cles more openly ; but took the wife Pre- 
caution to qualify their Splendor. It was in 
this View, that he declared his Kingdom, 
was not of this World. St. Luke infbrms^ 
us, that the People being ftruck with fome 
Prodigy, and filled with Admiration, Je- 
fus^ faid to his Difciples, Hear atfenthefy, 
what I declare unto you. The Son of Man, 
mufi be delivered into the Hands of Men \. 

The further he advanced in his Courfe, 
the more Eclat and Notoriety did he give 
to his Miracles. On the Approach of hi«. 
laft Paffover he was not afraid to celebrate 
it at Bethany^ at Jerufalem^ and in fight of 
his Enemies. We learn from Stl Mat^ 
thew §, that the Blind and the Lame came 
unto him in the Temple^ and that he cured 
them in the Prefence of the thief Priejls. 



I 



* Ver. 44. t Luke ix. 44* §Mat.xxk 14. 
Sec alfo John xii. 37. j 
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When he had laid the Foundations of his 
Rchgion, the Referve which hchad formerly 
ufcd was no longer neceflary : it would have 
fhewn more Weaknefs than Prudence. The 
Time was come for facrificing t6 Truth a 
Life which he had confecrated to it. . 

Thefe Remarks ferve to remove the 
feeming Contradidions which arife from 
the different Degrees of Notoriety which 
yejus Chrift gave to his Mirncles; . As he 
read Men's Hearts, the different Difpofi- 
tions which he there difcovered made him ' 
diverfify his Meafures. He wifely tem* 
'pered the Splendor of his Works, when , 
any Event might refult from that Splendor 
hurtful to his Religion. The divine Light 
which enlightened him, difcovered to 
him, in this Refpeft, Combinations which 
would have cfcaped a mortal Sight. When 
therefore he appears to vary his Procefs, 
it is not that he changes hfe Plan, but that 
he prudently avoids tlie Obftacles^v/hich 
might hurt it* . 

This wife Oeconomy of Miracles which is 
obferved in the Life oijefus Chriji, far from 
demonlirating that he did not make them 
the Proof of his Miffion, (hews exadly the 
contrary. His Quality of Mefiiah was not 

F 2 to 
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to be known too foon ; and the fame Veil 
was to conceal for a Time Signs fb much 
the more proper for rendering it manifeft, 
as the conftant Opinion of the Jews was, 
thit the Meffiah would do many Miracles.. 
But if it be concluded, that becaufc Jejus 
Chrifi fometimes conceafed his Miracles, 
therefore the Proof drawn frpm the Mira- 
cles is uncertain or cquivocaT; itfeems aT- 
fo as neceflary to conclude^ that becaulc 
he did not at firf^ make known his Qua- 
lity of Meffiah *, therefore he had not 
really that Quality; which is abfurd. 

In fhort, I beg my Reader will recoUefl: 
what I have faid in the fecond Chapter, rc- 

fpeding the Notoriety of the Miracles ia 
general. This Condition is not always ab- 
folutely effential ; all that can be reafon- 
ably required is, that they be fufiicicntly 
eftablifhed. As to Notoriety, it may be 
fubordinate to ftfonger Reafons, and mo- 
dified by more than one Circumflance. 
Befides, if fuch a particular Miracle of 
y^fus was not publick, fuch another which 

jK Refpefling the Reafbns which induced our Lord 
not to declare his Quality of Meffiah openly at firft. 
See Mr. Locke's ReafonabUnefs of Cbrifiianiiy^ P* SSf- 
i^c. Octavo. 

^ war 
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was like it, and fuch another, more ftrik-» 
^gj was; and the Refer ve which he fomc- 
times ufed, is fo much the lefs to be fu- 
ipedted, as many of his Miracles, per- 
formed in the openeft manner, only gained 
the more Credit for that Reafon. 



Thefe then are the Arguments which 
pur Author makes ufe of to prove that y^*- 
/us Chriji did not oJfFer his Miracles as a 
Proof of his divine Miflion : One might 
have fuppofed he would pafe from the Ma- 
iler to the Difciples, and attempt to fhew, 
that if the Apoftles performed Miracles, it 
was not to eftablifli their Authority. The 
Tafk would have been difficult, I own ; 
lince the whole Book of ,the A&s, in a 
very particular Manner^ relates thcMira- 
cjes performed by the Apoftles with this 
•View: God bimfelfy as St. P^e// obfcrvcs, 
Jupporting their preaching by Signs and Won- * 
ders^ and divfrs EffeBs of his Power ^ and by 

Gifts of the Holy Ghojlj which he dijiributed 
according to his own Will *. Moreover, we 
there learn, that they eftabliihed upon the 
Miracles of their divine Mafter his Quality 
of Meffenger from God. ' The Difcourfe 

* Heb. ii. 4. 

F 3 which 
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which St. Paer addreffed to the Jews a{^ 
fcmbled at yerufalem^ turned principally 
upon the Miracles of Jefus Chriji^ and efpe- 
cialiyupon that of his Refurreclion. Te 
Men of IJraeij hear thefe fVordf ; Jefus of 
Nazareth was a Man to whom God bore au-^ 
thentick Tejlimony among yoUy by Miracles^ 
and Signs, and Wonders y which he wrought in 
the midjl of you. T^ his fame Jefus, God hav^ 
ing delivered him up unto you, you haveflain : 
But Gpd hath raifed him up, hanging broken 
the Chains of Death, &c, * See alfo what 
this Apoftle fays in his feccnd Epiftle -f- \ 
and particularly what St. "John fays; T^hat 
which we havefeen with our Eyes, which we 
have contemplated, and which our Hands ^ 
have handled, concerning the Word of I^ife-^j 
declare we unto' you %. Here is a fecond 
Order of Fafts, which alone would be fuf- 
ficient to ruin Mr. Roujfeaus Syftem. But 
fince he has paffed them over in Silence, it 
is enough to have pointed them out, with- 
out flaying any longer to eftablifh a The- 
fis, which, before he attempted it, piet 
with little Oppofition. 

• /fts ii, z% 2,\. f I Ep. L If 3. % Chap, i, 

C O N-^ 
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PART .11. 

^he I^roof if Miracles^ proper to eflablijh a 
' ' Divine lAiJjioin. 

^- ^ _ ■ _ ^i^^-k-^. . . , . - 

C H A P. I. 

7/iat Miracles are not improbable. 

IC O M E to a new Order of Difficul- 
ties. They turn upon the Idea that 
Miracks are of themfelves ill adapted to 
produce the Perfuaiion expected from 
them* ** So far from fupporting the Au- 
** thority of Mcflcngers of God, fays Mr. 
*' Roujfeau, Miracles are calculated to pro^ 
** duce a quite contrary EfFedl, and to 
" make the Truth of the Hiftory fufpeft- 
" ed, both as to the Miracles and the Mif- 
iion. This Support, intended to be gi- 

F 4 ** vcn 
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^' ven to the Faith, i$ its great^ft. Obftacle f 
" take away the Miracles of the Gofpcl, 
^* and fhe whole Earth is at the Feet of 
" jefus Chrijl *." 

. Anfw. I. Had the World been converted 
without Miracles, fays St. Chryfojloniy this 
i^uld have been the greateji of all Miracles ^* 
This Thought^ fojuftly applauded, is very 
different from that of our Author ; for, ac- 
cording to his Account^ it would have been 
lefs extraordinary, that jhe Wprl4 fhoul4 
have been converted wi|:hout Miracles, 
than it is that it Ihould have been convert- 
ed with Miracles, But here arifes a great 
Objection to this Syftem. God, who does 
nothing in vain, in particular works no 
Miracles without Neceflity, If the Infidel 
afks why, according to us, God performed 
Miracles ? we anfwer. It is to authorize a 
Revelation infinitely ufeful to Humanity^ 
But with Regard to Mr- Rouffeau^ we do 
not fee what he can anfwer; for whatever 
may have been the Utilitj^'of Miracles, 
confidered as Works of Beneficence^ they 
have done miich more Harm than Gooc^ 
if they are calculated to difcrcdijt Religion, 

* Letter iu. p 8^. f Homily upon t)ie firik 

Epiftle to the Corinthians. ' " 

rather 
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rather than give it Saniftion. Upon this^ 
Syftem^ how Can we juftify the divine 
Wifiiom, for having, at the Birth of Chrjf- 
'jianity, performed Works contrary to the 
yery Interefts of Chriftianity, and with- 
out which the i^hole Ecfrth would h aSluatty 
at the Feet of Jefus ? ' ' 

Secondly, our Author*s AflTertion no bet- 
ter agfets with what the Evangelift in- 
forms us concernihg the Imp'reffion which 
the Miracles whereof they were Spedla- 
tors 'made upon the fewi. Wherever the 
Gofpel relates any miraculous Fa6t, it fails 
not to add, that piany Witnefles of our 
Lord's Miracles believed in him *. A 
'Teacher of the Law coming to '^efus^ thus 
addrefled him ; Maflevy we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God, for no Man 
can do the Miracles which thou doejiy except 
God be with him '\. This Reafoning was 
that of all the People, who cried out at 
feeing his Prodigies, IVhen the Chrijl is come, 
will he do greater T^hings than thefe ? :{; How 
does all this agree with the Opinion, that 
Miracles, fo far from perfuading, produce 
;a contrary EfFedl ? 

♦ John ii. 23. vi. 14. vii. 31, &c. Matt xxviL 54. 
-f John iii. 2. X J<Aj^ vii. 3U 

In 
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In fliort, Mr; Roujfeauy in this Objec- 
tion, is not confiftent with himfelf. He 
had faid above, that " Of all the Charac- 
** ters wherewith God can invcft his Mef- 
" fengers, the miraculous Power is the 
*' moft brilliant, the moft proper to ftrikc 

the Eye; that which, pointing itfelf out 

by a fudden and fenfible £ffe£t, requires 
*^ the lead Examination and Difcuflion ; 
** and confequently, that which eipecially 
*' afFefts the People/' Granting this, I do 
not conceive how Miracles, which are (o 
highly adapted to the Multitude, can di- 
vert them from the Faith i and how, fo foon 
as we feparate them from the Gofpd, the 
Nations fhould inftantly run to andprojlrate 
themfehes at the Feet of Jefus. But might 
not it Be feared, that if you take away the 
Miracles of the GofpeU many of thofe who 
are now at the Feet ofjefus^ feeing all the 
miraculous Fafts difappear, would refufe 
Obedience to a Mafter, whom they no 
longer regarded but as a mere Teacher. 

** However, cries our Author *, Mi- 
^* racles are by no means an infallible 
'* Sign, of which Men can judge ; and it 

. • Pag. 88. 
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** is a grofe piece of Sophiftry to pretend 
** to cftablifli F«L<Ss naturally impoiTiblc, in 
** Cafes where the very Principle of Crc- 
*' dulity, founded upon natural Poflibility, 
*' is defeflive." • ' 

^ The Author here points out the famous 
Argument of Mr. Hume^ v^ithout idfiiling 
upon it: I will ftop here a little, after hi« 
Elf am|^e, and ihall content me with a ievi 
Remarks. 

L There is a Difference between what 
Mr. Roufeau calls naturally hnp^Jfible^ and 
what is abfolutely foi Miracles are naturally 
impoiiibley becaufe they are out of the or- 
dinary Courfe of Nature. But they arc 
poffible, the Moment we admit the Exif- 
tencc of a God, who, being the Author of 
the Laws of Nature, can fufpend or change 
them. We have our Author's Confeffion 
upon this Head, who even affirms *, . " That 
^* he who {hould difpute with God the 
*^ Power to work Miracles, would deferve to 
^ be confined.*' 

I own that miraculous Events, confider- 
cd in themfelves, appear improbable y but 
this Imprbbability only forms a prefump- 

* P. 87. 
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tion, founded upon the contrariety offuch 

Events to common experience j (incej were 

they more frequent, this ImprobabiKty would 

ccale. It is the Rarenefs of Miracles therefore 

which renders them improbable to us; and 

yet upon human Teftimony alone, we do 

often admit unheard-of Fads : How many 

Fadts in Chymiftry, in Phyfick, in Aftrono- 

my, in Politicks, in Hiftory, do wc receive, 
without having fecn them, only becaufe 

they are attefted to us ; though they may 
feem contrary not only to our perfonal Ex- 
perience, but to common Experience ! I am 
informed that the Frefli- Water Poype^ cut 
into Bits, is reproduced in each Bit; that the 
Pieces of this Infeft put End to End inter- 
graft and unite together ; that this fame In- 
fedt may be turned infide out like a Glove^ 
and that it lives, grows, and multiplies in 
this new State, as well as in its natural State. 
Thefe are ftrange Fa6ts, and yet I admit 
them upon credible Teftimony. 

IL ** Chymiftry, as our Author obferves^ 
** has its Tranfmutations, Detonations, Pre- 
'* cipitations, Phofphori, Pyrophori, and 
*' many other Wonders, whereto the People 
** who fee them would readily fubfcribe." 
I Should be inclined to believe it, even with- 
out 
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otrt having been witnefs of it. " The Oil of 

•* Gaiac, and Spirit of Nitre mixed together. 

** produce an extraordinary Explofion:'* but 

fome Precautions are i^cefTary to be takea 

in order for the Experiment to fucceed ; and 

Mr. Roujfeau begs " that he may be excufed 

** from giving the Receipt. *" He would 

have us therefore refer ourfclves to him, or 
to other Phyficians, for the Tr!ith of this 

Faft ; and I confent to it, provided it be 
granted me that ^ven fome Fa6ts which wc 
have never feen may be admitted upon hu- 
man Teftimony. 

III. It is making a falie Circle to op- 
pofe to Miracles the univerfal Experience ot 
all Places and Times. When we attack 
Miracles,, we liiuft not lay that down as a^ 
Faft which is in Queftion ; namely, that 
there have never been any Miracles. Now it 
is laying down this in Fad, to fay that 
they are contrary to the univerfal Experi* 
ence of all Times ; for this is precifely the 
Point to be proved. It is, not fufficient ta 
confine ourfelves . to our perfonal Experi- 
ence, and that of our Cotemporaries y we, 
muft hear the Teftimony of Hiftory, If 
Hiftory depofes for Miracles, if it produces, 
in their Favour numerous and irreproachable 

* P. 8i, 
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WitncfTes, we have no longer a Right to al- 
ledge againft them the common Experience 
of all Ages, which cannot be eftablifhed 
but by Hiftory : Now it is certain that 
this Evidence, taken in its moft general Ex- 
tent, does not contradid: miraculous Events ; 
but is rather favourable to them *. 

IV. Miracles, fo far from being always 
improbable, may receive a confiderable 
Degree of Probability, as focn as they 
come in fupport of a DoArine, excellent, 
and neceffary to human Nature ; of a Mo- 
rality pure, elevated, compleat, powerful 
in its Motives, falutary in its Effedts ; as 
foon as they who perform thefe Miracles 
appear not to be guided by any human 
Views, and, on- the contrary, ha^ve every 
Thing to lofe on the fide of the World, by 
becoming the Apoftles of this new Reli- 
gion. This Cafe is different from that of a 
Man who (hould give himfelf out to be 
rifen from the Dead ; and when alked, why 
he returns from^ the other World, fliould 
only give for Anfwer, " I arn come \.<s 
enter again into poflcflion of the Eftate 
which my Heirs enjoy." How could we 
be pcrfuadcd that God, whofe Wifdont 

fufFcr 
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fuffers him not to lavifli Miracles, fhould 
Taife up a dead Man, merely to give him 
the Pleafure of embarafBng Courts of Juf-- 
tice, and difpofleffing his lawful Heirs ? 

V. The Improbability of Miracles in 
the prefent Age, v draws no Conclufion as 
to the firft A'ges of the Church. The Foun- 
dations of Chriftianity once laid. Miracles, 
which were neceflary to eftabliih it in the 
World, are now no longer fo. If there-; 
fore we chufe to undervalue the Degree 
of the Probability or Improbability of Mira- 
cles, we muft carry ourfelves to the Time 
©f the Apoftles. If we grant the propriety 
of a Revelation for that Period,, we muft 
grant likewife that of Miracles, in order 
to put the Authority of that new Revela- 
tion beyond all difpute. Again the Quef- 
tion rcfpcdts the Time of the Apoftles. To 
ipeak of the Improbability of Miracles for 
pur Age^ is to change the State of fhe Quef- 
tibn. Such is however the ufual Sophiftry 
pf thofe who arc difpleafed with miracu- 
lous Events y they tranfport the Scene ta 
our Times, and then cry,. What likeli- 
hood ! Mr. RouJJeau feems to have feea 
the Weaknefs of this conclufion ; for after 
having defcribed his own uawillingnefs ta 

receive 
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receive a Miracle which fliould be performs 
cd before hi^ Face, he concludes with 
faying ; *' But this is not a Matter in 
*^ which I am concerned." 

VL This fame unwillingnefs to believe; 
a Miracle, that (hould be performed now,., 
is alfo fpunded upon a Suppoiftion of this. 
Miracle only: To enable us lawfully to 
conclude any Thing againft the probability 
of the chriAiaii Miracles^ the Qyeftiort 
fhould neceflarily turn upon a Scries dl 
Miracles ; and of Miracles varied, per- 
formed in diverfe Places, at diverfe Times, 
and by diverfe Perfons ; it is even neceffary 
they fhould be fupported by other Prooft, 
as the accomplifhment oi feveral Prophe-; 
cies, &c* For who does not fee that all 
this concurs in" favour of the Gofpel 
Miracles ? 

VII. Laftly, fo far arc the generality of 
Mankind from entertaining fuch an unvsrll- 
lingnefs to believe in Miracles, that they 
often admit as miraculous, Fafls which 
are only extraordinary. Mn Rouleau tells 
us, ** I myfelf have feen arid even done 
" Things of this kind : I fawat Venice in 
** 1743, a method of cafting Lots very no- 
** vcl, and more ftrangc than that oiPraneJie. 

** Ha 
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** He who chofe to confiilt them w^nt into 
'* a Room, and remained there alone, if 
** he defired. There, from a Book full of 
" plain Leaves, he drew out* 6nt, at his 
" choice, and wiflied within himfelf what 
" he would know : He placed his white 
^* Leaf in a Book, and after repeating 
** certain Forms, drew out the Paper, and 
** found the Anfwer in writing, He who 
*' did thefc Feats was the French Ambaf- 
" fador^s firft Secretaiy-j and was named! 
yohnJamesRouJfeau ^. I was contented to 
be a Conjurer, beCaufe I was modeft ; but 
'* if I had had the Ambition to be a Prophet, 
*• what had hindered my being fo * ? " 

All this proves that the Opinion of the 
People, who" believe a Miracle may be 
falfe> and that one fhould e^^amine into 
the FaCt oncsfelf. As to that which the 
Author alledges, he well knows himfelf in 
what Rank we are to place it : But the 
Qufeftiori is concerning the natural unwil- 
lingnefs in People to believe Miracles, 
and this very Example fliews that this un- 
willingnefs is not fo great as is pretended : 
For Mr. 12^/^Mz^hadagainflhim the prio- 

-t Rcfpeaing this Aflertion, ktM.JeFoltair/sLet'l 
tcr to Mr. Hume, on his Difpute with Mr. RouJJiau^ 
lately publiflied, 

♦ P. ^7- 
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ciplc of Credibility founded upon natural Itm- 
foffibility ; fincjc it is naturally ixnpoflible for * 
a Man toi anfwcr pertinently ta a Quef-- 
tion propofeds to hkrtmentalfyhy {Another. ^ 
know that in., this. Game t^e was no& 
even Magic i, and yet moft . of the Wit- 
neffes to this wander were eeady to cry out^ 
A Mirack ! ,. 

It is alfo certain that Philofophers are 
not fo credulous as the. People with regard 
to Magic,, or even in^ poi^tof Miracles*. 
However this is ftibjedk to many Excep-^ 
tions i Mei) who pais for ingenious, have be- - 
lieved in Miracles. The Author informs^ 
us that he has ** fcen abundance of acade-^ 
** naical Heads,, run, to the Miracles b£ - 
** Convulfion Fits, , and retjirn all in A-^ 
'* mazement */' But as thefe learned- 
Men might poffibly be no Clerks, nei- 
ther were thefe Convulfion Miracles moce 
than idfe Miracles* But, waving Exam-^ 
pies, let us rcafon,. and fee if it be notv 
poffible to be. j^flured <vhether an. Event^is- 

miraculous. 
« 
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^hat Miracles may be dijih^uijhed from . 

natural Event k. "" 






** A ^^^^^J?» %^ Mr. Rauffeau, .being • 
XjL " an^ejcpeption lothc f^aws of Na-^' ' 
** ture y/i muft .know ih^feiLaws, and ' 
^* even know them all : But what Mortal 
^ is there who perf^itly knowis all the 

*' Laws of Nature r . . .. ; , : ^ 

This reafoning is founded upon ah Equi-. - 
vocation > . wlji'^h difappeiars upon a niore 
exadt Definition of Miraeles,. ; tjbaa < our * 
Authior gives us : We hayephfervedth^ta^ - ^ 
Miracle is * ' a palpable Exception to fome 
known Law of Nature/' ^u ;. :.v. .,( ^ ^ 
L Firfti Miracle mUft.be Areftr^OfdrtP.: 
the knpwn. Laws of Nature..^ :Tb^ d^gix v^ , 
of the Miracle tjeing to atteft RevelatioJpi^..s 
it muft be fenfible, and within every Bpdy'g ; ., 
reach ; but the exception ^q a Lavv, is,, j 
fenfible only fo far as the Law . is well 
known. j . . j^^r. . 

IL To difcera a Miracle from an extfar ^,1 
ordinary Faft, a perfeft knowledge of 
thefe Laws is not neceflaiy^ a perfect 
knowledge would fuppofe that of the phy- 

G 2 fical 
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ficat Caufc of. thcfe Laws ; but I may^ 
know the Laws of mdtion> without know- 
ing the fecrct Caufe of motion : It is c-- 
nough therefore to^knQw the Phanomena^ 
Now the Science of Phflenomcna is Experi- 
ence. Many are ib ordinary and (o frequent 
that they are known to every Body. Afi- 
racles are Exceptions to fuch Phoenomena 1 
confequendy they are of a Nature to be 
eafily known. 

UL To be iavc of a Miracle, it is not 
even neceflary to know all the Laws of 
Nature. It is fufficient to know the Law^ 
to which the Miracle forms an Exception^ 
I affirm that it is out of the Courfe of Na- 
ture for a Man who has been a Paralytfc 
thirty eight Vears together, to be cured by 
faying, T^ake up thy Bed, and walk : and E 
can* make this A^ertior^ without kpowing^ 
by what Law the Satellities of Jupiter move 
round that Planet, and though Newton. 
himfelf did. not Boafl of knowing all thcr 
Laws of , Nature *.** 

It is in vain therefore to add, with our 
Author +, that fuch a Phoenomenon as is ^ 
Miracle for Negroesr, is only an ufual Everit. * 

"♦Pag, 89. t' Pag- 9 1- 
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^ithEuropeans ; •— of which Kind are arti- 
iicial Cpiigelations. 

But is that an ObJefHon to the Miracks 
of the GoCpeli Is there a Place upon 
Earth where i;he JBLefurre^tioii of a^ desid 
Perfon is only ^ phjiical Eicpeririicfit i 

Were the induftiy of Man to knpros^re 
daily ever £0 joiucb^ could it fucceed better 
in changing the Laws of Nat^ ? Are true • 
Miracles more within its Reach now than 
they were fornacrlyf 

God, who made Man, knows how far 

. Hs Indoflry can reach ; but if this fame 

<jrod performs a Miracle^ is it to be thodght 

that he would flwt timfelf up within the 

ever narrow Limits of human Indtiftry ^ 

^* To judge rationally of the Laws x>£ 
^ Nature, it is faid we tnttft know them 
*• all: for ^ne sonly ^ich fliould not 
"^^ be known, might, in certain Cafes tm- 
** known to the Spedators, change the Ef- 
/^* feci of thofc wliich were know^.** 

But why doth this ui^knowia Law jtd aH 
at once in a fenfible Manner, asnd change 
with Eclat a fettled Law of Natute ? At . 
tl^o Voice of the Son of God the Dumb 
fpeak, the Deaf hear, the Lame walk, the 
£Und fee, the Dead rife. Are not fuch 

C 3 Fads 
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Fafts evideritly out of the ordinary Coupfe 
of Nature? / ' 

Will any one fay, that -a Juflw unknown 
to the SpeSiatprs gave Speech ifo' the Dumb, 
Hearing to the Deaf; * Sight to the Blind, 
Life to the Dead ?*" tiuf dbes Mr. Rouljiau 
think that fuch a Law bf. Nature really 
fubfifts ? The fureft way in iMg; Cafe is to 
leafon from Expcriepce^^ and Obfervatipn, 
finec the Qljeftion here is cohcefninjg Nature, 
•and her: wonted Progrefs? ' Npvirj is there 
a Law in Nature, which at the' Plealure of a 
Man, in the twinkling df" an Eye, can 
•perform: ifb many Cufe^ ^ I anfwcr. No : 
rftmir appeal * to' the conft'ant Teftimbny of 
Hiftpr^ and "Experience, whic^' inforh^ 
me; that ftich Phc^noniejia' {!& hot "hap- 
pen; ^[nd 'that copfequcntly^ the Law tq 
which we would wiih'^toatiribute the^llor 
nour of it, is a Chimera. ' What d6es>ur 
Author urge, to eftablifh'fhje'Exiftcnce^of 

thx3Law? f^ Perhaps, (ays He, aLaw'ui^r 
ff known to the SpecSatdrs clianges the Ef- 
f * fe<3: of thofe Laws which* we do know." 
|t is oi>ly upon' d perhaps' thdni that the 
Exiftence' of fuc"h a Law is fupporteii, 
which coulcj nbt be uhkiibwii if' it wa'^ 
fcal, confidering the\YQnders it produced. 
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However, Mr. Roujfeau acknowledges that 
-fetch Law fs unknown to him, and * to 
his Reader ;' he might ftiU as well have 
faid, that it is' fo fo the whele Earth*; and 
if we ^rant dbat it exifi^ . it V5»ll always 
remain to be exjplained ^^tibfxt accommo- 
'datcd itfelf with io much Regularity and 
Precifenefs at His ^edking who put it^ in 
aQion. 

** I know • not^ he ad^s^ whether the 
** Art of Healing be yet found out." 

Thoogh it foe worthy of a Philofopher 
feequcntlytofay, 1 know not i Imuftconfeis 
it' is ilretching Seep ticifm too far, to reft 
undctermmed upbh this Queftion.; is the 
Art ^ Healing yet found out f . ' : 

Wcmayanfwer, that this Art is but 
imperfe<aiy fouad out ; that there are Ilk 
fuperior to its Power, iihce at laft Man 
muft die 9 and that by the Confefiion of 
the Pbyficians; ' there are ibmA' Diforders 
naturally iocurable. This QueAton there- 
fore. If the Art of Healing yet faund vut? 
amounts to this, which it is eafy to re- 
folve; Isjthere an infallibld Prefervative 
againft Death ? For if the Skill of Phyfi^^ 

jqlana cannot at any age prefervc us from 
Peath, it follows, that the Art of Heal- 

G 4 ing. 
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ing^ in our Author's Senfc, is not yet 
found out. i. 

I might here fupport mc with an Autho- 
rity, which ought to have fome Weight. 
*' Wc ought to put ip the Balance againft 
^' one Cure performed by the Phyfician, 
** the Deaths of an hundred Patients Whom 
*^ he has killed. The deceitful Spience of 
'^ Phyfick more afFefts the Mind th^n the 
*' Body ; it cures us lef§ of Sicknefs than 
f * it kilk u§ with Tcrrof. I would be 
^' glad to know of what real Utility thi§ 
*' Art hath ever been to Mankind. Some 
" of thofe it cures, it is true, might othprr 
^' wife die ; but Millions it has killcfi, 
' f might otlierwife have remained alive *." 

Let us, however, be cautious not to de- 
preciatg too much an Art, to which pur 
frail Conftitution forces us to have Re-: 
courfj. .We do not cjifpute with Phyfic, the 
' HoHQur of the Cures it eiFe(5s from Time 
to Tim^; but let i^s own jop its Ipiper- 
fedion. W^ V^f^^ure to fay, that the Art 
of curing ^11 kind pf Difeafe?, and that 
with a Word, a Gefture, • and in an h\r 

* S«5 E-nil, Tpn. i. p. 62. 152. Tranflat, 44, 
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/lant, the Art of curing, as J^fus Cf»i/i 
.cured, is not found out^ nor ever will bc« 
This is prove4 by conftant Experience, 
^whicji rpjcfts it, and informs os that 
(there is always fooje Proportion between 
tjic Effed and the Caufe ; but what Pro- 
portion between a Look, a Word, and the 
Refurredlioi) of ^ dead Perlbn, or the heal- 
ins: of an incurable Difeafe ? 

G9d can woj-k IVJiracles, our Author a- 
grees j but if God caij \york Miracles, or 
Exceptions tp the Laws of Nature, it 
would be ftrange that Man could not know 
even the moft ftriking Exceptions. Thefe 
Changes are Changes palpable, and fall 
under the Scnfes^ thefe E:^ceptions are 
Exception? tp Laws |cnpwn by all the 
World. This is a Principle very conform- 
able to thofe of our Author, who gives a 
good Pefinition pi a Miracle, when he 
'calls it *' zfenjibk Change in the Order of 
** Nature *.'* ^ 

That Man cannot know the Exceptions 
made to fuch !paws, is what I cannot per- 
fuade ipyfelf. Thft Law having fenfible \ 
E^<^s, the Exception to this Law is alfo 

♦^Letter i.i. P. 87. 
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go • Cinjtderathns upon the 
fchfiblc i the Knowledge of the. Exception 
thercfdre is as ealy as that of tKe Law. , Is 
. if not confining the divine Power, . tq fay 
. that it cannot* produce a palpable Change 
in the order of Nature ; a Chaijge, where- 
in* it is cafy to difcerh an immediate h€t 
of the Divine Pdwer ? Would it not be 

- Very'ftraiige, that a God all-mighty and 
all- wife, flioiild find it, inipoflible 19 en- 
lighten Maiikiiid, arid bring them back 
from thei-r \Err6rs, by zny fupernatural 

iAVay? IrhiS, however, muft be^grjinted, 
•if it was ampofiijjle for Man to.difcern 

' what is but of the Courfe of Nature ; for 
then It would be iippoffible for God to 
give his Meflengers any Credentiajs which 

'liiiglit lipl lawfully be di4>ute4. , 

This Syftehi. tends to involve us in Pyr- 

vrhonifm 5 it bverthrjows not only all Sci- 
ciices, but every kind of Argunient. All 

* our Ideas are founded in the more or left 
perfed: Knowledge of the Laws of Nature. 
Experience and Reafon Imply that we can, 
to ^ certain Degree, judj^e of thefe Laws, 
and forefee, that in fuch' a Circumftance 
fuck an Effetli will tak? Place : upon thi§ 
Foundation we fay with our Author, that 
\i you mix Oil of Gaiac and Spit it of Nitre ^ 

there 
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jth^rc will rcfult a violent Bxplofion. . Ffdm 
, Ejppericnce and Obferyation alfo .wc may 
forefee^ that fuch ^n Hour^ ,fuch:a Mi- 
jaute^ ^ch ,a . SecQnd^ a Planet /will be 
jecjipfedp . ^ 

NaturaLHfftory, AQ:Tcm>xny, Cl^iair-* 
.|;ry, Pbjrfic, all h^RUn Sciences^ depend 
upon tjiis Mode of Reaibning> and fiippo& 
that wex:an acquire a pretty ejca^^Know- 
le^ge of ^the Laws of Nature, fuffident to 
.enable us to affert that, fuch a Cauie given, 
fuch an Effeft muft follow. We know 
alfo the Uniformity and Conftancy of 
thefe Laws 5 we know that many of tbem 
acimit pf no Excg)tion 5 without which the 
Aftronomer, and the j^aanack-maker *, 
who foretell Eclipfef, might be often de- 
cei vecl : They are not deceived : In this Re- 
fpcdt^ therefore, Obfervation is a furc 
/Guide : if it was not, we could depend up^ 
en nothing; all our JudgenKnts would 
be Errors,, and every Step would be a 
Fall. " 

Here then Nattjre herfelf inftrufts U3i 
what is her Extent, Chymiftry has its 

^'ranfmutationSf its Precipitatims^ its Eat- 
flofionSf its Pho/phri, ifs Pyrophori^ its 

»p. 91. 
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'Earthquakes: Thefe TranfmutationSf thefe 
Precipitatkns^ihi^QExplqfions^ ihtkPhoJpho^ 
rt\ &c* arc, therefore, Phoenomcna ip Chy- 

tnUhy,and are DOtoutofthet)rdinaryCouric 
of Nature. So far are Mathematical Recre-- 
ations from being a CotleBion rf Miracles *, 
that we may demonftrate geomctricaHy, that 
they are a Confequence of the Laws of 
Nature, and a neceflary Confequence j info- 
much that the No-Miracle^ if I may be 
allowed the Exp rcffiofl, is flxiAly demon- 
ftrated. 

** You pour Water into Water -j-, and 
** behold, it is Ink. You pour Wafer into 
** Water, and behold, a hard Body. A 

Prophet of Harcourt College goes into 

Gmnea^ and fays to the People ; Ac- 
** knowledge in me the Power of him who 
** fends me : I am going to turn Water in* 
** to Stone. By meatjs knowii to the dull- 
** eft Scholar, he ma,kes Ipe. Bphpld the 
** Negroes ready to adore him ! ** 

Methinks, however, I ajji ^ooifhed 
*that this fhould furniih aij Obje^ion ^^^ 
gainft Miracles. 

The Solution of Vitriol of jAars, and the 
Infufion of Galls mixed together, product 
a black Liquor ; L e. Ink is fucccfsfuUy 
friade with Ingredients which are not black., 

,♦ P. 01. t IN. 
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If you mix Spirit of Vitriol and Oil of 
Tartar by Decantation, la twenty four 
Hours there wilt refult a Cryftallifation* 
See Boerhaave*s Chymiftry, Tont. z^ 

We know that artificial Congelations are 
not difficult, and that Water frozen forms 
a hird Body^. 

All thefe Wonders, it is eafy, according 
to our Author, to take for Miracles j they 
rendering it impoffible to difccrn the Mi- 
racle from natural Events. 

But how can we take for Miracles the 
moft common Operations of Art and Na?* 
tore ? 

How can we take for Miracles what is- 
cfFedled by Means ^ as Mr. Roujfeau expreffes. 
it, and by Means known to the dulleft Scha^ 
lari 

Can the Miracles of the Gofpel be fe- 
rioufly compared with Wonders of this. 
Kind ? Did the firft Heralds of the Faitb 
fiipport their preaching upon artificial Con- 
gelations, or the Mixture of a few C07 
fours ? 

If it is a ^ange Phoenomenon that Wa- 
ter fliould freeze in Guinea, it often freezes^ 
in other Climates: but is there a Country 
in the World, where the Deaf hear, and 
the Blind fee^ as ibon as )ou fay to them. 
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Hear, SeefihcGofycl therefore fatisfics 
that Demand^ Give me Miracles nvliich con^ 
tinuejiich at all Timesy and in all Places *; 

The Author owns; however, that *' there 
*' arc Things which would ^aftonifh hkm 
** greatly ; this would not fo much be to 
^* fee a lame Man walk, as to fee a Mart 
** who had no Legs, or but one Arm> to 
•* receive back both. But, add^ he. How 
** ftriking foever this Prodigy might -ap- 
•* pe^r, I would not, for any thing in the 
** World, be a Witnefs to it ; for inftead 
'* of its making me credulous, I fhould be 
** much afraid, it would turn me mad +•* 

The Fadt which Mr. Roujfeau fuppofesi 
is not^ however, ftridly fpeakirig, Incbtn- 
patible ; it is only uhheiard*of : now ati tm- 
heard of Fadt is not always incredible ) out 
own Senfes are foffieient for us, according: 

to our Author, to atteft'an unheard-of Faft. 
** A wife Man, fays he,- may atteft that he 
*^ h^s feeii an unheard-of Fadl, And we 
** may believe him."- If then one niay 
believe a wife Man in this Cafe , why fhall 
the wife Man refufe to liften to himfclf ? ' 

But, our Author will objeft, Therd 
are unheard-of Fad:s, which are at the 

* p. 96. t P" 93' 
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h^it Time fo flrange^ that s^ Man of good . 
Senfe cannot admit them. He ; even goes 
£) far as to fay, that if he fayir a Mai^whf 
had no Legs, walk, or another wha^had but 
one Arm, refume both^ io far. from being 
credulous, he ihould rather fear becoming 
mad. . 

WhjTj, Iboner than believe that a Mans 
iias refumedboth Arms, ihould our Au- 
thor doubt the Evidence arifihgirom the 
Teftimony of the Senfes ? It is becavfer 
fiich an Event would be in his Opiniont 
miraculous : indeed the fear of becoming 
Mad, can be founded only upon one of 
tiiefe two perfuafions ; either that thi» 
Fad is incompatible in itfelf, or that it is 
siiraculous. Now it is not upon the Faft's^ 
being in itfelf incompatible ; for it is by - 
BO means incompatible that God who^ 
gave Man two Legs^ and two Arms, Ihould 
reflore them to him- \ It is therefore upon;- 
the Fadl's being miraculous,; and becaufe 
he could not help j ridging it fo, that he 
^vould refufe believing i t ' : For if he j udged- 
it natural,- why all- this unwillingnefs to- . 
admit a Faft,. which he judged not to be^ 
out of tlic Courfe of Nature ? Why fear' 

bi^cpmingf ' 
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becomiftg Mad, at the Sight of an E venf 
which he believed to be natural ? Doc4 
the Sight of a Lobfter that rcfutoes iU\ 
Claw, turn the Obfcrver mad ? Tlie Au- 
thor, without thinking, owns that he could 
^lot help acknowledging the Miracle in 
fuch an Event. What then becomes of 
the pretended Impoflibility to difcern Mi- 
racles from iiatural Events ? But this un^ 
wiUingnefs of our Author to admit the 
miraculous, is fo much the more furprif- 
ing as he has declared above, that he whd 
denies that God can work a Miracle de- 
ferves to be confined. But is not the fear- 
ing to become Mad at the Sight of a Mira- 
cle, denying in fome fort the poflibility of 
Miracles, and doubly cohfenting to incur 
^hat Puniftiment ? 

Why fhouU the Phoenomenon of a Man 
who, having but one Arm, rcfumed both, 
&c, favour of a Prodigy ? It is becaufe no 
force of Nature can produce fuch an EfFeA; 
efpecially if the Arm was reproduced by 
a fingle Word, and in the twinkling of an 
Eye. And yet, if I am not miftakcn. 
many Faflis related in the Gofpel, are no 
Icfs miraculous. It is' as contrary to ^he, 
order of Nature for Loaves to multiply ; 

for 
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* for a Man deaf and dumb to refume his 
hearing and fpecchi Jbr a Blind Man to 
rec&ve his. fight by , the *\ mere rmpodtiQn 
of Hands^ or for; a d^ad Body to rife at 
thefe Word?, come forth^ .2iS it is^for a 
Mali who had no Legs to w;alk,. of For him 
who had but 6ne Arm ',t6 refume both, 
' tlif Uni^finii fexperient^" bi'eyery CoUnl^ 
aiid Age,"; equally tcftifig^.^^drift thi''!^^- 
tural poffibiltty of kll thefe Fads'. 

Again; the Importance 6f thi^'jfeiid,--'t^*e 
irtfiifficiency ' of the 'ordinafy ^ta'w^i of 
Nature to 'fulfHl that end j the Difpfejio'r- 
tion hempen its Laws aiid^diei^ffeftjjro- 
dttccdy' the liiftantaneoufnereiofthi'P^di- 
■|ty,-^^nd ih fliort, die Predi(*tidh'^Jlhhouinci. 
ii^it, ate Mctos wlttiPc^'ito ffiflfu^fiK 
-MiradiBg Iroih natursd- Evcttts; ' Tb|j reL 
iUlts ft> irfe^Iy l»ai %h&^ I hl[\^e fftid kvllh^ 
■fefeond Ch^i«cf of thfe^rft ^a*t, .anaifioA 
-^e refledtion^ I'h^e nKi<fe'/1:pasi^^thEriprc>>- 
fent,^ that. I may be oiiftttied ^b4itihg' «n^ 
■farther upon ifl. .^ : %• l. 
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-¥/f ^1?^ j?^^?7^?.f: ..Vj T*?,- 'vitigat^ eBd| are 
** Miracl|8^ crig^, ht?,-. '* if| tbere have ^ 

fl;!ib«H^§'@#oM'!^sfe.' !«? jt-be,' im- 

.4MRgwrr9|f .^i^lipfif^., MSsl^ouffftu^ t^' 

-o&^bsrfort^ui^ dCfiitf irjO^NaittCft^^ he t^Afr 
^dri||diti|taflniHdftlherefiirQraftMif8<iks^|nal- 
perly fo called 'f' j and he Mrtm tiatsdJoA- 
pojluresy becaufe the Word Miracles ^ taken 






' V ^ tJbftfvc, fays he, I flo not call a /^ ^ Miracle^ 
<< a Miracle which is not real ; but an Adt really fupcr- 
<« natural, done to fupport a bad Caufe*'* 

in 
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ia this Scaifc, f f jaiig|>t>burt ^j^s^rs,- ' I 

p^rff^CQEkYincqd i^s J ^rpitbatMracIps or 

A^QOs. r^ftUy fBp^rMuraly^9Jl9^o;jifttl>»- 
rize JSrriJT, iare ^X^maui., ^WJut /Proba- 
bility i that in^^WorU gavaiifid. Vyifijon^ 
falfe Prophets.ihould he.aljle .toiSi^iie jof 
the Laws of ^Nature^ aod ioteiroptltl^e^ at 
their pileafurc, inji cdl this to^gafn cre^Jit 
to their falfe ^Doftrines? -The^Wiftlpm, 
the 'Holinefs, the- Veracity, the-Goodnefs 
of 'God, exclaim ' againft this Qpinioh : 

»■ T '^ ^ •» f • _Ii '3"* ' 

We^had need to fuMltiitc the Word Im^ 
fofiure for that of Miracle^ out of relpeft to 
ii/Wj E^rx : Pious Ears will ever ]5e hurt, 
to hear it faid that FaWhood may .be fup- 
j)orted by \Vorks really ^fupprn^tural. 

*\But the fame ^uthori^^^ 
*' Miracles, attefts Impoftures too/' 




ijetween the one and t^e otherj.^cid y;et,I 

ceediftg /rpm^th^ jf^^nd^.oit C?9^. ,^nd, Jm- 
poftijrjps,, ..as peipg^ t(ie,]J/Vf>rks; of Jfpme Re- 
ceiver,, or.aa t^i'e.prql'uaionXilf'e^^ 
offalfehood. 
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'- Now amongft the Charaaers of the true 
Miracle *, we reckoned this, of being 
^* performed for fome important end," and 
-with this declaration of hini who wrought 
that Miracle, that he did it in the Nanie 
of God, and to fupport fonie Truth nccef- 
iary to the happinefs of Mankind. 
: ; jinf. IL I rtmztk, feccnuliy, that the Scrip^t|^ 
givea Mirack^ a ftriking Superiority Over • t 
Impoftures y and that no attentive Reader 
can be miftaken fo far as Jo confound the 
Miracles which it relates as done in fayour 
of Truthj with ImpGi]^u|*es calculated to 
fupport. Falfehpod. » : : 

, This- Affertion, I own,., isr vqry contrary 
to that of the Author of the ^.etters .j whq 
pretends that the appearance of Impoftures 
was precifcly the fame.as that of Mira^Jes; 
** When Auron caff ^own his Rod be- 
^^ ioK Pharaoh y and {t was changed into a 
** Serpent, the Magictam dkio caft down 
•' their Rods, and they were changed into 

^^ Serpents V . . ' 

I grant Jor a Moment' that the phyfical 

appearance' was the fame in both Cafes; 

but It mnift be allowed there Was always 

this effential difference ; that the Magicians 

» 

% * Part I* Chap, iu * t P. ipr. 
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did not propofe their Impoftures as per* 
formed in the Nai»c of the true Gqp. Now 
it is of the Eflehioe. of true Miracle that 
he who performs it. fhould declare that he 
performs it only Hy Virtue of the Almighty. 
Do you indeed conceive that God would 
impart to a Man a miraculous power *, 
without exprefsly charging him to fay that, 
be exercifes it only in hisName^ and on his 
behalf? 

But was the phyfical Appearance on both 
fides precifely the fame ; .and wa« there no 
Difference difcernible. between Jhe Miracle 
oi Aaron y and the Miracle of the Magicians ? 

If thefe laft fucceedcd to deceive the 
Eyes of the Spedlators, Truth foon triumr 
phed over Falftiood j Aaron b Rod fwistl- 
lowed up that of the Magicians ^. 

The Book oi Exodus alfo puts a difference 
in the Operation itfelf ^ It fays, fimply, that 
Aaron y being 'before Phara^y threw down 
his Rody and • if becdnte a Serpent %. Here 
then are two conditions of the true Miracle; 
Inftantianeoufnefe, atfd the . abfcnce pf 
every Caufe , natural and proportionate to 
the "EJStidi.^ But -witk: regard to the Magi- 

* Part jr. Chap. ii. . f.Exod.yiLz. 
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cians ir expreife^ hfelf itt» ano^rcr ip4nii*v 
If it %s thai they M tl«f M» TKiftgv it 
acW^; that tMs w«* by ffyeit Endthfmenisj 
that is to fay, Sy' flicif iS^<t /ff ; thp OVigfe- , 
nal Ag^if^ng *' m Arii fdddm; in^fieri^uu 
vlrhich no Wrfy Excludes Sio^rndfe^ Prcpw 
rativcs, :djid ofher neural nifedns, of t^rhacH' 
theif ^ddrtft, aided by tfrc Mftriftrj^ andPrc-r 
f ofieffion of die Standcrs-byi knew, how td 
avail itfelf. When therefore it is fSitf thai 
iley M the fume T'Ain^i the Meanhrf is 
that they attempted to Imitate ihcm; afad 
that they feemed to fucdeedj it leaft in th*6 
Eyes of a'Moriarch ivbofe pride made it hi$ 
intfereft' to be diceircd: Thfe E:ujJrctBon 
(hey did the fake ^ing, . il evideritly ^t^i^ 
Vdeht |o this j th^ : fried Iq do the fam 
Thifig: tJ^is is proved by Ex&d. vfii. 14:, 
'^he Magicians Jfrbve Yq dd.fo hy their En^ 
"chantmqrtf^ but they xottl4 ftat i where, it 
is properly ,ijR thfe Original, Xhe J^agi- 
(^idmdidfhf imt th?y (ouldn6t. . ^ . 

The^ could ohly ipiiratei^ and but very 
imperfedly, thfe tvfo fprip&r Plagues. Thojf 

r 

\ *• The » Hebrew Word is. pjn'DH^ 7^//^;?. ^ derived 
frem Ae Verb W; m; w'WcK'ri|hirtcs tB^'^mm. Sfce 
Mr. Heum^ns Dlffertaiion De Pfeudo-thaumaturgi^ 
Pharaonh'^ iiihiflabic i|iti;led'lJ/in/#'3b//<gf i^^^tf- 

TT could 



t;](be PUgws, with. }»Uck M^ 4tn4r4l^rm^ 
dc over t^c^ ;Ij9ipqftuf(!; \|5^ ^PflS Wp j . iw^i 

laclc was vjBiy 4iffmiwt. Wfe/ itb«ni9P« 

th? Autbpr lay it ^v^ i» « Fi^^ ; tjpiirtr 

He goes on, *' The Magieiani 'wotrid 
** have beeii v«ry cautions of expofing 
" thenn&lves to ilie Parallel t and if they 
*'.faaddanB fo, they.wpoM^ve been con a' 
«- founded f." 

But it is ' certain that the Mdgidatu did ' 
eKpodfe themfelytts totheParafid, .ood that' 
gfeat -was their ConHiidon. 

Befides, why fliould I think more >fi- " 

If ^j3t9|(^4s 'Can e^Hjtl ^acl$^ ^ ^ 

• P. loi. , t JWd. 

H 4 pnvdent 
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pruHcfit was it in Mo/es,' to fupporrhis Mlf..' 
{mn upon fuch doubtful Titles 1 Why did 
he c^xpofo himfelf to contend' with the Ma< 
giciaiw ? Why enter into Gompdtition with 
fuch People ? Was not this tq .difcredit 
hitn ? - He gave-himfelf out td be. fent fronj 
God, iand charged- by hini with an auguft 
Conimifiion to the King of Egypt^\ and lie 
authorized himfeJf by Mirat^les to- be rr- 
ceived and heard as fuch ; but to what is 
this 'Troof reduced, if the;£^/w«' En^ 
chanters could produce the like t Did not 
Aaron become liable to th? Sufpict<>n of Im^> 
pofture ? and was not to be imitated, to he. 
d)hfoundcd? * '♦ 

, The Subterfuge which Mr, Rimfeau:hcr& 
njjakes lift of is very lingular.) ^* FatcaLto^ 
^' admit the Magics PhataQh could *con^ 
*^ elude nothing elfe, than that Aaron wa^* 
** a. more fkilful Magician thanjth^: othcr^ 
^! wife, A^ran being; abfent^ '.they: bad a? 
^* Right, to pretend to the .fame:. Author; 

Anf. I. We miift here do our Author ' 
Jufticef, who difavows what he had hazardr 
pd, that the Appearand? of theli^iracle? and 

Im- 
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of the Impofturcs was abfolutcly thcfame ^ 
for, ' ff Aci Miraclej had no Superiority 
over the Impbfturcs; if the Appearance of 
both 'Was abjolutelj the fame ; How could 
Fhdrhoh^ ' upon, his confronting Aaron and 
the Enchanters, judge that the former was 
morc'fkitful tfian the latter ? Was not his 
jSelf-Love intcrcfted in preferring their 
Cauft I And was not die utmoft that could 
be expefted from hinj, that he (hould hold 
the^Bda;nce evea? 

Anf li. I know not <vhat was Pharaoh^ 
Idfea of liie Power of the Magicians ; but I 
canif^ely affert, that he did not efteem this 
Power as unlimited ; for, inftead of cori- 
fuitiqg^esn as Magicians, he would have 
honOUfcd*die«lai^Gbds. The Sequel of 
the ffecred Story fiiew6> ^^V Pharaoh and 
the MTagicians were fo ftruck with the Mi- 
racles^ of Aaron and Mofes^ that they did 
not cbufine themfelves to telling them, 
^^ Ytou are tjife m6ft fkiliFul Enchanters in 
f * all the^Land : '* fhe Magicians paid Ho- 
mage to the fupreme Power which a9:u- 
ited Aaron and Mofes ; and, on beholding 
^'ne o£ their -Prodigi.es, cried out, This is 
t fie Finger of God ^. , ^n^Pfuiraoh^ Jiard- 

• . r * Exod, viii. 19. 

cned 
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iion» yihoa ^e Hai^«NfbQes: ^94^ savaged 
the Country; fprjif e jcri^d wtt iif^^Jnr 
wdi thf I^ord is r^egis^^ ^nd i ^d n^ 

w^l][J. L^ftly- Is. pur A¥*lwr (iBfipW 
wkea he -adds, t^t, ^rm Rhfeot, M^ 

tj f ? They hftd ^g© pej^foun^fed. ai ifcr 
Paftl^l of tj^if PpYfttr ivitb that irf^«i 
and Af^/Jj. They might, . itMiosd*. :USl jJkc 
Jatter to A?^^?w/ ftn^few^ltteiiiej^^ing 
th^ JPaUcc } their TfiumpJi was not lie ib& 
cGttwif n^rthei^efi^ati^f tj^eir Af^tagoniib 
the, 4e$ iiSK:ont^aW«- ' . :-' -:*:j\v.'. 
Mr, '.Rfiif^au is wmt of; c«r .Replies: 
iie .conceives; that ^ Sx the Inferiority of 
ImpodOtures, ^ we |^a}i foy^ ik^f if ^^ Mt'^ 

Plague, ; theyr were phftgfeefl :*t .ihft. tjwni c 
b^t. j^e .oddly difemtttt^fles'thimfclf .from 
this, Di^cuky. *^ Let ^si, fpiys .fee, Iscep 
V^to tjbie.twx?;§rft, fiofle <iod ia«te them 

3ttt,^r;we dp jkee|>^ *Q ihe. Twft^^» I 
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• Exod. IX. 28. I P. 102. t P. IC3. 

• ' ^ * umphed 



um^ed over ikheii? Adverfaries.;. ^and the 
Pre-exnliience'of Miraolea ovei: loifoftures* 
wa9 demonilrgted. 

But why fcccp to the Two firft ? "Why 
know only by Halves ? Why not wait tul^ 
the End of the Combat^ before we judge 
the Wreftlera? That the Magicians mif- 
earned in the Predii4^oa of an rnfedl, is a 
Fa£t I read ip Chap. viii. i^^ To anfwef 
z$Mr. Roujedu does } ^* Leave we thiSjVcrfe' 
'* 18^ and let us keep to what goes be- 
" fore i " Is this to refolve the Difficulty ? 
And h^ve I not a Right to conclude, that 
unpe the Magicians coiild not produce an 
Infed:, their Power was not fupef Natural f 
May I not h(fre make life of Mt. ^oujhitfw 
owh W'prds I ^* 'Why cpuld not ihfcy who 
'^ produced an Animal, produce an InfeA )\ 
^^ If there was really nd Diifeculty in the 
'' firil Step, ' why ftand ftiU it fo fair n 
<*Path*?''' 

As to \Vhat he adds, refpei^ing the Em^ 
barafiment pf pur t)iyihes on thb Subject 
of this Magic, it is a liftle exaggerated : 
^' th^y would fain get fid of it, ikyis he, 
^ but they dare not ^f"^ 1 dare, however, 

a^ert 



1 08 'Confideratiom upon the 

aflcrt that our Divines are much Icfs cm- 
barraflcd upon the Subjefl: than he ima- 
gines., Moft of theni fay flatly, that Ma- 
gic is an Impofture. Confult Mefficurs 
jilphn Turreftn, Heuman^ Zimmcrmariy Ser- 
r^f, and Various others, and you will fee 
that our Author's Reproach of them, that 
they neither deny nor rejeSi it, is ill ground- 
ed. Other Divines have thought that the 
Devil had formerly the Power to deceive 
Men by the Appearances of Miracles ; this 
is the Senfe in which they admitted Ma- 
gic. Whether they were well founded in 
their Opinion is unneceflary to examine. 
Be this. as it may, nothing is more unde- 
ferved than this Reproach j '* they begin 
*' to fliuifle and admit pf Evafions */' 
Though^ after all, what vvould the Inde- 
termination of a few Pivines iignify, as to 
this Matter ? they might think of Magic, 
as the Author did of Miracles; *' they 
** might neither admit nor rejeSi it. Now 
*' there is a great Difference between de- 
** nying a Thing, and not affirming itj 

<* between rejedling it, and riot believing 
ic it ^ - . • . ' 

♦ P. 104. t P* i^S< 

The 



Miracles of the Go/pel. 169 

The Difcernirient then of Miracle from. 
Impofture is poflibla i . The Wifdom of 
God affures us, that he hath always given 
to the former the Pre-eminence neceflaiy 
to diftinguifh it from the latter. 2. The 
facred ftiftory fiirhifhes Proofs from Faft 
of the Triumph of true Miracles aver falfe. 
3, And laftly, the Scriptures point out a 
Way to pteferve us from every Miftake in 
this Particular ; which is, ^ to examine in 
Favour of what Dodtrine the Miracle or 
Impofture is performed. What Probabi- 
lity is therei that God fhould vs^ork Mira- 
cles to gain Credit to Error } Thus Mqfes 
warned the Jfraelites to pay ho Regard to a 
Man who fliould pretend to fupport, by 
any Prodigy, the Belief of another God *, 
Not that we are to infer from thfeiicei that 
the falfe Prophets can perform Ad:s really 
fupernaturaL / It is evident that Mofes had 
in View only the Performers of Impbf- 
tures J but as thcfe might fometiiiies de- 
ceive by an Artifice thofe who might not 
' clofcly enough* examine into their Opefsl- 
tions i Mofes points out a Method as 6a{y as 

fure, whereby to prcfcfve themfelves fropA all 

, ... ... . - 

♦ Dcut. xui. ji— 3. ; 

Delu(v?a 



. J>.du6Q»-inttlvs R^fp^ji iWlii)5liis> itp fee 
;if tliey ^imqonpcd any ;q||>gr, Qo^ ,^^ ^ 

"'cle i ,y,oji, prove tljeiPft^fwcrJ^y .t^e^i- 

*Sj;acle,:jindjt^.e^jr:^j5l5% djcfDpdtjijje." 

JHere, J.avm, ,(b,e T^xj^ V^.^r^- 

^Tcrfades ^p»ld ;bc -c(M);ipleat, Jf ')«[c^i^- 

. vaDccd, , ihat-^ .Do4i:rinc x^axuhc/ipTfiait^^ip 

be rcafonaWe^ dndt worthy JOfQod, ,pflly,}^ 

Miracks j .a«l.ilK?uld,<;|i4J^-^a^e^V>C«'^9^,tlic 
DoArine.io prove -th2it,the.Ajfiracles^<:6me 

from God. But thi$ is^stot-qur ,]}i^f.thod of 

;proc«ding. ;;, ■ "i • -, . ■ ": : : 

-We prove th^t ^lw^Chri^iapj;^aj5ineJs 
>ej^onable,. nobl?,^ yforthy^g^ 'Qo(^i^,^Q(r^ 
'Miracles, Vut«(?y, m^E^MW^oiXr^^tl^e 

^tD^aifioe itf^; ,^y^f nrwe piio.ve^Wfii- 
"jyib^^ it,cQWC?.j£f!QOJjGU)d, ^yX^lcJ^:^q^^s 
.>ai?rejyithJie ^tj^^^ig^fff^a^ q^f^x^jf.. 
Jf, itrbfpbi^d, .,t*»at»4j|R(f/^^^,^ftay 

j,th^Nalwi:e. w4% J^Q^g;*^^,.^^ .(^isjrj^jq- 

fuppofe that the Devil fhould interfere, to 
give Credit toia^lel^i^v^Kich tends fole- 

: . ly 



iymttbiSlaiyiltiSaQtdi Mid dibOoidlof 
iitptdnif and tdiat'.iin^Briiiee jof BbrtP- 
.M& fbiuld exiuiS ia^&il 4S itfUbf hti 

founded the Malice of kki Pief^ei, WJr* 
taiirf'iifttt^wJ* ^ffiifiMSttg Hs-Miilifcks 
TfifSugh'Srt&tAi**'. ■ - '- .■;.--:-..■;' 
-ifWe-AiUhOTi by Way-AFO^erfioff, pfBi 
duce« ieixt fliofi WbMi «f- yi/as Cliri]f, 
Mati. xxi*. i4. "Fhireffimmfifdjiilirip, 
anifalfe Phjketr, Mtfiaftfieivgnae'Skia 
milVindeKS, irifikueh filar, fftiiehrfef. 
fiSlf/tfieyJIUliectMthi'birySliti: '■'■■'] 
• Tile fjileflbll hWe' JS tiot _iH\i)l _Mi-a- 
yjj, tni( abooi 
6f Wwks «R' 
tufaf, i^lthon 
very Paflage iS 

tfe w.^teiigi 

tfiie ItlidAW 

faaxre certain Means of iecurmg themi^^es 
fitKO'Delufioa. .,■ i ..rw : ■ 

ijinarx.'juflaBisiaus-ftx^IiWdin..'; ft 
%eate of! fitUePraplMK wfas'iiote ]>rcviaii» 
totbeJJiftfoaioii-flf'S'iir^oW. J^hia 

■Mat. xlhij; • ■ ■ ■ 
": relates. 



112 Cmjderaims Upoh the^^ 

relates, that feveral Impeftors eiideaitroiired 
to deceive the People^ jhromifiD^-lo.pdr- 
fofm tbp'gr«ateftjiiir4clcs: but htf.addsi 
.that thofe whorjtfuftwlr Mb theferfi^f JPfo- 

mifes were deluded"** ' , : r.< 

<•, ' . ... ... 

Again v the Dodripe preachjsd ilp^y ^fe 
Teachers was to fhew them to be f?dfc Pro- 
phets.. The Chriftians had^nly to.foBow 
the Rule laid down by, St, yo/f» -j* A £^'^ 
iS^W/ which confe^eth ntftsJhat ^ffus Qhrift 
is come in the Fleflifts not of God.^ ^ ^ 

Hence it follows, that it cannot Vc faid, 
as our Author gives out,. ** that, accord- 
** ing to w, in prder. tp ;inil;rudt^ankind,' 
" God Tequire$.-v KnQ^Jedge whidi he 
" knows they have nott ' and tak,?€- the 
** fame Method to in(tru<9:.thcni, ,asr.the 
*• Devil takes to deceive them X**'u — - 

If the Devil fometimes give^ to FjJfe-f 

hoQd ;any pf the^.CplftUre of Truth* we 
ought not tOxfay that God, when he per- 

" \ ' - 

r ' r • 'i •> . f ^- • f 

^ Tliis Hiftonah' tells "us" of an ' EgypttanTthpoHor^ 
who fo bewitched the People, that ^e aflemh&d iteair 
Thirty, . Thoufaird Mpnj^:ayd,^bcing accowpanjcd by 
ibihe. trufty Followers, marcHe'd* towards'- yerufalemy 

with'aDefign to>make^hHf^Mr iM^^^r 'of it i but hil 
Troops were cut to Pieqcs, 'land, b< put to FHght* :Bei/. 
jua. LA. 11. c. 23. ' - 

t I John, iyi A* ., t P. 104. 

forms 
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forms Mirades, gives to Truth, the Colour* 
ings of Falfehood, Hath not Truth always 
a Splendor peculiar to itfelf ? and when 
God grants to his MefTengers miraculous 
Gifts, is it not to be fuppofed that thqfe 
Gifts have fuch a Superiority over Impof- 
tures, that unlefs one is wilfully blind, it 
is eafy to make the DiftinAion ? 



C H A P IV. 

Of the Cure of the Man horn blinds and of 
that of the blind Man of Bethfaida. 

WH AT I have faid in the Two fore- 
going Chapters will help me to 
folve a few Difficulties refpefting the Cure^ 
of the Man bom blind, and of the blind 
Man of Bethfaida^ and refpei^ing the Re- 
{virxt&ion oi Lazarus. 

*' In the Detail of Fads, fays Mr. Hx^uf* 
^^feau^ we fometimes perceive a Gradation' 
** which does npt fuit with a fuperijatural 
^'Operation. A blind Man is prcfcnted 
" to Jefusi inftead of curing him inftant- 
^f ly, he takes him out of the Village, and 
*^ there ancints his Eyes with Spittle; af* 
** ter which he aiks him, whether he fecjs 

• I •* any 
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•'any thing? The blind Man anfwers^ 
♦• that he -fees Men walking, who appeair 
^* to him tike Trees. Upon which^ judg^* 
" ing the firft Operation not ftfficiettt, Je-' 
^^fus begih& again^ and at lengthy the Mad 
<' is cured. Another Time, inftead of 
*^ makihg ufe of Spittle only» he tempers 
«• it with Earth. Now> I afk^ to whaC 
" does all this tend, as a Miracle ? Does 
Nature difpute with, her Matter? Has 
he any need of Effort and Pkrfeverance 
•' to make himfelf obeyed ? poes he need 
•^ Spittle, and Earth, and Ingredients ? '* 

Sefe then, according to Mr. Rouffeau^ the 
ChafaAer of Miracle; it operate iliftaata/- 
oaouily. I agreei tjhat thia Charader is ind^ 
penfible, tak^ in the fame. Senfe with that^ 
off ouJr Author.' But wh^ , thch does he fuv^ 
fpefit of jimf^atim Ae Account d£ i>- . 
zarus*s Refurre(5tion, merely bi^auib that£ 
' Refurredibn ^as inftantaheoild ? It mnft 

r 

be iniifantaneous to be mifaculoUr). and; iP 
)iQu tfke away the Miracle you takeaway' 
the: Rdiirredioii. The E«angciift*s Nir* 
ratiofi 15 iblitde exaggerated; i^ar, s»cc.(»*d- 
i%to'Mr» IJ<?%^^'S^PHndpl&is^ it^ ife no- 
things if yOu makfe any Uedu^feidnS' froto 

• Miracles^ 
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Mirades, Being a dmne Oper^en/ feem 
to be neceflarily the Work of ^n Inftan^ 
and to exckric all Intervention of fecond 
Ckufes; whole Agency, belAg gra(^iial, 
aiid fometiities flow, alWay& requires more 
or Icfs Time. Aceordihgly, J^Jks' ufually 
peirformcd them withoiit any natuiid' Meiteiy, 
and in an uhdivifible Moment. He fays to 
the Lep'e'r, Be thou ckan ; to the Paralytic^ 
Arifey uni walki t6 Lazarus, C^e forth *. 
We fee him a^ing ih behalf of God, and 
that it IS God hiitofelf who z^% in himv^ 
that God, wh>J^dke^ and it 'ivas dori^ ; who 
€(mfnaniedy and itfiooifdfi -f . 

Indeed, in the MuiMiade of Mirados 
whifch "Jefus wrought, fome fe4mf to be an 
Exception to ^is Rule ; as theCuce of die 
Man born blind,* and that of the blind Man 
of Bethfaida. But what Ingredients were 
employed? Mr. 25!o^^2^ tells us, fromthp 
E vangelift, a littk Earth and Spittle : but, 
has a little Earth and Spittle^ ,ap plied to thte 
Eye, a Power to give Sight to a blind Maa? 
Befidesi thcfeCiircs Were immediate; eveti 
that of the blind Man of Bethfaida^ wbon? 
a Gradation is obfervabfe, was very rapiA 

♦ Mat. viii, 3, Mark ii. 9. Jphn xi. 43. f PlSlin 
zxxii. 9* 

I 2 A iingle 



•I 1 6 Canfideratkm upon thi 

A fingle Glance at each of thcfc Cutcs, will 
ihew us whereia.they differ from thofe 
which are the Work of human Art. 

The Cure of the Man born blind^ tfe- 
lated in the ixth Chapter of St. ^ohn^ can- 
not but be flipernatural; "J^f^ makes Clay 

with his Spittle: be anoints with it the 
Eyes of the Man born blind : he fays to 

him, Go^ wafh in the Fool of Sikam. J'he 
blind goes thither^ wajhes, and fees ^i The 
^Ufe which our Lord here makes of a little 
Earth and Spittle^ is only a fymbolical Ac- 
tion, no way adapted of itfelf to operate 
this Cure. And befides, what Proportion 
has the Caufe to fuch an EfFedt ? 

When they brought to Jefus a Man 
deaf -f, and deprived of Speech, he put 

his 

* Sec Vcr. 7. anJ ii. In tire iKh Verfe this Man 
fays, 1 tvajhed^ and I ncdvid Sight j whfch is the. ftriflr 
Senfe of a»cG^i^, and marks out the inftantaneity of the 
Miracle. . 

+ The Gofpcl relates the Cure of fevcral Men deaf 
and dumb. Thefe Cures were perfed, iniiantaneous, 
Ifvrougbt without Trial, without Effort. Jn our own 
Time, Mr. Raderie Pereira^ a Portuguefe^ long attempt- 
<td to make Men fpeak who were deaf and dumb from 
their Biith : in 1746 he undertook a young Mao of 
nineteen, and, after feveral years Care and Labour, 
was able to prefent his Pupil to the Academy of Scien- 
ces at Paris^ who put feveral Queftions to him, and be 

anfwered 
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his Fingers into the Man's Ears, and taking 
Spittle, touched with it his Tongue. Will 
any one fay, that the Spittle had a phyfical 
Virtue, proper for giring Speech and Hear- 
ing to thi s Man ? 

The Opacity of the Cornea^ or Cryftal- 
line, and a Paralyiis of the optic Nerve, 
arc the Caufes of Blindnefs ; but neither ' 
of thefe Caufes gives Way to a bare Gcf- 
ture, or a mere Contadt of the Hand. The 
Opacity of the Cryftalline, which is called 
the CataraSt, can be removed only by a de- 
licate Operation ♦, depending upon Pre- 
cautions and Preparations, which • in the 
Cure of the Man born blind (if we fuppofc 
St- John to fpeak true) were not employed. 
The imperfedt and periodical Gutta ferena^ 
wliich does not wholly deprive of Sight, 
or which deprives of it but at certain 
Times, is capable of a Cure : but it is very 

ArilWered well, though flowly, and ^ith a hoarfe Voice :— « 
But can this be compared with the Manner in which 
Jesus Christ gave H$arin« and Speech to the 
D^imb ? 

• They begin by preparing the Patient with general 
Remedies, taking Care that not a Ray of the Sun rnay 
approach his Eye^, as it is of infinite Danger to expofir 
faixn to thi; ImprefUons of Light : accordingly, the Ope^ 
ration being performed, the Eye-lids are clofed. 

* « 

I 3 difficult 
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difEoiiU to undci:tajke9 properly, the Xreatr 
ment'of thisPiforden and Aill more . un- 
c9mmoii to purfue it with^SuGpeia. Pur-;, 
gativcs^ Emetics J Cau^es^ &c. aire to tw / 
employed ; Remedies, whiph operate but 
with Time, and in conunop^ very imp^r**' 
feftly . What Connexion has this Metho4: • 
with that made ufe of by our Saviour ? 

If the Cataract may be reduced, if ai) 
accidental and periodical Gutta ferena may 
b(e Guredi it is not fo with a cpniplete Blind-- 
neft : this laft Malady, when inveterate, 
and from the Birth, is incurable. Such - 
has been the reigning Notion in all Times. 

Arifiotk * (whom I only quote as a Wit- 
nefs tp thp Opinion of his own Time) de- 
clares, that it himpojjible for .me born blind 
to receive Sight. The yews admitted this 
Truth as a Principle generally k nown . Since 
th lVorl4 began it was never heard that any 
Man opened the E^yes of one who wasi born 
blind \ John ix. 32. The Moderns arp of • 
the fame Opinion; ^nd Infidelity could 
never produce an Example of Blindnefs, 
^biblute and continuc4 from the . ^irth^ 
pured by the i^ffift^nce of Art 4?. 

Agam, 

♦ Quoted by Caftuhon on John rx. 1 . 
i See Bifhop Smalbroke'$ Vindication of the Afirack^ 
^faur ihji4 Sayioufi Vol. ii, Adfr dc morbis Evar^* it\ 

"'■■■'.''■■ " the 



. A^dn ; Sight, in orfler to be dif^dd^ 
befides the gc^ Cioiuiitioa of the Eye, xc^ 
quires ^^Int pf judj^g of Sijses^ Diftatc;- 
161^ Mid Ssh«f«s; iiQw this. Habit is (olklf 
4ii« Work ^ Time, l/et «ai8 ^e«r the ^ekr 
ib«rtedMr^Xw&^9iithe^ •V^u.p- 

^^•fofeia.M«»bpmbU»dt aad »Q*r Mult 
-''^ ;a«d ^i)gHl» hyim Tpueh, to diftingqiih 
f^^ b$tVf^ti&aL aCMbeopd a Sphere of the fame 
"' A^etafty aad nearly of the fame B|gnef$$ 
^^ fuppoie t^ien the Cube and the Sphen: 
^^ plajped on a Table, 4ind the blind Mafi 
^ to be made to fee : Quaare, whether b^ 
^ h^ Sight, before he touched them, he 
*' could BOW diflyiguifh them ? The Aii-> 
** fwer is, Noj <br he has not yet attain- 
^^ ed the Experience, that what aiFe£ted 
*^ his Touch in fuch a Manner, muft in 
*^ like Manner affedl his Sight ; or that 
** the Aqgle erf" a Cube, which preffcd his 
* * . Hand unequally, muft appear to his Eyes 

<* as it does in the Cube */' 

the greater Critics ; Beverovlcius ipiftola^ q^^tjllonei a 
*r£fponfa\ BartoluiMi itMorh. BibL in the Colfe&ion of 
.Crmius^ Faicic* v. and the Encyclopedia, under Gutta 

ferena, 

^ Eflay on the Human Underdanding, Vol. L p. 107. 

I 4 This. 
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. This Reidbning, from Mr. Lode, is con- 

fimied by. an Experiment. Mr. Chefdien ^^ 

a famous Surgeon of London, made the 
O^ration of the Catarad: upon a young 
Man of Thirteen, who could clearly diftin- 
gui(h Day from Night, and even in a ftrong 
Light, White, Black, and Scarlet 3 but whq 
could not fee or in the leaft difcern the 
Form of Objcds. This young Man did 
not, for a long Time, diftinguilh either 
•Size, Situation, or Figure. An Obje<9: ai^ 
Inch long, which, if placed before his Eyes, 
concealed from him a Houfe, ieemed to 
him as big as the Houfe. He judged fo HI 
of Diftances, that he fancied all Objefta 
indifferently touched his Eyes, (this was his 
Expreffion) as the Things which he felt 
touched his Skin. He could not diftinguifh 
what by the Help of his Hands he had 
judged round, from what he ha^ judged 
angular \ jior difcern with the Eye whe- 
ther what his Hands felt to be above or 
l)clow, %yas really fo or ijot. He cou^d 
bear but a very little Light, and was fo fs^r 
from knowing Sizes, that after having at 

♦ M, dc Bu^op's I^at. Rift. Vol. III. p, 314^318- 




Miracles of the Gojpel 121 

khgth conceived from Sight that theHoufe 
was bigger than his Chamber, he did not 
comprehend how Sight could give this 
Idea I nor was it till after two Months' Ex- 

* 

perience that he could conceive how Pic- 
tures reprefented folid Bodies, Mr. Che/el^ 
den fpeaks of othef blind Pprfbns on whom 
he had pi^rfor^cied the fame Operation, and 
aflures us, that when they firft learned to 
fee, they mentioned the fame Things as 
the young Man we have been fpeaking of. 
As before tljey had np peed to move their 
Eyes, they were at firft greatly embarrafled 
how to give them Motion, and direft them 
to a particular Objed:. Thefe Examples 
ihew that tjie proper Objei^ of the fenfe of 
Seeing, is only coloured Light i ajl the reft 
depends upon the Judgement of the Mind, 
and Cuftom, which are formed only upon 
Experience, and in a courfe of Time, 

But the Cure of the Man born blin4 
was inftantaneous, and evidently performed 
without any natural Mpans. The Evan^ 
gelift's Account is as follows. The Neigh* 
hours ^ and they isxho had feen him blind ^ faid^ 
Is not this he whom wefawjit begging ? Others 
[aid. He is like him *, but Jie /aid, I am he. 
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^h^ Jaid unto him^ How wer^ thine Eyes 
opened? He ai^pwered them^ The Man nvh is 
calkd Jefus mflde Cky^ and anointed mine 
Bycsy and /aid unto me ^ Go to the Pool (jf^^ 
loam; and J went and wajhed^ and 1 received 
S^ht. Tl'ie Jews again called him\ and faid% 
Grve God the Praife ; we kno^v that this Man 
14 a Sinner. He anfwered them^ Whether 
he be a Sinner I know not : I otily know that 
I was blindi and that I now fee. — Then they 
faid'to him^ Be thou his Difciple 5 for us, we 
are Mofks* Dfciples ; hut as for this Fellow^ we 
know not from whence he is. T^he Man an-- 
fwered tbem, WhVy this is afurprizing Things 
that ye know not from whence he is, and yet 
he hath opened mine Eyes. Since the World 
began was it never heard that any Man 
opened the" Eyes of one that was born blind. 
If this Man were not of Gbd, he could do no- 
thing of this Kind *. We fee by the Man's 
Replies, that hisCure» fo inftantaneous^ airi 
fo complete at the fame Time, made him 
jutlge it to be fupernaturaL The public 
nature of the Event, the Enquiries of the 
je^tfijh CovLncW, the Examin^ition which the 
youiig Man undergoes, the Ingenuity of 

♦ See John ix, 8— Uj 24, 25, 518—30, 32, 33. 
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his AnfwerSi the Manner in which he ex«- 
preiTes his Cure, and the Simplicity of the 
£vangeli£k's Accou^t;^ ^ ilrongly hearing 
|he ftamp of Truth ; all thefe place the 
Reality of the Prodigy in the cleareft 
Light. 

The Cure of the blind Man oi Bethfaida 
is lefs fbriking. Notoriety in it is firft de« 
ficed, at Icaft. if we may judge from the 
Manner in which our Author relates this 
Prodigy. ** A blind Man is brought to 
^* Jefus ', '' inflead of curing him inftantly, 
^ he takes hiqti out of the Village:*" Which 
ieems to ipfinuate, that "Jefus fhunned Wit- 
liefles. 

But firft. The Miracle had many Spcdla- 
tors. For the Patient at firft faw Men 
confufedly ; and then fdw every Man 
(Jearly, Mark viii. 2$. Is it true then that 
yefus feared Witneffes ? Secondly, He had 
wrought Miracles in the very Midft oiBetb-^ 
^foida-y Miracles fo numerous and aftoniftiing, 
fhat if the like had been done in Tyre and^ 
Sidon^ they would have repented. Matt. xi. 2 1 . 

And yet the Cure does appear flow ; it 
)s gra4ual, and not performioi till after two 

♦ Letter jii p. 95. 

Exer- 
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Exertions. ^' Jefus anoints the .Eyes of 
*^ this Man with Spittle, and his Sight is 
" confiifed ; Men appear to him like Traces : 
"Jefus begins the Operation again, and at 
•' length Cures the Man." But. can a Mi- 
racle performed in two Moments, be other 
than real ? Has Spittle^ twice put upon the 
Eyes of a blind Man, more Virtue to re- 
ftore Sight than when once put ? And if at 
the fecond time that Jefus lays his Hands 
on the blind Man, he recovers his Sight, 
can it be faid that Jefus needed Effort ^ and' 
JPerfeverance to make himfelf oi?eyedy as 
Mr. ^ouffeau cxpreiTes it •? 

This Impofition of Hands was a mefely 
fymbolical Aiftion, a fimple Geftufe ufed 
by the Saviour on this Occafion as on the 
former y a Gefture, the Defign of which, 
doubtlefs, was to poirft out that this Cure 
proceeded from bis Hand, and was neither 
the Effect of an Operation^ or of any Me- 
dicament, fince the Reftoration of this blind 
Man to his Sight was efFe^ed merely by 
taking a little Spittle^ and touching his 
jPyes with it; 

But, it will be faid, there was a Grada* 
tion in the Cure of this Man, that does notf 
fuit with one of the Charaflers of a Mira-* 

cle i 
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clc ; which, according to our Account, is 
tnjiantaneity. 

I Anfwer, that if there was any Grada- 
tion in this Miracle, it was of" a Kind very 
different from the Gradations of Nature, 

This we obferved before : Nature does 
not proceed by Starts, efpecially when it 
pafTcs from one State to a State very diifer- 
ent ; this is done by a Multitude of inter-p 
mediate Approximations. 

It is by a Multitude of intel^mediate Ap- 
proximations, that air Plants reach from tha 
time of their Germination, to that of their 
full Growth. This is owing to their fuc- 
ceffively expanding thcmfelves, and to the- 
gradual extenfion of their Parts. 

That which happens in the Expanfion of 
a Plant, happens in all the Operations of 
Nature. All are gradual and fucceflive: 
This is particularly obferyable in the Ani- 
mal Oeconomy, and efpecially in that of 
Man. The human Frame gradually ar- 
rives at it's proper Stature 1 it gradu^ly ac- 
quires is trength, which as gradually declines^ 
Health difordefed takes time tq recover: 
the moil effectual Remedies operate Qnly 
W degrees ; and it is but by degrees that a 
Paflage is made from the Sicknefs to the Cure. 

If 
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If thetr Wfc fee a MaMy which, though 
curable only by the , aid of Art, and in t 
conrfe of Time, is ilotwithftandin]^ cpffed, 
not only without any" natural Means; but 
fuddenly, ' and without a gradual' Procefs ; 
ive muft conclude from hence, that this 
Cure jdocs not depend' upon natural Ciufes, 
Let us apply thefe Principles to the. Cure of 
the blind Man of Bethfoida. 

Our Lord touches this Man's £yes> and 
he fees Men as Trees ; fees them immedi- 
ately : No intermediate Steps betwixt the 
Tiqae of Seeing ^nd that of Blindaef&f and 
yet, how many Gradations may we jMt 
conceive between thofe two Periods 1 The 
Saviour touches his Eyes again,, and his 
Seeing is perfedt. HoW many degrees too 
are there betwixt that Sight iJiyhichfecs Men 
as Trees y and that which perceives Mea a& 
they are ! If this EfFed had been Wrought 
by any natural Means, is it to. be conceived 
that \< would have fliewh itfelf l)y fuch 
rapid Approached ? ' 

Win itbe faid that tljete might be i 
6radaf ion in the Cafe, and yet that Gra- 
dation fo rapid as to appear iriftantaneous \ 
fiut obfervc, it is this very Rapidity which 
in the prefenf Cafe proves if to be fuperna- 

tural. 
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Oiral. Remedies, da not a£t- nr tHfe riipid 
Mannei? : befides, what Remedies were ip- 
pliad? What Pwportioii is the^e, tpraj, 
bdtwixt: a little Spittle and t)^^ fudcten ^- 
cowry of Sight? 

It i$ tiot cafy,- 1 know, tso p«ife«mte ittto 
our Lord's Views m not perforitting^ this 
Cute till a fecond Exertion* But ftt, why 
ihould we wonder at his not confining him- 
&lf in his Miracles td an uniform Mteithod, 
btit rather chufing to give theih fcnw Va- 
ried? 

We ma)^ herts fiat t a Coajedube^ Jisibs 
required Faith of thoft wHom he cuued): 
he a/ked th^env HaveyouiFrnthf We olf- 
ierved bt£bre what i^^ t^ Meaning and 
Deflgp of that Enquity; If it be fuppofed 
that the - Faith- of this M2«i* was ftill weak, 
iris ea^ to^cencw^* that Jefus chofe noftp 
finiftir hl^ Cure ^ the jBafperience whkh he 
be^n tahave of tb^ miraculous 'Power h«(l 
ilyengthened his Belief ? 

Ag^l doe& not the fingula^ Gradatton 
which, is obfer^abkki dusMir9K:ie itendtfr it 
mor^ fimfible, and niore confpicuousi Our 

Saviour's' A^aioa was nat afiOpera^wfy ne 
Mr. Roujfeau is pleafed to phrafe it : it was 
only a. G«ftUre, as lictk aidapttd as a Wordl 

tb 
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to produce fuch a Cure. Jefus only toif ched 
this Man's Eyes a fecond Time : ; the Rc- 
^ petition of the Gefture had of itfclf no 
more Virtue than the Repetition of the 
Word ; but the Gefture ferving to point 
out that the Virtue which cured the blind 
. Man proceeded from our Saviour ; the 
Cure, which was proportioned to the dou- 
ble Motion of his Hand^ fhewed, in a ftrik- 
ing Manner, thatitiiTued from him alone. 
Thus, in Nature, two Phcenomena which 
incrcafc and diminifh in the fame Propor- 
tion, induce us to judge that the one is the 
Caufe or the EfFedt of the other, 
r Our Author pretends that JefusChrtflm^diQ^ 
vSt of a Gradation in his Manner of perform- 
ing this Cure, and that *' in order to be the 
•* more cried up *.*' But according to Mr. 
Roujjeaus Principles, the making ufe of a 
Gradation adapted to throw Doubts upon 
•die Miracle, was not die Way to be lb cried 
up* The Doubts are thefe > * * Nature ne- 
•* ver difputes with her Maftcr : he has no 
«« Need of Effort or Perfcverance to make 
^^' hiriifclf obeyed ; nay, he has no Need to 
** fpeak ; his Will is fufficientf ." To em- 

• Note on page 95. f P. 90^ 

ploy 
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ploy a Gradation^ or to pronounce a Word, 
or ufc a Gcfture therefore in this Cure, was 
by no IV^ans iJie Way to make* himfclf 
crjied up / unlels it be faid that this Gef- 
ture, this Word, this Gradation fervcd only 
to render the Prodigy more fenfible and 
more palpable. JBut then, why is it ad- 
vanced, that all this ** fuits not with a fu- 
•^ peruatural Operation V* Was that fuper- 
iluous which was calculated to rnake it the 
more remarkable ? 

Mr. Roujfeau judges feverely of the Gof- 
pel Miracles. If they are related in a 
Manner which feems, in fome Refpefts, to 
bring them near to the Courfe of Nature ; 
this, according to his Account, fuits not 
with fupernatural Operations. A nd if the 
Cit:cumftanpes of the Narration leave no 
Room for fiich a Doiibt, they appear to 
him .exaggerated ; he fufpefts them of a 
fhiall Share of Amplification. Rut what t 
have faid fufEciently demonftrates that 
thefe his Complaints are ecjually ill grbund* 
#4. 

. . / • 

•» . . • ' 

K CHAP. 
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CHAP, V. 
Cf tin "SOtfuruBion of X.asarus.- 

• • • 

TH E Poubts prcpc^cd |?y our Au- 
thor concerning . the Rcfurrc^ion 
of Lazarus^ are not raore difficult tp he 

refolvcd. ** The Miracles of the Go^eJi 
** fays he* are not fiM:h that they are natn- 
*^ rally impoflible. The Jlefurreftion of 
** a dead Perfon leaves Doubts in Men's 
^' Min4s> becaufe a d$ad Perfon n^ay not 
" be dead. Lazarus might not be the iirfl: 
*^ Man who had been huiied alive. He 
*^ was in the S^pujchfje for four Day*. 
** Who counted them ? not Je/us, who 
*' wa5 al^fent.' H? fmclt already: How 
<< do you know it ? his Sifter fays foj this 
is all the proof, pifguft m^ht have 
made any other Woman fay as much, 
even though it had pot been true.'* 
This is, to me, the .moft troublcfomc 
|^aH4ge in this Letter. The Author fcegjs 
in it to fuipeft the Evangelxft of Credu- 
lity at leaft, if not of Difingenuity. But 
is there any Ground :f«" fuch Sufpicions ? 
'* A diod Perfon may not be dead-^* therefore 

the Rc&rre^on of a dead Perfon can ne- 
ver 
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i^r be promU But is a Death fucb ao. 

Event as it is absolutely impoiBble to make. 

out ? The Author cites Mr* Bruhier ; he 

might have joined with himvMr. Winjlow^ 

and feveral others^ who have treated of the 

Uncertainty, of the Sigm of DeatL They 

have (hewn, that the Palenefs of the Vi- 

fage, the ccafing of the Pu^e, the Cold- 

nefs of the Extremities^ are but doubtful 

Signs of Death s from whence they have 

concluded^ that there is an Impropriety in 

precipitate Interments ; but they have not 

pretended tp fay^ that it never was pollible 

to be certain of the Death of a Man, fince 

then they might haVe concluded that there 

%yas an Imprppfiety even in the longeft de* 

Uyed intemient« : and yet, is there not a 

certain Time, after which thc^c who burjr 

a dead Periba may baniih the Fear of be-. 

ing Homicides ? Moft Aiithors agree, that 

at the End of about three natural Days» 

efpecially if the Body exhales an ill Smelly 

we havp an infaUiUe Proof of Deaths ; 

. Let us go on with Mr. Houf^au. "We 

«' have jull fpund out the Secret of raifing 

** to Life drowned Perfons 5 and have wc 

'J, jiot difcovercd * that of raifipg thofe who 

^ * R6uffiou\ WordjS}. On a JkJ0 (^ifcbi ctlui di r^ 
fujjiiter Us pendus. 

JK a «* were 
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«• were hanged F Who knows whether w<i 
" fhaJU in other Kinds of Death, arrive 
*' at the reftoring to LJfe Bodies which 
** were thought to have been deprived of 
«it?*' 

I know not whether the Attempts made 
to faifc hangfed Perfona to Life have been 
fuccefsful; the Author himfelf dcJes not 
believe it ; at leaft if we may judge from 
his Manner of exprefllng himfelf. With 
regard to the drowned he has expreffed 
himfelf, and with Reafon, more pofitive-^ 
ly. But what has all this to do with the 
Miracles of the Gofpel ? 

Letting Blood in the Jugular, putting 
the Body into Afhes or Sand of a natural 
Heat, Sheepfkins, Tobacco-Smoak forced 
ifcto the Inteftines, Fridkions, expeiftorative ; 
Potions, &c. are vpry eaiy Methods to re- 
cover the drowned ; therefore the Reality 
of Lazarus* $ Rcfurre<ftion cannot be proved. 
This 13 our Author's Reaibning. To pro*- 
pofe it in this Manner is to refute it ; and 
yet I do not in" the leaft alter it, I only 
prefent it in a more open manner. 

The pretended Refurrciftion of Perfon$ 
drowned, is not offered as miraculous by 
Jajnj wjjo effedts it } it is only a Work of 
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kindnefs^ of Charity^ of Mtrcy^ which di- 
reftcd by theCounfels of Surgery, does high 
Honour to the Art. The Acstdcmy of 
Scicnee^. at Befanpn^ which,, in. 1759, 
erowned that fine Performance of Mr. If- 
nard^ in titled, ^^ Memcire fur lamamerela 

. •' plus fure Gf Id plus facile de rappeller les 
** JVoy// a la vii V'~ Remarks on .the fureft 
** and eafieftMethod of recovering drowned 
•* Perfons to Life,*' did not, . I think, pre- 

:tend to reward the Art of working Mira- 
cles. 

Who fees nol> that the Succours admini- 
ftered to the drowned are natural, fuited 
to the animal Qecohomyj and proper^ ac- 

. cording to the Laws of Phyfick, for re- 

. eftablifhing.thc Blood's Circulation ? Who 
fees jiot that this Circulation i$. not then 

. re^eftablifhed, but by little and little, and 
ih a Courfc of Time ; and that from thence 

^ to the RefurreSion of a dead Perfon by a 
fingle Word, the Diftance is infinite ? 

^., But CQpfider we more clofcly the Refur- 
x^Qiicn of Lazarus. 

- . yifi^^ being flill beyond ^(Siri^/r, mPerea, 

;. the 3ift^rs of Lazarus fent an Exiprefs to 

him, with this Meflage ; Lord, he whom 

thtm iov^ isjick I After hearing this News, 

K3 he 
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he remained two Days longer in the ianxe 
Place I and then faid to bis Difciples^ Let 
us return Into "^udea : Lazmiis is dead i arid 
I am glad, for your Sokes,, that I noas mt 
there 9 to the Intent you may idhnu^ 7Am 
when Jefus came to Bethany, he found that 
Lazarus had been in the Grave four Di^s 
already ^. Obferve 5 while he was m P^- 
rea, he faid to hid Apoftles,. Lazarus ir 
dead; fo that Je/us did not Ukm how long 
L^sartis had beon in the Grave ftoat the 
Teftimony of one of the Siilers of the de- 
ceafed, as Mr. RcmJ^ idfinuatesw The 
-Queftion therefore^ who cmraed ^e Dt^s f 
is fctperfluous^ axid ral&s a Doubt withoat 
any Foundation. The biuying & Man is a 
pii^lic Events aad tl» Time whkh. had 
ekpibd fince the Funeral wli;s> doubtleifc^ 
well known to thofe whd attended it, 

Befides> whem Je^ approached the 
Grave, in tiie Pce&nce of Several Je^os, 
who were curious to know wh«t he was 
going to dp) Martha ^lid to hffli,. L(ff^, he 
hath been there four Bays \. Did (he ily 
falfe? But befides the Tears wbidx /he 
iheds %, and which do not feem tD^ind&utte 

■*■••• b 

* Johnxi, 3„&c» t V^rt^j^ t Vcr. 3^^ 

a coita- 



m counterfeit Orkf, hot? many Wi^el^ 
m caie o£ F^fh&ody co\(ld h^ve fi&n a-4 
g^B»(^ lurf I^o^mg tvas more ea:fy f6# 
tho ^#^^ who accompanied JeftSfs, and 
who w^fs ^tdf v^ards Witnds to the Ho-- 
fitrreddon dfL^niatuss than to be iafofmdd 
hy tha Ifth^bitMt^ of the Pl^e whether 
iii^jb^i^^ hfl4 rei^y* been in the Gpaw four 
I)ay9. The Fharilee^^ whd, on being ap^ 
pri^d of (he Mirack> QotiMtpd together 
upon the Means of ftifling the Noife ♦ 
which k had i!|)read amongft the Peopl<^ 
dnd who eten d6n(Ulted how to put ?^i 
and Lazarus to Death -f*, certainly did not 
forget to learn whe^dier Lssiorus ha4 really 
been federal Dtty i , in the Grave : Nay, it 
was this whidi thtfeW theift into the gt^at- 
eft Perplexity, arid made diem fay kx the 
Council, Whc^Jhdl we dot this Man d$eth 
fhOfty Mtracleifi if'&e Itt him thits aldne, off 
Men njoHlbtHew on him %. 

The Smdl e«ha!iftg from the Body of 
Jjazorus proves that he was really dead. 
It is" trtie, it if idartha who c fays it; but 
howcan we ful^eiar it to ber^Terror and DiP 
gtift which induce her to fay fp ? Lel^ vs 

K 4 hear 
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hear how flic exprefTes hcrfclf : By this 
Time he fmelleth I for he has been dead four 
Days -[•* She fays nothing but what is very 
probable : a dead Body in a hot Country 
muft have been infefUous four Days after 
its Sepulture *. Befides, flie reafons from 
her Knowledge of the Time fincc her Bro- 
ther's Death. In fliort, though I fliould 
grant that Terror and Difguft occafioned 
her fpeaking thus, muft we not conclude^ 
that (he was well perfuaded of that Death, 
and of the Burial which followed ? this 
may well be inferred from Fad:s of the 
like Nature, 

" Jejiis on\^ c^hLazarust and he comes 
''forth. Take care of falfc Reaibning; 
" the Queftion was the phyfical Impofiibi- 
*' lity, and here is nothing more %'* 

Anfwcr. It is here entire, if we put 
together all the Circumftances of this 
Event; I. Lazarus is buried, /. e. fliut up 
in a Cave. z. He is there for feveral Days. 
3. The ftate of the Body indicates it. 4« 
Lazarus is bewailed by his Sifters, ikfor- 
tfia and Mary. 5. jefus Chrfft himfelf cjan- 

+ John xi. 39, . 

* That is, four or five Days after his Death j gyr 
he was not buried the Momeot he expired. 
. t F. 84. 

not 
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jiot help fhedding Tears. 6. Several ^ews 
.were come from Jerufalem to Bet hofiy, to 
, con£9le the Sifters of the deceafed. 7. 
They ^eak of the Death of this Man as of 
a certain Event. . Could not He who opened 
the Eyes of the BSnd, have caufed that even 
this Man Jhotdd not have diedi * . 8. On 
faying) Qme forth *<(*, Lazarus \S\xes from 
the Grave ; he rifes, though his Hands and 
Feet were bound ; his Vifage being, unco^ 
vered) hiakes hini known to all prefent. 
^. On {being this, . feveral of thofe who 
ftood by^ believp in Jefus %. 10. The Pha- 
liiees themielves cannot contradid: the Mi« 
racle §, though interefted to deny it» and 
defirous to do fo* . From all this may we 
not conclude, without falfe Reafoning^ that 
this Refurredion is a true Miracle ? ,^ 

It has every Character of. one. i. It Is 
f^nfible and palpable. Lazarus had been 
dead; he was alive; two FacAs, which, 
taken ieparately, are of the n^oft common 
Sort) and refpe^ng which many Perfons 
were in the utn^oft Certainty. 

2* Itjs fu4dei): on faying, Lazarus4 
comeforthy Lazarus refumcs Life. 

* John XI. 37. t Ver. 43, 44. % Ver. 45. 
4 Ver. 47. 

3- J* 

f 
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^. It x$ indftpendaat of feccmd Cau&a 
The Efl^ hffi no Affinity ia Nature with 
tke Sign: that accompanies iL What A&^ 
toXj in Nature, what phyficai Proportiott 
ia diere faotwixt die Refurcedioa of Laza*^ 
msp and l^ ArdmlatkMi of thefe Words^ 
Jjdtzatusi c^me forth f 

4* Thfi End was u^^rtanti it was to 
ttteft the' dhriaa Mifiion of the Seji cf 
God*i 

Lafljy ; it had been fioreitoid/ inaimiid^ 
AS Je/ifSj whsie in Petea^ had fatd, haza^ 
rusudtad^ and I am glad^ ^ ywr Sakef^ 
that I was mt tkmr^ H tit Intent ye wuy 
i^evff. Itwag^alfof)Mce(kdtniixM;diatie«- 
ly by the Invooatioa of the N^une of 

God^. 

The Audior himfelf feem^ to f&pcdve, 

that St. Jfi^^s Acc<>i«t conreys i^e Idea 
of a Miracle ; hot he draws hack with fay* 
ing that the Rdation ia exaggerated ; and 
yet I fee here no Medians lather Xm^^- 
rus was dead, or he was not : if he was 
dead, his Return to Life is^ minculous *, if 
he waa not dead. What do thofe Words 

• John xi. 15 , + V. 14, 15. t V. 41, 41: 

of 
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€f yefus Chrtft figniiy. If you bcSeve^ yett 
flmllfeetkeGhryofGod'^? Was the Glory 
qF God v'ifible in an Impollure ? and what 
Impofture I To jecall a Nfan from the 
Grav^ where he had been put alive, and 
then to give out thia Fftft as. a Refurrec^ 
tion! , 

But tf the Refuniodtiofi of taxartu be 
acknowledged, it mail be ^ned that It 
could not be efFe&ed in a more niAJtfttC, 
ind at the fame Hme more finsple Maa<« 
ner. There is nothii^ like DecUmation^ 
xti SuyoMs Aoeount : his geiMle and mo** 
deft Cbswa^ber did not lead htm to adorn 
hia I^rat«gn« widi ag^vatcd Circum-* 
fiatioes ; the^ Love of the Marvelloi»s no^ 
way animated hiiQ» His Go^l pjcefentt 
m with the feweft Miracles 1 his chief 
I^gn was to irdate ^ D¥cotir&;3 of Je^ 
j&f Chrifir ^d particularly thbfe whit^h lh» 
Q^ier BvsudgeUft^ had omitted* 

Wemuift, in gj^neral, do the ApofUe^ 
this JjtAip^ that, they do not d^ in Hy«- 
perbole ; their Candmr fliines Ibrth in 
their Writing^: they forget no Ciroim-* 
fiance of their Maii^e^'s Paifions; they en^ 

* John xi. 40. . ^ 

large 
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large but little rcfpedling his Exaltation * 
nay, they relate that Exaltation in a fim-" 
pic Manner. They content theittfe!vc4 
with telling what they faw : no direft Eu* 
logium of the Saviour, no ftudied Defcrip-' 
tion of his Greatnefs, no Declamation at* 
gairift thofe who refiife to acknowledge 
him; They confefs the Fall of* Feler ; the 
Treachery of Judas ; they relate their o wil 
Doubts, their Ignorance, their DuUnef^ 
of ApprehenfiOri. They not only recount 
their own Weakncffes, but they do^hof 
even dilTemble their Mafter*sAgbfly; — ^f)if- 
femble ? they relate It circumftantially. 

Gffl we difcerfl in this Proceeding^ Ifti-' 
poftors, ftcftiioutf mer<!ly xa cry up the Glo- 
ry of their faivotuite Hei'o ? 

Though it were true, that ih the Mira^ 
€!le of Bethfaida &ere was a Gradation un« 
fuitabltf wi^ a fupernatural OpefratfoA, w6. 
muft at lead: acknowledge the Candour of 
the Evangdift, who might have made his 
Narrative more maiVeilous. It' was fuffi^ 
cierit for htm, that it Was true. 

To rettoi to St- John. Of what Em- 
bdliOimcnt was not the RefurreQiion of 
Lazarus capable f Jffus orders the Stone 
to be taken away which (hut up the Se- 

pulthrc* 
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jmlchre. A Lover of the Marvellous might 
Jiavc wifhed, that Jefus, vy^ho commands 
thc^Dead, would have commanded the 
Stone to rife of itfelf ; but Jefus put Into 
his Miracles none of that Oftentatlon which 
bears the Stamp of human Vanity;.^ nor 
did he multiply them janncceflarily *. 

On his approaching the Graye of Laza-^ 
rus^'Jefus C/irt/icovld not withhold his Tears : 
prejudiced with ^ falfe Idea of Great- 
nefs, an unfaithful Hiftorian would have 
fupprefTed this Circuqfiftance, . as • diiho- 
nourable to the Son of .God. .Thiis,* I own^ 
would haye been to efface a very int^ereA- 
jng Fa<a in his Charadter^ that of hisSeniibi'* 
Jity ; bul yet a Fear left this Weeping flf ould 
be confidercd as a Mstfk of Weaknefs,, 
might have induced the Evangelift. to paf$ 
over in Silence a Faft which was iiot cfw. 
feritiaj to the Miracle; - St, Johrty howeyer> 
by no Mei^ns intended to dim the Luftre of 
^e/us*s Virtue^ by paintin^^ hini as fenfiblfi 

* Our Lord made ufe of his miraculous Power only 
in Cafes where fecond Caufes were inadequate. The 
Stone might he rpmov^ by the Hand of Man ; ihp 
Lord ordered it to be removed. ^No human' Means 
could raife Lazarus : the I/ord interpofcd hif miracu- 

Um Ppwcf , " • 

of 



149 I Con/iiiratlons upon the 

pf human lUs^ Befidw, it wa,s his Pur-* 
pofc to relate Fads as they really happen- 
cdj and with all their Circumftances. 

There is one fingle Expreffion of St» 
yQhu\ that fcems'to juftjfy Mr. R(fu{feau\ 
Infinu^tion, as to theFondtnefs of th^ Evan^ 
gelift for Hyperbole, according to his Ac- 
count; This is the lafl: Verfe of his Go* 
fpel: y^Jus did many otfur Things^ whkhy 
Jfundd they all be related^ I do notfuppoje the 
World it fe^ could contain the Books that Jhouli 
he written *. 

In all Authors we meet with Compari* 
^ns which muft not be literally taken, 
especially when it is, perhaps, only a, pror 
yerbial Way of ipeaking, which furprizes 
us, hecaufe it is not familiar ; not to fay, 
4iat in cotpmon Difbpurfe nothing U more 
fi:equeht than equivalent Expreffiojns^ which, 
Ktently taken, would be . as extravagant, 
^d e^ven more {o, than thofe of the Evan- 
gellft. He Qnly me^nt to fay, that » cir- 
cumftantial Detail df all the Anions of out 
Lord, would requ^e immenfe Vplwncs. 
What more commoa in our Language than 
"Ais Wzy of peaking ? XJhpuld ncder have 

* • • 

♦ Sec P, 94. Note, and John xxi. ^5* 
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Latins, Infinitum ejfet dker^^ - . -. 

The Interpreters -f ^*^^ ^aflqd- fomc 
Conjedures upon the literal Scji/e qF thefc 
Words; but whatever Interpre^afioa W0 
follow. Equity 4^nGiands we i^ould aot 
judge aa Author jfrpin n fiogle ^x^t^QJt^ 
tfee Meaning 0^ wWiclii wa^-doul^0cfc, xn^ 
ftraiued by Cuftwij,: • - , 

; It 48 «rtai»> (npr is St ^oh» .the oaJy 
one who fays it) tb^t y^/fiv 4id tia wy moff 

Miracles than are related of him w tbf 
Gofpels : he did Miracles at Chorazin^ and 

-^ Bf tA Jait hy which are not particularized, 
and of which we fhould hav^ known no- 
thing, but for the Reproach he caft upon 
thefe Towns, iftd wlwch the Evangelifts 
have preferved to us. We uiay alfo coUcft 
fronj MaU./Xvi, 29, 30, that Je/us foi»e« 
times performed a Number. of Miracles iij 
Ji Moment, the Detail of which would hay ff 
|>ccn extremely long; 

If his Life was ftort, how was it filled 
itp! AH his Moments were employed in 
preaching the (5ofpel, and cftablifliing its 

• Dirinity, Judea, GaWe^^ the Plains, tho 

Moua« 



144 Confidcrations upon the 

Mountains^ Cities^ Towns, Earth, the Sea^ 
the Temple, the Synagogues, were Witnef- 
fes of his Miracles. It is proper to ob- 
ferve, that Saint John^ in the laft Verfc of 
his GofpeU has in View not only the Mi- 
racles of his Mailer, but in general all 
that he did ; and he did fo many Things, 
that if this Hyperbole may ever be al? 
lowed, it certainly is in the prefent Cafe. 
No one can be deceived by it i nor can it 
throw the lead Cloud upon the CredibiU-» 
ty of the Apoftles. 



w^ 



C H A p. VI. 
Of the Cure q/ the Ikmmacs. 

THESE Particulars, as I apprehend, 
may fuffice to remove the DifHcul-* 
ties contained in the third Letter from the 
Mountain. I can fay, thad; on examining 
them nearly, I have fcen them vanifli, and 
every candid Reader will, doubtlef?, be of 
the fame Opinion rcfpe<aing them. 

I would only add a few Refledions up- 
on the Note Subjoined to Pag. 28, ^ which 
imports, ^* that there are in the Gofpel 

" Miracles 
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** Mir^cks which cannot be literally taken, 
** without renouncing good Stnk. Such 
•* are thofe of the Demoniacs. Jefus com- 
" mapcjs a Group of Devils, as it is called. 
** What ! Have the Devils Names ? Have 
'.' AngeU Names ? This Name is Legion^ 
•/ for they are many, which, it is evident; 
•* Jefus did not know : thefc heavenly Be- 
** ings, who could rebel againft God^ who. 
** dare to combat his eternal Decrees, de- 
** fire to entw into a Herd of Swipe, and 
** they obtain it ; and thefe are the auguft 
-•* Proofs of the Miffion of the Redeemer 
^* of Mankind ! '' 

Here is fufficient to excite Emotion : 
but let us he calm, and reafon. 

Amongft the great Variety gf fick Perfons 
cured by Jefus, fome offered themfelvcs ivith 
extraordinary Symptoms, and fearful Con-* 
yulfions ; fick in Mind as w^U as in Body i 
^very Thing indicated them to be mad. 
Subjed: to violent Fits of Rage and Phren- 
55y, they lived in Defarts, in Cemeteries^ 
and fepulchral Caves ; they were fometimes 
bound with Chains, to guard againft their 
Fury. This Situation was fo much the 
more frightful, as the Aids of Art had been 
. employed for their Afliftance in vain : th« 

L Dif- 
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Diforder was generally coiifidered as incar- 
able. 

Whether this was Pofleflion, or Mad- 
nefs, or both together, is not eafy to deter- 
mine: poffibly, the pofleffed were only Hy- 
pochondriacs, Maniacs, Epileptics. The 
Jews and Heathens, in their common Lan- 
guage, referred to Devils or bad Angels 
many Diforders, efpecially thofe whofe 
Caufe was hidden, and Ciire difficult *. 
They who were afFeded by them thought 
themfelves agitated and tormented by fome 
evil Spirit; ^nd confounding themfelves 
in fome Meafure with it, fpoke and adted 
hi Confequence. To cure thefe wounded 
Imaginations, Jefus fometimes anfwered the 
Fool according to his Folly \, He did fb 
with him of whom Mr. Roujfeau fpeaks. 
He permitted the Swine of Gadara to plunge 
headlong ; probably, becaufe it was nc- 
ceflary to give him a ftronger Proof of I\is 
Cure. This Event was much more proper 
than the mofl: folid Reafonings, to make' 
an Impreflion upon fuch a Man. 

This, however, is but a Conjefturc. The 
Diforders in Queilion are not fufficiently 

*^ See Dr. AfeaJ's Phyf.ca Sacra^ and Bekkers Monde _ 
en hantL 

f Prov. xxvi. 5. 

known 
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known to us^ to fix clearly the Nature and 
Circumftances of their Cure. But let this 
be remembered, the Miracle is always cer- 
tain. Thefe are confiderable Diforders; 
they powerfully affedt the nervous Syftem, 
and influence Body and Soul. Jeftis fpeaks j 
the Patient is cured : Health fucceeds to 
Anguifh, Calmnefs to Defpair, Reafon to 
Frenzy : Here then^ doubtlefs, is the Finger 
of God *•. 

And yet we by no means deny the Ex* 
iflence of Spirits ; we by no means affirm 
that'a Thing is not, becaufc we know not 
how it is. 

The Univerfe is of an immenfe Extent, 
and prbdigioufly populous. How many 
Species are there of different Beings, and 
what Diftance between the vilefl: Animal 
and Man ! How many Steps between the 
higheft and loweft Degree of the Scale of 
earthly Beings ! Shall we, judging of the 
Chain of created Beings by the narrow Li- 
mits of our Senfes, terminate this Scale 
with Man ? But, from Man to the Infinite 
Being, how many intermediate Steps is it 
not ftill cafy to conceive! and does not 

f Exod. viii. .19* 

L 2 their 
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their Poflibility alone furniih fbme Founda- 
tion for the Probability of their ExiAencel 

What ReaTon in this Cafe conjedure»» 
Revelation teaches : it lifts us above this 
fenfible World ; it informs us, that the 
Father of Spirits, before the Creation of 
Man, had drawn out of Nothing an innu* 
merable Multitude of Intelligences ; feve* 
ral of v^hom, degraded from their original 
State, wifhed to render Mankind Accom- 
plices in their Rebellion, and thus aflbciate 
them in their Infelicity. We find it diffi* 
cuh to conceive how fuperic»: Intelligences 
can thus fall away; but what does the 
Conduct of Man teach us in this Refpe<5t ? 
Do we never fee Wickednefs expanding in 
him in Proportion to his Underftanding ? 
Do we never perceive him to be ** as £ii- 
'^ blime in Evil as in Good ? *' 

Is it not rafli, therefore, to pronounce, 
that good Senfe rejects all Influence of the 
Devil, with refpeft to what pafles upon 
Earth ? Is it iriipoffible for him to have 
had any Shiare in certain Diforders, which 
were the Fruit of a Depravity of Manners, 
and which, joined with Superftition and 
Impiety, might produce the ftrangeft Con- 

fufions 
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fuiions in Body and Soul? •* Ti^/V cannot 
'* be^' our Author himfelf declares, *' is a 
** Word that rarely flips from the Mouth 
** of the Wife : they more frequently lay, 
'* / dorit know */' Their Incapacity, there- 
fore, to explain every Thing, does not 
make them rejed all that they canned fully 
comprehend. 

This, which is the Referve of every true 
Philofoph^r, is alfo that of the Ghriftian. 
He receives the Fadls related in the GofpeU 
becaufe fo mapy Proofs unite in their Fa- 
vour, that there are none better eftablifhed 
in ancient Hiftory, Jf in this innumerable 
Multitude of Miracles which our Saviour 
performed, he ipeets with fpme, all the 
Circumftai>ces whereof are not well known 
to hin), he attends to what is clear : what 
is clear, is the Truth of thefc Miracles. 

* 

Whatever Opinion we embrace concerning 
|he Nature of Pofleflions ; ^yhether we re- 
fer them to Caufes merely phyfical, or 
make them the Iittervention of fome evil 
Spirit J the Miracle is always real, and this 

is the only Point that concerns us •!•. 

L 3 Again; 

• P. 97. 

t Thofe who would fee more upon this SubjeA, may 
ff fer to the DiiTert^tiop upon the Deq^oniacs, compofed 
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Again; Mr. Roufeau, in the Note I 
have been examining, fays, without afoy 
Grounds, that our Lord addreffed himfelf 
to a Group of Devils. Jefus addreffed him- 
felf to the Demoniac, whofe Anfwer 
is that of a Frantic 5 he calls himfelf 
Legion y becaufe he believer himfelf tor- 
mented with many Devils : but the Evan- 
gelift obferves, that he was not in his right 
Mind ^ I Why then exclaim from the 
Anfwer of this Man—- Have the Devils 
Names ? 

We conclude that the fame Authority 
attefting all the Miracles, we ought to ad- 
mit them all. If the Evangelifts are, aa 
Mr. Roujfeau allows, authentic IVriters -f*, 
they are always and equally fo, in every 
Part of their Relation. It is abfurd to 
make a Choice, and fay, ** I admit this, I 

reied: that." Either the Apoftles are wor- 
thy of Credit, or they are not j if they arp 

not worthy of Credit, all they relate may 

be falfe ; it is loft Labour to hear them, 

and wilfully 'to b^comte their Dupe : But if 

by the learned Tranflator of Stackhoufe's Literal Senfe of 
Scriptur^^ into French^ and which ferves as the'Ihird Vo- 
lume of that Work. 

1^ Markv. 15. + P. 98. 

the^ 
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they are worthy of Credit, \v;e muft ac- 
quiefce in their Teflimony, as they give 
it. To think of cutting oiF any Thing from 
it, is to reduce it to nothing. 

Nor let any one here urge in Oppofitlon 
what is called •* the grofs Ignorance of the 
^* Apoftles, and their Afdour for the Glory 
** of their Mafterf." 

This is another Stroke of Mr, Rouffeau^s^ 
who has always the Misfortune to defend 
his Syftem at the Expence of Religion, 
What Credit do the firft Heralds of the 
Faith deferve, if they we^^c themfelves de- 
ceived; or if they dcfigned to deceive? 
Who does not fee, that to exaggerate their 
Ignorance, and Ardour for their Mailer's 
Glory, is to countenance this Sufpicion ? 
Here Mr, Roujfeaiis Defign is very clear ? 
Defirous to weaken the. Proof drawn 
from Miracles, he has been led to throw 
Doubts upon the Depofition of thofe who 
atteft them. 

Shall we fufpetS their Warmth for theln- 
terefts of their Mafter ? But, Firft ; Would 
not Coolnefs have been much morejuftly 
fuipc<Sed? What! would Indifference 

L 4 have 
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have better eftabli/hed their Perfuafion? 
What ! did they not preach the Truth, bc-r 
, caufe they were zealous* for the Truth ^ 
Before what Tribunal does the Difintereft- 
cdnefs of a Witnefs render him exception- 
able ? and if the Apoftles fpeak for ano-r 
ther, and not for themfelves, is not this ^ 
Proof of their Honelly, rather than a Rea- 
fon to doubt it ? 

it. Their Language was animated ; but,^ 
being theEffedt of a lively Perfuafion, could 
it be languid ? Witnelfcs of the Miracles 
of their Mafter, they cannot keep them in 
Silence ; They themfelves declare it ; W^e 
cannot help /peaking oj tkofe Takings which we 
have feen and heard *. The Inftances of 

his Greatnefs had fo ftruck their Souls^ 

.. » . • . ^ 

that it was as impoffible for them to fpeak 
pf them coldly, as not to fpeak of them at 
all. f * When animated by a lively Perfua- 
f* fion, how is it poflible to ufe a frozen 
** Language ? When Archimedes ran all 
,V tranrported through the Streets .of Syrci- 
f* cufey had he the lefs found Truth, be- 
t* caufe he paffionately defired her ? Quite 
!,' the contrary: Jle who perceives her,cai^- 

?1 not 
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f^ not help adoring her; he who continues 
ff cold, has not feen her *.** 

III. What powerful Intcrcft attached 
them to Jefus f Why did they make hi* 
Caufe their own? What Glory did they 
find in being the Difciples of a Man who 
had fuffered an ignominious Punifhment ? 
Was it Gain to them to lofe all ? What 
Recompence indeed could they expedt from 
the World ? — - Opprobrium, Prifons, and 
Crofffes* 

IV. If the Miracles they^ atteft were 
. real, their Zeal was juft : They devoted 

themfelves to a Mafter who had all Autho- 
rity over them, and who could magnifi* 
cently crown their Labours, apd reward 
iheir' Sacrifices. If the Miracles are falfc, 
the Ardour which animates them is but aa 
extravagant Fanaticifm> and their Zeal 
Madnefs : and yet this Zeal appears to be 
pure in its Motives, prudent in its Adtivi- 
vity,always cirdumfpedt and gentle always 
confiftent withitfelf : and he who fees on- 
ly Fanaticifm in the Difcourfes, the Writ- 
ings, and Condud: of the Apoftles, how 
will he diftinguifhf trup Wifdom from 
falfe?' 

f Advariifement to the Letters from the Mountains. 

WiU 
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Will it be.faid, that their Rudencfs and 
Ignorance ought to make their Teftifliony 
fufpicious ? I own^ the Apoftles were not 
(killed in human Sciences, and that moft 
of them exercifed a mechanical Profeflion ; 
but, 

I. Is it abfolutely neceflary to be pro- 
foundly learned, in order to have good 
Eyes ? and is found Judgement the Proper- 
ty only of Philofophers ? 

II. The Apoftles atteft palpable Fa^«. 
What we have feen with our EyeSy and our 
Hands have handled, declare we unto you, fays 
St. John * ; and all the Apoftles ufc the 
fame Language. 

III. Thefe Fads are numerous, and va- 
ried J and to the End of their Lives they 
unanimoufly maintained them. To pre- 
tend that they were deceived, is to tax 
them not only with Fanaticifm, but with 
Extravagance : it is to attribute to them 
fuch an Abfence of Mind, as is without 
Example ; and yet, what Madmen ! Mad- 
men, whofe Piety is without Affedtation, 
whofe Gentlenefs without Imbecility, whofe 
Zeal without Imprudences^ and without 

* I Jdin i. I, a. 

Bit- 
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Bittcrnefs ! Madmen, who have converted 
the World, wrho have triumphed over Ido- 
latry, and eftabliflied upon Earth the Wor- 
ihip of tljp One true God! who have 
preached an excellent Doftrine, a perfedfc 
Morality ; and who have left us Writings, 
to which thofe of the greateft Philofophersr 
of Antiquity are not comparable I 

IV. This Delirium, which they attribute 
to them who fay that they have been de- 
ceived, is fo much the more extraordina- 

» « 

ry, as they pretend not only to have feen 
Miracles, but to have performed them j to 
have efFefted miraculous Cures ; to have 
raifed the Dead ; and to have fpoken, all 
on a fudden, diverfe Languages, which 
were before utterly unknown to them. 
Could all this be the Effedt of Delufion ? 
And who, once again, are they, to whom 
fuch Madnefs is afcribed ? 

V. They were ignorant; but were they 
light and credulous? We know their 
Slownefs to believe ; we know that of Tho^ 
maSi who refufed to yield to the Teftimo- 
ny of his Collegues ; he would fee with his 
Eyes, and feel with his Hands : Was this 
l^elieving lightly, to demand fuch Vouch- 
ers ? The Diffidence of the Apoftles ba- 
nishes 
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ni(h66 .mine % their Doubtfulnefs grounds 
my Faith. ^ 

VI. The Apoftles were ignorant ; they 
were vulgar Men ; But who knows not the 
Empire of Prejudice over Perfons of this 
Order ? Who knows not alfo what Preju-^ 
dices the Apoflles, who were born and 
bred up i)i Judaifm^ had againft the Go-» 
fpel ? Prejudices fo ibong^ and £> rooted^ 
that nothing but the Evidence of thofe 
Fads upon which Jefiis founded his Aut* 
ihority, was capable of removing them* 

VII. In fpite of their Ignorance^ they 
made themfelves hegrd ; they renewed^ io 
feme Meafure, the Face of the Univerfe : 
the mofl noble, moft pure, moft uiefuli 
and perfect Religion is their Work : at leaft 
it is they who hav^ preached^ eftabliflied, 
propagated, and perpetuated it, in fome 
Sort, down to us 5 and yct^ once morC| 
What Madmen ! 

. VIII. The admirable Candour of the 
Apoftles ; the Beauty, the Sublimity, th^ 
Depth of their Writings, have not efcapcd 
the Author of the Letters; How has he 
painted them in his Eniilius ! It i$ g Pic-* 
ture that cannot fail to be admired. ^* I 
*' own to you," fays the Savoyard Vicar, 

^^tha( 
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^* that the M ajefty of th« Scriptures llrikes 
^* me with Admiration j as the Purity of 
** the Gofpcl hath its Influence on my 
*• Heart; Pemfe the Works of our Phi- 
** lofophers, widi all their Pomp of Die- 
'• tion J how mean> how contemptible are 
*• they, compared with the Scriptures I Is 
^y it pofiible that a Book, at once & Ample 
*^ and fublime, fliould be the Work of 
'« Man ? Is this the Tone of an EAthu(i<r 
*f ail, or ambitious Se<3:ary ? What Graces 
** fiilnefs in his Delivery ! What Elevs^tion 
f in his Maxims ! What profound Wif* 
'* dom in his Difcourfes ! What Command 
** over his Paffions ! Shall we fuppoie that 
" the Evangelic Hiftory is a mere Fi<aion ? 
'• Indeed, my Friend, it bears not the 
*• Marks of Pinion : On the contrary, the 
^* Actions of Socrates J which no- body 
•* doubts, are not better attefted than thofe 
<* of Jefus.ChriJi. Such a Suppofitidn, in 
« Faa, only fhifts the Difficulty, without 
** removing it. It is more inconceivable, 
** that a Number of Men fhould agree in 
** working up this Book, than that One 

" only fliould furnilh the Subjed of it. 
** The Jewi/h Authors were utterly inca- 
•' pable of the Di(ftion, and Stranger-s to 

'' the 
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«• the Morality contaioed in the Gofpel j 
** the Marks of whofe Truth are fo grand> 
** fo flriking, fo perfedly inimitable, that 
** the Inventor would be a more aftonifll- 
** ing Charafter than the Hero */' 

My Reafoning from this Picture is a? fol- 
lows. If the Apoftlcs have written d 
£ook, whofe Punty and Majejiy Jlrikes with 

Admiration ; a Book, at the fame Timejim^ 
pk and fublime. If they have fo well ex-* 

preffed the Life of Jefusphriji^ and fo faith* 

fully given his Difcourfes, that one may 

cry out, on reading the Gofpel; What 

Gracefulnefs in JefusV Delivery ! What Ele-^ 

vation in his Maxims ! What profound Wif^ 

dom " in his Difcourfes ! If the Books they 

have written are fuch, that thofe ^fthe an'^ 

dent Philofophers^ with all their Pomp^ are 

really mean and contemptible^ compared with 

thefe. If the ASlions of Jefus Chrift are bet^ 

tcr attejied than thofe of Socrates, which No^ 

body doubts 5 how can we attribute to the 

Apoftles an Ignorance fo grofs, as fhbuld 

make us doubt the Detail they give of their 

Mailer's Performances, of which they had 

beenWitnefles ? Was it not cafier for them 

♦ See EmiL Vol. III. p, ,176, in the Orig. 137, 
I39> of the Tranflation, 

to 



Miracles oJ the Go/pel. 159 

to be miftaken with refpeft to his Dif- 
courfes, than with refped to his Adlions ? 
Could not Men, fo grofs as they are fup- 
pofed, more eafily retain Fads which they 
had feen with their Eyes, than a Doftrine 
which they had been taught ? — and yet, 
whatFideUty in the Manner in which they 
have tranfmitted it to us ! It lofes nothing in 
their Mouth of its Purity and Luftre. Our 

Lord left nothing in W riting : it is from 
he Apoftles that we know the Gofpel : it 
s from the Picture they Ijave drawn, that 

we are enabled to fay ; " Is this the Tone 

* of an Enthufiaft, or ambitious Se<flary ! 

* What Gracefulncfs in his Delivery ! what 

* Elevation in his Maxims ! what profound 

* Wifdom in his Difcourfes ! what Pre- 

* fence of Mind ! what Addrefs, what Juft* 

* nefs in his Replies ! ^^." Certainly, 
hey who wrote fuch a Book had fo found 

a Judgement, that we need not fear they 
would have been guilty of Deceit. When, 
therefore, they fay, We have feen with our 
Eyes, we have felt with our Hands *, I can- 
not perfuade myfelf that it was a mere 
Dream. I conceive every defirable Qua- 
lity in the Witnefles ; Number, Sound, 

* I John i. I. 

Scnfe,^ 
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Senfe, Slownefs to believe, contrary Preju- 
dices, Probity, Candour, Difintereftednefs, 
Unaninaity, Conftancy, and Perfbverancc 
in the very midfl: o£ Punifhmjents, and even 
unto Death. I find all this^ jand in the 
higheft Degree, in the ApoftlGjB :— Ought 
I to fear bejing deceivied by xky^va ^ , 

Here \ (lop. I wi£bed tQ aofwer Mr. 
Rofiffeau's Obje^ions agaii^fl the Proof of 
the Miracles : thoie Objediona removed, 
this Proof muft fiibfif]: in its full Forces 
What I have faid ihews, at the^ fame Time, 
the Neceflity of this Proof; smd a fmaU 
Share of Attention Ls fufficient to convince 
us, that the whole Ooipel proqceds upon 
this Foundation. 

Is not doubting of the Miracle^, to doubt 
the Truth of the Books which attefl: them ? 
JIow then can it b0 maintained, that the 
Do<9:rine of Miracles is a matter of IndiiFe- 
rence ; and that ** Ac Opinion we may 
** have refpefting it, hath nothing to do 
^* w:ith the Refpefl we oWiC to the &cred 

'' Books *? " 

It is hurting Religion to take away one 
of it$ fundamental Froofs. The Miracles 

♦ p. in. 

per- 
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performed by the firft Heralds of the Faith, 
are fo incorporated with the Doctrine, they 
preached, that they cannot be detached 
from it. If the Apoftles are not to be be- 
lieved when they relate Fads, can they be 
more fo, when they inculcate Dodtrines ? 

/ neither admit nor reje£i Miracles -f*, cries 
our Author ; which is as much as to fay, 
•* I neither admit nor rejed: the Teflimony 
*^ of the Apoftles." 

There may be a Medium, I know, be- 
tween rejcdting a Teftimony, and not ad- 
mitting it. I know that a doubtful Te- 
ftimony naturally produces nothing but 
Doubt, and that Reafons equally powerful 
allcdged on both Sides, leave us indeter- 
minate ; but it muft likewife be owned, 
that to doubt the Depofition of a Witnefs, 
is to accufe him either of Djflionefty or 
Levity ; and that it is doing him an Inju- 
ry, when all the Circumftance.s unite to 
aflure us of his Capability and Veracity. 

Now to raife fuch a Doubt of the Apo- 
ftles, what is it, but fufpedting them un- 
juftly of Fraud, or of Fanaticifm ? — And is 

fuch a Sufpicion a Matter of Indiixerence 
to the Faith ? Has it nothing at all to do 

with the RefpeSt we owe to the facred IVrit^ 

ings? 

t P. 105. 

M But, 
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But, after all, perhaps it will be faid. 
What docs it fignify, if this Opinion has 
no Influence upon Morality ? 

The Morality of the Gofpel forms an 
cfTcntial Part of it, but it is from the Doc- 
trine that the Morality derives its Force ; 
and this Force receives from the Sanctions 
which accompany it, and which confifts 
in the Promifes of another Life, of a Re- 
furredtion, and of a Judgement to come, 
fo verful Motives to the conftant- Practice 
of the greateft Virtues. But are nut thefc 
Motives themfelves Points of Faith * ? 

The Importance of the Morality, there- 
fore, carries with it that of the Dodlrine* 
I add, that the Importance of the Dodtrinc 
proves the Necefllty of the Miracles. 

Thefe Doflrines are Truths to which 
Reafon alone could not attain, or which it 
could not know with an entire Certainty. 
A Revelation was neceflary to.manifefl 
them ; but it was requifite that this Reve^ 
lation fhculd be fufficiently authorized, 
and placed within the Reach of the Gene- 
rality of Mankind. 

It has been fo. Not only the whole 
Syflem of the Chriftian Doftrine is fup- 
ported by Miracles, but every Tenet in the 
Gofpel depends upon fome Fad: accompa- 
nying it, and either placing it beyond all 
Controverfy, or ferving to render it more 

* See Mr. Vernes^ Paflor of Celigny's Letttrs upoh 
the ChtijUanity of Air. John James Roufleau. 

obvious 
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obvious. Jefus Chriji promifcs the Refur- 
redtion, and he rifes ; the Happinefs qf 
Heaven, and he afcends into Heaven ; thp 
Pardon of our OfFenceSj, and the Death he 
fuffers is a Sacrifice which expiates them. 

M.x. RouJJeauhxmkM^ tow^ards the Clofe 
of his Letter, acknowledges that we muft 
not retrench from the Gofpel every Thing 
miraculous. He juftifies himfelf from thp 
Charge of rejecting iAdifcriminately all the 
Miracles; ** What then ! cries he, Does 
^* he who admits not all the Miracles, re- 
** jedt them all ? Muft we believe the 
*' whole Legend oi xh^rxij in order to be- 
'' lieve Chrijl's Afcenfion ?" 

He feems then to except our Lord's Af- 
cenfion from the Miracles which it is al- 
lowable not to admit. But what have 
thofe of the Legend to do there ? It is the 
Miracles of the Gofpel that we are talk- 
ing of. 

If we admit the Afcenfion ofCh^rifl^ we muft 
admit his Refurreftion, which is equally 
well attefted. St; Faul declares *, that if 
"Jefus Chriji be not rifen, our Paith is vain. 

If the Apoftles are worthy of Credit^ 
when they relate the Miracles performe4 
after the Death of their Mafter ; will they 
be lefs fo, when they relate thofe which 
were performed before his Death ? 

If they are worthy of Credit when they 
rejate the Miracles of which they alone 

• X Cor xi. 14. 

were 



164 Confiderations upon the 

were Witnefles, are not tHey more fo when 
they relate thofe of which the Jews and 
the Enemies of the Gofpel were likewife 
Spedlators ? And are not the Miracles per- 
formed by Jefus Chriji in his Life-time^ 
of this Number? 

If they were not deceived when they 
faw their Mafter afcend into Heaven ; were 
they deceived when they faw him after his 
Refurreftion ; when they ate with Him, 
when they touched him with their own 
Hands ? Were they fo when they thought 
that they themfelves performed Miracles ? 

Such is the Gofpel : The Morality of it 
depends upon the Dodlrines ; the Fadts of 
it depend upon the Doftrines and the Mo- 
rality; nay, the Fafts themfelves depend 
upon each other, * 

Let us then be qautious not to retrench 
any Part of fo excellent a Work : It is an 
Edifice of admirable Solidity, all whofe 
Parts are fitted' to, conefpond with, and 
mutually fupport each other. 



* See Hartley^s Obfervations on Man, &c. Vol. 2» 
chap 2. 



The END. 



